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1. INTRODUCTION 

This preliminary drainage report has been prepared in support of the preliminary 30% design 

submittal for the Fenton Parkway Bridge development (the Project), which is located in the City 

of San Diego, California. The purpose of this report is to determine the hydrologic impact, if any, 

to the existing storm drain facilities or natural drainage, and to provide peak 100-year discharge 

values for the project. 

The drainage analysis presented herein reflects a preliminary 30% design level-of-effort, which 

includes peak 100-year storm event hydrologic analyses using preliminary grades.  Hydraulic 

analyses for inlets, pipe sizes and inverts, and HGL’s will be provided during final engineering.  

Therefore, the purpose of this report submittal is to acquire from the City of San Diego: 1) concept 

approval of the proposed storm drain layout, 2) approval of the methodology used in the evaluation 

of the project storm drain system hydrology, and 3) identification of critical path drainage issues 

that need to be addressed during final engineering. 

The Fenton Parkway Bridge Project is a bridge proposed to connect Fenton Parkway, which 

currently terminates north of the river channel, with Camino del Rio North, south of the river 

channel. The Fenton Parkway bridge (bridge) would span the San Diego River (river) in the 

Mission Valley community of the City of San Diego (City). The proposed bridge will be 

constructed on real property owned by the City of San Diego and upon the completion of 

construction, the City of San Diego will own, operate, and maintain the proposed bridge. 

The proposed bridge is located in the northeast portion of the Mission Valley Community, in the 

central portion of the City of San Diego metropolitan area.  

The vicinity map is shown in Figure 1.   
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Figure 1: Vicinity Map 

Treatment of onsite storm water of the buildings prior to discharging into the downstream systems 

will be facilitated by a single biofiltration basin and a modular wetland unit. For a detailed 

discussion of the project’s stormwater quality BMPs, refer to the Preliminary Stormwater Quality 

Management Plan (SWQMP) report. The final post-construction BMP design will be provided 

during final engineering. 

This project is subject to the Clean Water Act (CWA) Sections 401 and 404 since there will be 

filling of material into an existing riparian streambed which converges with the San Diego River.    

Drainage from an existing storm drain system along Fenton Parkway and Mission City Parkway 

discharge into this streambed. 
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The project’s storm drain system will discharge into the San Diego River. Refer to the FEMA Firm 

Panel in Appendix 1. FEMA shaded Zone AE and Zone X areas exist along the boundary of the 

project improvements.  

2. EXISTING AND PROPOSED DRAINAGE PATTERNS AND IMPROVEMENTS 

The following sections provide descriptions of the existing and proposed drainage patterns and 

improvements for the project.  

 

2.1 Existing Drainage Patterns 

There are two discharge locations for this project’s drainage which are an existing 8'x7' reinforced 

concrete box (RCB) which transitions into a 96" reinforced concrete pipe (RCP) on Fenton 

Parkway that outfalls at the riprap lined streambed. On the the Mission City Parkway side of the 

San Diego River, the main line is a 54" RCP  storm drain that outfall directly into the river. 

Runon from Fenton Parkway is as follows: 

Within Fenton Parkway, there are two storm drain laterals that connect to the RCB, an 18" RCP 

and a 36" RCP.  Each lateral conveys drainage from a Type A-1 sag inlet. Both laterals have 

drainage connections that connect to the back of the inlets. In addition to the street drainage, the 

18" RCP lateral conveys drainage from the Del Rio apartment complex and the 36" RCP conveys 

drainage from the Mission Valley Library and the IKEA loading dock entryway (Northside Drive). 

Furthermore, two modular wetland units collect runon at the intersection of River Park Road and 

half of Fenton Parkway which connect to the existing 96” RCP storm drain. Fenton Parkway is a 

crowned road, thus, at the intersection, the other half of the road drains down River Park Road to 

an existing Biofitration Basin. (See Appendix 4 for more information). 

 Runon from Mission City Parkway is as follows: 

There is an existing high point from the existing bridge south of Mission City Parkway. Mission 

City Parkway is crowned. One side of the road drains to an existing curb inlet that connects into 
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an existing 54” RCP storm drain. The other side of the crowned street flows into the intersection 

of Camino Del Rio North and Mission City Parkway. Water then enters a 54" RCP system that 

discharges into the San Diego River. 

