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Business and Financial Affairs

5500 Camnpsnlle Drive
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UNIVERSITY Sen Diego CA 92182 - 1624

July 12, 2007

San Diego County Archaeological Society, Inc.
P.0O. Box 81106

San Dicgo, CA 92138-1106

Attn: James W. Royle, Jr., Chairperson

Re:  Draft Environmental Impact Report
SDSU 2007 Campus Master Plan Revision

Dear Mr. Royle:

1 am writing in response to your comment letter dated July 5, 2007, regarding the
Draft Environmental Impact Report ("EIR") prepared for the San Diego State University
("SDSU") 2007 Campus Master Plan Revision project. SDSU will be providing
responses to the comments contained in your letter through the formal EIR response to
comments process. However, | wanted to respond to you immediately regarding
comment number 1 and the disclosure of archaeological site locations.

' SDSU has investigated the concems raised in your letter and determined that any
inappropriate disclosures contsjped in Draft EIR Appendix E were the result of
inadvertent error. In response, and as suggested in your letter, SDSU has obtained from
our consultants a replacement version of Appendix E that is in full compliance with the
disclosure restrictions, and we are in the process of replacing the original version of Draft
EIR Appendix E with the revised sppendix. In that regard, we have removed the original
version of Appendix E posted on the SDSU website and have replaced it with revised
Appendix E. .We have included a revised copy of Appendix E as an attachment o this
letter. We also have replaced the original Appendix E included in the three Draft EIR
copies distributed to public libraries with revised Appendix E. Additionally, any/all
copies of the Draft EIR distributed in the futore will contain revised Appendix E, And, as
you requested, the Final EIR will contain the revised Appendix E.

We trust the actions SDSU has taken in response 1o the Society’s letter will meet
with your approval. Thank you for your comments and the Society’s interest in the

project.
Sincerely,
Associate Diréttor of Facilitics
Planning, Design and Construction
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The SDSU 2007 Campus Master Plan Revision

1.0 MANAGEMENT SUMMARY/ABSTRACT

The San Diego State University 2007 Campus Master Plan Revision is a mixed-use
project located on the San Diego State University (SDSU) campus in San Diego, California.
This report is an update of the cultural resources technical report prepared by Brian F. Smith and
Associates (BFSA) for the SDSU 2005 Master Plan EIR. Revisions of the project design since
2005 have resulted in the required update and preparation of this revised technical study.
Because of the historic nature of the area and documented prehistoric human occupation, an
archaeological survey, testing of discovered resources for significance, and an arch’éeologica]
records search was required. The goal of this study was to document any archaeological or
historical resources, determine their significance, evaluate impacts to resources resulting from
the proposed project, and recommend mitigation measures for those impacts. The significance
evaluation of all resources and the assessment of impacts were conducted according to National
Register Criteria in conformance with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act
(NHPA), the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) as defined in Section 15064.5, Title
14 of the Public Resources Code, and City of San Diego Historical Resources Guidelines.

An archaeological records search was conducted at the South Coastal Information Center
(SCIC) at SDSU on October 25, 2004 and was updated on February 22, 2007. The records
search identified several previously registered cultural resources within the campus boundaries
including the San Diego State Teacher’s College buildings, Aztec Bowl, the site of the first
doctorate conferred by the California State University system, and Adobe Falls. Under the
revised plan, only the City of San Diego Historical Landmark Adobe Falls is located close
enough to the areas of development to warrant further evaluation. Two isolates, as well as Site
CA-SDI-17,221 (identified during the first phase of this study in 2004), were also reported
within one mile of the project center.

The SDSU 2007 Campus Master Plan project consists of the following six components:

* Adobe Falls Faculty/Staff Housing
* Alvarado Campus

¢ Alvarado Hotel

* Campus Conference Center

* Student Housing (three locations)
* Student Union

An archaeological survey of cultural resources took place on October 21, 2004.
Additional survey efforts took place for the expanded project EIR on February 21 and 22, and
April 12,2007. The 2004 survey resulted in the identification of a bedrock milling site (Site CA-
SDI-17,221) and, while not significant alone, was found to be si gnificant by its association with
Adobe Falls. The 2007 survey resulted in the identification of two additional prehistoric sites
(Sites CA-SDI-18,326 and 18,327). Testing of the two latter resources for significance was
conducted on March 1, 2007, resulting in a finding of no significance.

1.0-1
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Impacts to cultural resources within the SDSU 2007 Campus Master Plan Revision will
not be significant, because no sj gnificant cultural resources would be directly impacted.
Identified indirect impacts to the Adobe Falls City of San Diego Historical Landmark would
likely not result in any decrease in its significance. The recommendation for mitigation of
potential impacts to Site SDI-17,221 is avoidance. Because avoidance of the riparian area in
which Adobe Falls and its associated bedrock milling feature are located js required as a
biological mitigation measure, avoidance does not place an additional constraint on the project.

No mitigation measures are proposed- for historic period structures that will be impacted
by this development because none of those structures were evaluated as significant - historic
resources. No archaeological monitoring is recommended for the Student Union and Campus
Center locations or for the two new residence halls on the site of Maya and Olmeca Hall because
of their distance from drainages or other landforms typically used by Native Americans
(Kennedy and Peterson 1975).

The possibility for the presence of buried cultural resources exists at three of the six
project components and portions of a fourth. Therefore, monitoring by a qualified archaeologist
during grading, trenching, boring for shoring, or excavations for underground utilities is
recommended as part of the Mitigation. Monitoring, and Reporting Program (MMRP). The need
for monitoring by an archaeologist is limited to:

Adobe Falls Faculty/Staff Housing (two locations)
b. Alvarado Campus Park
¢. Alvarado Hote]
d. New Student Housing at Lot C, Lot U, and Lot G.

With the archaeological monitoring requirement in Place, potential impacts to resources
will be reduced to a level below significant and would effectively mitigate any impacts to buried
cultural resources, if present. The archaeological monitor should have the authority to halt or
redirect gréding or excavation in the immediate vicinity of any discovered cultural resources
until such time as those resources can be evaluated for si gnificance under federal, state, and local
criteria.

A copy of this final report will be permanently curated at the SCIC at SDSU. AlJl
identified resources were documented by submission of the appropriate Department of Parks and
Recreation (DPR) forms to the SCIC at SDSU. All notes, photographs, and other business
materials related to our involvement in this project will be curated at the offices of BESA in
Poway, California.

&
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2.0 UNDERTAKING INFORMATION/INTRODUCTION

This report is an update of the cultural resources technical report prepared by BFSA for
the San Diego State University 2005 Master Plan EIR. Revisions of the -project design since
2005 have resulted in the required update and preparation of a revised technical study for the
SDSU 2007 Campus Master Plan Revision (hereafter referred to as the SDSU Master Plan
Revision). Dudek and Associates engaged BFSA to conduct the update of the cultural resources
evaluation for the revised project EIR. Michael Haberkorn of Gatzke, Dillon & Ballance is the
official preparer of the EIR for the SDSU Campus Master Plan (State Clearinghouse Number
2007021020). This updated study examined the locations of proposed facilities within the
campus and included archaeological surveys, institutional records searches, and significance
evaluations of historic structures and prehistoric cultural resources. Statutory requirements for
this undertaking are included in Section 106 of the NHPA, the CEQA as defined in Section
15064.5, Title 14 of the Public Resources Code, and City of San Diego Historical Resources
Guidelines.

The project is located on the SDSU campus (Figures 2.0—1 and —3) in the unsectioned ex-
Mission Lands of Mission San Diego de Alcala, Township 16 South, Range 2 West of the San
Bernardino Meridian, as shown on the USGS La Mesa quadrangle (Figure 2.0-2). The proposed
project consists of the development of six components on the campus to keep pace with the
evolving needs of the university (Figure 2.0-4) to fulfill its mission. The project will be
completed in phases over a period of 20 years with a goal of adding 500 new students per year
for a total of 10,000 new students by 2015.