The pre-project conditions for the Fenton Bridge project are represented by the post-project 

conditions of the Fenton proposed SDSU MISSION VALLEY- FENTON PARKWAY 

EXTENSION project, which extended Fenton Parkway through the trolley crossing per Public 

Improvement Plan (PRJ #1040531, DWG#100044-D).  For further information about that project, 

refer to the previous approved drainage study for that project prepared by Project Design 

Consultants and dated November 15, 2022. 

2.2 Proposed Drainage Improvements 

The proposed drainage patterns will mimic the existing conditions with exception of more area 

included due to the addition of the Fenton Parkway Bridge. Under proposed conditions, the 

proposed bridge has a highpoint near the southern end. Therefore, runoff will be collected on both 

Mission City Parkway and Fenton Parkway. 

Fenton Parkway bridge runoff will mimic the same path of travel with the exception of runoff 

draining to a biofiltration basin before entering the 96” RCP pipe that will be extended to drain 

closer to the river. 

Mission City Parkway runoff will mimic the existing drainage patterns with the exception of an 

additional inlet that will be added to the western side of the crowned street. Runoff will then be 

treated in a proposed modular wetland system before entering the existing 54” RCP storm drain 

that will be relocated west of the proposed bridge. 

The bridge will include deck drains to collect flows on the bridge to minimize gutter flow, but for 

this drainage study they are deemed insignificant in terms of high flows and due to potential inlet 

clogging. The proposed gutter flows on the bridge will comply with the City of San Diego flow 

depth requirements even without deck drains. 
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3. HYDROLOGY CRITERIA, METHODOLOGY, AND RESULTS 

3.1 Hydrology Criteria  

Table 1 summarizes the key assumptions and criteria used for the hydrologic modeling. See Table 

1 below. 

Table 1: Hydrology Criteria 

Proposed Hydrology: 100-year storm frequency 

Soil Type: Hydrologic Soil Group D  

Land Use / Runoff Coefficients: Based on criteria presented in the 2017 City of San Diego 

Drainage Design Manual.  

Rainfall intensity: Based on intensity duration frequency relationships 

presented in the 2017 City of San Diego Drainage Design 

Manual  

 

3.2 Hydrologic Methodology 

Hydrology calculations were completed for proposed conditions accounting for all areas draining 

to the onsite storm drain systems. Drainage areas were defined from existing and proposed 

topographic maps of the area. Hydrologic analysis was completed utilizing the Rational Method, 

outlined in the 2017 City of San Diego Drainage Design Manual. The goal of the Rational Method 

analysis was to determine the peak 100-year flow rates for the storm drain pipes by developing a 

node link model of the contributing drainage area and applying the intensity-duration-frequency 

(IDF) curve to the areas. See Appendix 1 for the City of San Diego IDF curve.   

The project drainage areas are represented with two overall systems draining to the same ultimate 

outfall area of concern. For the proposed condition, System 1000 represents the project site 

conveyed to the proposed Biofiltration Basin and System 2000 represents the project site conveyed 

to the east. (See Exhibits in Appendix 3 for details). Both systems discharge into the San Diego 

River.  
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Existing conditions calculations are not included in this report because they are unnecessary in 

terms of comparison. Comparison is not needed for this project because all runoff still mimics the 

existing condition of draining into the San Diego River. Thus, any minor increase of flow in the 

proposed condition is not deemed detrimental to the project. 

It is essential to understand that the project outfalls are located in the floodplain for the San Diego 

River. The runoff from the proposed Fenton Parkway Bridge is negligible in size when compared 

to the flow of the San Diego River.  The 100-year San Diego River flow is 36,000 cfs, whereas the 

areas analyzed in the onsite drainage study total only 8.3 cfs.   Thus, any minor increases in flow 

due to the increase in imperviousness of the proposed bridge are deemed negligible. 