To accommodate the projected student increase, the proposed project involves the
development of classroom, housing and student support facilities on approximately 55 acres of
land located on the SDSU main campus and adjacent to it. The proposed project consists of the
following six development components:

I. Adobe Falls FacultylStaff Housing — Development of up to 370 residential
dwelling units for facnlty and staff housing on a 33-acre site located north of
Interstate 8. Under this project component, which would consist of an Upper
Village and a Lower Village, 50-70 units would be developed near-term in the
Upper Village, and would be analyzed at the project-level of review. In addition,
250-300 units would be developed long-term in the Lower Village, and would be
analyzed at the program level of review. The specific number of units ultimately to
be developed is dependent upon the vehicle carrying capacities of available access
routes to the site. This project component also would include a swimming pool, a
3,600 gross square foot (GSF) community center, and recreation areas.

2.0-1
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I1. Alvarado Campus — Multi-phase development in northeastern portion of campus.
612,285 GSF of new space; and demolition of 128,678 GSF of existing space;
resulting in a net increase of 483,607 GSF of new space upon buildout.!

A. Phase 1: D Lot - (i) Demolition of existing . structure at 6361
Alvarado Court (12,155 GSF; research and development uses); and (ii)
Development of a new 110,000 GSF 5-story building for academic uses, to be
analyzed at the project-specific level.

B. Phase 2: D Lot — Development of: (1) an 85,000 GSF 5-story
building to house mixed office/research and development uses displaced in
subsequent phases from Alvarado Core Site, to be analyzed at the program
level; and, (ii) an 85,000 GSF 5-story building, 70,000 GSF to house existing
medical/office tenants displaced in subsequent phases from Alvarado Core Site,
and 15,000 GSF to house mixed office/research and development uses
displaced in subsequent phases from Alvarado Core Site, to be analyzed at the
program level.

C. Subsequent Phase/s: Alvarado Core Site — (1) Demolition of five
existing office buildings totaling 116,523 GSF, to be analyzed at program
level?; (i1) Development of three 4/5-story 100,000 GSF buildings, and one 4/5-
story 32,385 GSF building for academic uses, analyzed at program level
(332,285 GSF Alvarado Core Site net total v. 715,000 GSF, revised to reflect
Redevelopment Plan); and (iii) Development of a 6/7-story 552,000 GSF
parking structure for 1,840 vehicles, to be analyzed at program level. [Note:
(1) 191 existing surface parking spaces + 44 below 6386 Alvarado Court total
2,075 spaces; (2) Three Alvarado Core Site buildings to be retained, totaling
102,715 GSF of retained university projects/medical office uses.]

111. Alvarado Hotel — Development of approximately 60,000 GSF 6-story building, to
be owned by Aztec Shops and operated in cooperation with the SDSU School of
Hospitality and Tourism Management, containing up to 120 hotel rooms and studio
suites, located on approximately two acres of existing Lot C immediately north of
Villa Alvarado Residence Hall. To be analyzed at the project-specific level.

' "Within the Alvarado Road Sub-Area of the College Community Redevelopment Project, a maximum of 600,000
square feet of office, 110,000 square feet of research and development, and 5,000 square feet of local serving
commercial uses may develop. Maximum height is eight stories. Uses permitted in the Alvarado Road Sub-Area
are... [See, CCRP Master Project Plan, Oct. 12,1993, pp. 24-27 ] .

% The buildings to be demolished are as follows: (1) 6475 Alvarado Road; (ii) 6495 Alvarado Road; (iii) 6505
Alvarado Road; (iv) 6310 Alvarado Court; and (v) 6330 Alvarado Court.

2.0-2
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1V. Campus Conference Center ~ Development of a new 70,000 GSF 3-story building
on approximately one-half acre located east of Cox Arena (site of existing tennis
courts) for meeting/conference space. To be analyzed at the program level.