Additionally, diversion is not a relevant design constraint, and 100-year detention is not warranted 

due to the location of the site within the larger San Diego River Watershed. The bridge outfalls are 

in the floodplain, therefore the option of providing 100-year detention is not relevant because of 

the high existing tailwater condition. Thus, an existing condition study is not needed. 

Rather, for practical purposes, the proposed condition storm drain design will be designed to 

handle peak flow capacity without causing detrimental downstream effects. Both outfalls will be 

designed (pipe and riprap) to handle proposed flows. 

City of San Diego Drainage Design Manual runoff coefficients, based on land use and anticipated 

imperviousness for each subarea, were assigned for each drainage sub-basin within CivilD.  

3.3 Description of Hydrologic Modeling Software 

The Civil-D Rational Method Program was used to perform the Rational Method hydrologic 

calculations. This section provides a brief explanation of the computational procedure used in the 

computer model. 

The Civil-D Modified Rational Method Hydrology Program is a computer-aided design program 

where the user develops a node link model of the watershed. Developing independent node link 

models for each interior watershed and linking these sub-models together at confluence points 

creates the node link model. The intensity-duration-frequency relationships are applied to each of 

the drainage areas in the model to get the peak flow rates at each point of interest. 
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3.4 Hydrology Results 

The Rational Method was used to determine the peak 100-year storm flow rates for the design of 

the proposed onsite storm drain system. Table 2 below summarizes the Rational Method results 

for the proposed condition. 

Table 2: Hydrology Results 

  

PROPOSED CONDITION 

    

SYSTEM AREA Q100 TC 

 (ac) (cfs) (min) 

1000 1.4 3.5 

 

11.2 

2000 1.4 4.8 

 

8.6 

TOTAL 2.8 8.3 

 

19.8 

 

4.  HYDRAULIC ANALYSIS 

Hydraulic analyses provided during final engineering will include inlet sizing, HGL determination, 

spread calculations and riprap sizing.  

5.  CONCLUSION 

This drainage report supports the preliminary 30% design for the proposed Fenton Parkway Bridge 

development. This report was prepared to provide peak 100-year design flows for the project. The 

drainage system will be designed appropriately to accommodate the peak-flow conditions for the 

site. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

APPENDIX 1 

 

Intensity Duration Frequency Curve, Runoff Coefficients and 

FEMA Firmette 



APPENDIX A: RATIONAL METHOD AND MODIFIED RATIONAL METHOD 

Table A-1. Runoff Coefficients for Rational Method 
----- -- ---- - ------- ------------

Runoff Coefficient ( C) 
Land Use -----

Soil Type <•> 

Residential: 

Single Family 0.55 

Multi-Units 0.70 

Mobile Homes 0.65 

Rural (lots greater than½ acre) 0.45 

Commercial <2 > 

80% Impervious 0.85 

Industrial <2 > 

90% Impervious 0.95 

Nate.: 
<•> Type D soil to be used for all areas. 
<2> Where actual conditions deviate significantly from the tabulated imperviousness values of 80% or 90%, the 
values given for coefficient C, may be revised by multiplying 80% or 90% by the ratio of actual imperviousness to 
the tabulated imperviousness. However, in case shall the final coefficient be less than 0.50. For example: Consider 
commercial property on D soil. 

Actual imperviousness = 50% 
Tabulated imperviousness = 80% 
Revised C = (50/80) x 0.85 = 0.53 

The values in Table A-1 are typical for urban areas. However, if the basin contains rural or 

agricultural land use, parks, golf courses, or other types of nonurban land use that are expected to 

be permanent, the appropriate value should be selected based upon the soil and cover and 

approved by the City. 

A.1.3. Rainfall Intensity 
The rainfall intensity (I) is the rainfall in inches per hour (in/hr.) for a duration equal to the Tc for a 
selected storm frequency. Once a particular storm frequency has been selected for design and 
a Tc calculated for the drainage area, the rainfall intensity can be determined from the Intensity­
Duration-Frequency Design Chart (Figure A-1 ). 

A-3 The City of San Diego I Drainage Design Manual I January 2017 Edition SO.) 
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Figure A-1. Intensity-Duration-Frequency Design Chart 

A-4 The City of San Diego I Drainage Design Manual I January 2017 Edition 
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