V. Student Housing — Development of new student housing resulting in a net increase
of 2,976 student beds, to be developed in multiple phases:
A. Phase 1 - G Lot Residence Hall: Near-term development of a 10-story,
350,000 GSF, Type-1 (reinforced concrete) structure to house 800 student beds.
Building construction would result in the reconfiguration of existing G parking
lot, resulting in a 90% reduction in available surface parking spaces. To be
analyzed at the project-specific level; and,

Office of Housing Administration and Residential Education Office
(OHAREQO): Construction of a 2-story, 15,000 GSF replacement structure
adjacent to H parking lot to replace the structure demolished in Phase 2. To be
analyzed at the project-specific level.

B. Phase 2 — Olmeca/Maya Residence Hall Demo/Rebuild: Demolish
existing Olmeca (Bldg. 47) and Maya (Bldg. 46) residence halls, with a
combined total of 424 beds, and demolish existing OHAREQ (Bldg. 40). Near-
term construction of two 10-story, 350,000 GSF, Type-1 structures, each
housing 800 student beds, to be built on the site of former Olmeca/Maya
residence halls. To be analyzed at the project-specific level.

C. Phase 3 - U Lot Residence Hall: Long-term development of a 10-story,
350,000 GSF, Type-1 structure to house 800 student beds, to be constructed
atop the previously master-planned Parking Structure 7. The development site
presently serves as U parking lot. The Parking Structure would contain spaces
for 750 vehicles, 250 more than previously master-planned. To be analyzed at
the program level.

D. Phase 4 — Villa Alvarado Residence Hall Expansion: Long-term
development of 50 additional two-bedroom apartments, housing 200 student
beds, in 2-3-story structures, as part of the Villa Alvarado housing complex
located on C Lot. To be analyzed at the program level.

VI. Student Union — Renovation of the existing Aztec Center, including up to a 70,000
GSF expansion, to include social space, meeting space, recreation facilities, student
organization offices, and food and retail services. To be analyzed at project-specific
level.

2.0-3
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Figure 2.0-2
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USGS La Mesa Quadrangle (7.5 minute series)
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3.0 PROJECT SETTING

The 55-acre SDSU Master Plan project is situated in the College area of San Diego,
California. The project lies on a terrace of developed soil composed primarily of weathered
Lindavista Formation. This is underlain by the Mission Valley Formation, which is in tarn
underlain by Stadium Conglomerate. The Lindavista Formation is a fossiliferous sedimentary
deposit of Pleistocene age (Kennedy 1975; Deméré and Walsh 1993). Although the Lindavista
Formation is not highly sensitive, fossils from it are valuable because of their unique placement
in the San Diego geologic column.

In prehistoric times, both Archaic and Late Prehistoric cultural groups used this area. By
late prehistoric times, the area around Adobe Falls was important in terms of floral and faunal
resources as well as a fresh water source. The wetlands around Adobe Falls and throughout the
Mission Valley area, as well as the marine resources available in San Diego and Mission Bays,
comprised an environment rich in varied food and fresh water resources that were available
throughout most of the year. At the time of the first European colonization (1769) and
throughout the Spanish Colonial, Mexican, and early American pioneer periods, Adobe Falls and
Mission Valley were impoftant resource areas for both Native Americans and Europeans. Urban
development of the area prior to cultural resource studies precluded any accurate assessment of
archaeological deposits resulting from human use of this part of San Diego, but historic
descriptions of Late Prehistoric villages and early mission life indicate that this was an important
activity area (Engelhardt 1920; Kroeber 1925).

During the historic period, from the late eighteenth century until late in the nineteenth
century, the region was used for agricultural purposes. A small cobblestone dam (Plate 3.0-1) at
the top of Adobe Falls provided water to the gardens of Mission San Diego de Alcala through a
ditch and a tile aqueduct. Later, the falls produced water for agriculture in the Grantville area.
After secularization of Mission San Diego de Alcala, the Davies Family, who raised dairy cattle,
olives, and produced olive oil, used the Mission lands and may have found the water in Alvarado
Creek useful. Farming continued in this part of the city until urban expansion changed the
character of land use in Mission Valley/Grantville and on the mesa to the south. By at least the
late nineteenth century, the springs above Adobe Falls was used as a water source by those
traveling through Alvarado Canyon. The falls were a popular place for swimming in the late
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries because of the several pools and water availability all
year. Students used the Alvarado Creek area for study, and local community groups were
frequent visitors (Teaze and Ward 1973).

Early in the twentieth century, rural land use gave way to increased residential use of the
College area. The State Normal School became the San Diego State Teacher’s College and was
relocated to its present site in 1931. Subsequently, the college became California State College
at San Diego. Later, it became San Diego State University. In 1941, San Diego State College
purchased the Adobe Falls property from Madge Blunt Waring. The falls were listed as City of
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San Diego Historic Landmark Number 80 in 1973. The San Diego State Teacher’s College
campus was listed on the National Register as a historic district in 1997. The entrance to the
service area of Cox Arena is the location where the first doctorate was granted by the CSU
system. to President John F. Kennedy on the occasion of his commencement speech in 1963
(California Landmark Number 798). '

Although the Aztec Bowl was listed on the National Register in 1994 as a stand-alone
structure in 1997, the California State Historic Preservation Officer requested it be de-listed
because of the demolition that took place during construction of Cox Arena. The property no
longer retained integrity (Gene Itogawa OHP, personal communication 2004). The San Diego
State Teacher’s College National Register nomination (listed 1997) refers to the bow! as a non-
contributor. The 2007 SDSU Master Plan will impact neither the Teacher’s College National
Historic District nor the Aztec Bowl.

The College area today is a mixture of university, office, retail, and residential uses,
indicative of the ever-changing needs of the university and the neighborhood around it. The
university itself has changed dramatically since relocating to this site in 1931. The SDSU Master
Plan will continue these changes to keep pace with the changing needs of higher education
provided by the university.
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4.0 RESEARCH DESIGN

At the survey and significance evaluation phases of analysis it is appropriate to identify
the research paradigms used to assess the significance of resources. Theoretical research
constructs are not appropriate here because this is not a mitigation level of effort. In order to
establish a baseline for significance of cultural resources, the appropriate legislation must be
identified. In the case of the SDSU 2007 Master Plan Revision, three pieces of legislation will
be used in determining significance. The NHPA Section 106 is appropriate because part of the
development may require a U.S Army Corps of Engineers permit. To evaluate a resource for
significance at the federal level, National Register Criteria is the scale used to determine
significance. CEQA criteria are also appropriate because SDSU is part of the state school
system. The City of San Diego Resource Protection Ordinance and Historical Resources
Guidelines are also appropriate because the project is within the City limits. Thus the research
design for this project is to determine if any of the cultural resources that will be impacted by the
project qualify as significant under any of the established criteria. If such resources are found to
be significant, impacts must be identified. An impact that reduces the si gnificance of a resource
is an impact that requires mitigation. Conversely, if an impact does not reduce or adversely
affect the significance of a resource, no mitigation is required.

Criteria for National Register eligibility: To qualify as significant in American history, the
architecture, archaeology, engineering, and culture is present in districts, sites, buildings,
structures, and objects that possess integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship,
feeling, and association, and:
A. Are associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad
_ patterns of our history; or
B. Are associated with the lives of persons significant in our past; or
C. Embody distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction, or
that represent the work of a master, or that possess high artistic values, or that
represent a significant and distinguishable entity whose compohents may lack
individual distinction; or
D. Has yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria for significance under CEQA: CEQA criteria for determining significance of a
cultural resource are enumerated in CEQA Section 15064.5(a)(3):
(a) Is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns
of California’s history and cultural heritage;
(b) Is associated with the lives of persons important in our past;
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(c) Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, region, or method of
construction, or represents the work of an important creative individual, or possesses high
artistic values;

(d) Has yielded, or may be ]ike]y to yield, information important in prehistory or history.

Thus, if a historical resource has been found to be significant under CEQA Section
15064.5(a)(3), then Section 15064.5 (b) would apply: “A project with an effect that may cause a
substantial adverse change in the significance of an historical resource is a project that may have
a significant effect on the environment.” Moreover, “When a project will affect state-owned
historical resourcéé, as described in Public Resources Code Section 5024, and the lead agency is
a state agency, the lead agency shall consult with the State Historic Preservation Officer as
provided in Public Resources Code 5024.5. Consultation should be coordinated in a timely
fashion with the preparation of environmental documents” [CEQA Section 15-64.5(b)(5)]. In
addition to CEQA, Title 14 PRC §21083.2 defines “unique archaeological resource” and states
that the lead agency determines whether a project will have a significant effect on unique
archaeological resources. That code also identifies impacts and miti gation measures. Title 14
PRC §21084.1 defines “historical resource” and states that a project may have a significant effect
on the environment if it causes a substantial change in the significance of a historical resource.

Criteria for significance under City of San Diego: The City of San Diego Historical
Resources Guidelines provides instructions on how to address issues of si gnificance and identify
impacts, including mitigation measures for unavoidable impacts. City of San Diego Historical
Resources Guidelines identifies a significant historical resource at the local level as “any
improvement, building, structure, sign, interior element and fixture, feature, site, place, district,
area or object may be designated as historic by the City of San Diego Historical Resources Board
if it meets any of the following criteria:

a. Exemplifies or reflects special elements of the City’s, a community’s or a
neighborhood’s historical, archaeological, cultural, social, economic, political,
aesthetic, engineering, landscaping or architectural development; or,

Is identified with persons or events significant in local, state or national hi story;

¢. Embodies distinctive characteristics of style, type, period or method of
construction or is a valuable example of the use of indigenous material or
craftsmanship; or,

d. Is representative of the notable work of a master builder, designer, architect,
engineer, landscape architect, interior desi gner, artist or craftsman; or,

e. Is listed or has been determined eligible by the National Park Service for listing
on the National Register of Historic Places or is listed or has been determined
eligible by the State Historical Preservation Office for listing on the State Register
of Historical Resources; or,
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Is a finite group of resources related to one another in a clearly distinguishable
way or is a geographically definable area or neighborhood containing
improvements which have a special character, historical interest or aesthetic value
or which represent one or more architectural periods or styles in the history and
development of the City.” '
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5.0 METHODOLOGY

BFSA first conducted a survey and evaluation of resources in 2004 based upon
improvements proposed in six separate locations as part of the SDSU 2005 Campus Master Plan.
Because that was a programmatic' EIR study, the assessment of impacts to significant resources
was based on generalized improvement proposals. As a result of changes to the SDSU 2005
Campus Master Plan, new studies were required and the SDSU 2007 Campus Master Plan
Revision was developed. The revised development now includes six development components
that will be impacted over a larger portion of the campus than the 2005 plan. Because the EIR
will now require both project-level and program-level analysis, impacts and miti gation measures
are included in this report. '

The first step in the significance evaluation process was to determine if any cultural
resources were present within any of the areas of potential effect (APE). Once the cultural
resource survey (Phase I) was complete, a significance evaluation (Phase II) was needed for each
newly discovered resource. The methods employed to conduct the significance evaluation
program focused on two primary methods: historic structure analysis and archaeological testing.

3.1 Landmark and Historic Structure Analysis

Standing structures are the most obvious resources on the campus. For this reason, a
review of all registered historic structures was necessary to separate those that are known to be
significant from those that had not been evaluated for significance. This was accomplished in
two ways; first, a field reconnaissance was conducted to identify any buildings in any of the
APEs that were potentially significant historic sites on the basis of apparent age, and second,
historic registry lists were reviewed to identify structures previously registered.

The changes in project design have resulted in avoiding the San Diego State Teacher’s
College and the Aztec Bowl National Register properties, as well as the State Historic Landmark
location of President Kennedy’s honorary doctorate; therefore, no additional evaluation of those
registered sites was required. Because the Adobe Falls City of San Diego Historical Landmark
could possibly be impacted by the proposed project, that site was evaluated for impacts. For the
present configuration, the Aztec Center, Maya and Olmeca Residence Halls, and the two
residential structures that make up the Student and Residential Life Administration had to be
evaluated for significance using criteria identified in Section 4.0. At the federal and state levels,
a structure must be 50 years of age to be considered historic. At the local level (City of San
Diego), the historic threshold is 45 years of age. Any of the structures that reached the minimum
age threshold were evaluated for significance according to the criteria enumerated in Section 4.0.
Any of the structures evaluated as significant under any of the criteria were considered in the
mitigation measures (Section 8.0).
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5.2 Archaeoclogical Testing (Phase II)

The archaeological surveys of the SDSU Master Plan project resulted in the identification
of three prehistoric sites. These sites were situated north of Interstate 8 near Adobe Falls. The
area north of Interstate 8 is the only undeveloped portion of the project. -To produce data for
significance evaluations, the prehistoric sites were subjected to a standard archaeo]ogicél Phase
I testing program. Field testing was performed by qualified archaeologists from BFSA.
Because of extensive pipeline and highway development, which resulted in disturbances to the
environment, the potential for prehistoric archaeological deposits within this portion of the
project was low. All of the archaeological sites identified in the Adobe Falls area were
subsequently tested for significance according to NHPA Section 106, CEQA, and City of San
Diego criteria. ,

The cultural resource testing program consisted of a surface collection, subsurface
investigations, detailed recordation of all milling features, and significance evaluations. To
initiate this process, a site datum was established as a permanent control point within each site
area. Subsequently, the site datum, surface artifacts and features, and test excavations were
mapped using a hand-held Trimble Geo XT Global Positioning System (GPS) unit equipped with
TerraSync software. Surface artifacts were collected. The collected artifacts were then bagged,
labeled, and returned to the laboratory of BFSA for further analysis.

A series of shovel test pits (STPs) was instituted at several of the sites to identify the
nature and extent of any subsurface deposits. Placement of the STPs within each site depended
on the extent of the surface artifacts and location of milling features. The shovel test series
consisted of 30-by-30 centimeter excavations that proceeded in decimeter levels downward to a
minimum depth of 30 centimeters, where sufficient soils remained. In addition, one-by-one
meter test units were excavated at two of the sites to test for a subsurface deposit in the areas
where the highest concentration of surface and subsurface artifacts was recovered. Each test unit
was also excavated in standard decimeter levels to a depth of 50 centimeters. All excavated soils
were sifted through one-eighth-inch mesh screens. »

The testing program also included the detailed recordation of all milling features at each
site. Documentation included mapping each feature in relation to the established site datum, in
addition to the individual measurement of each bedrock feature and milling surface. The
attributes of each surface were recorded on data forms developed specifically for the recordation
of milling surfaces; the length, width, and depth of each surface was noted, in addition to the
general overall characteristic of the surface (i.e., slick, oval, mortar, etc.). In certain areas of the
sites, accumulated soils and vegetation were removed from the surface of bedrock features so
that the entire surface of the feature was exposed. All features were sketched and photographed
as part of the recordation process.

All surface collections and excavations were mapped using a hand-held Trimble Geo XT
GPS unit equipped with TerraSync software. All information from the field testing was returned
to the BFSA for processing.
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5.3 Laboratory Analysis

In keeping with generally accepted archaeological procedures, the specimens collected
during the investigations were categorized as to artifact form, mineralogy, and function.
Comparative collections curated in the laboratory of BFSA may have been referenced in
identifying unusual or highly fragmentary specimens. The cataloging process for the recovered
specimens utilized a classification system commonly employed in this region. After cataloging
and identification, the collections were marked with the appropriate provenience and catalog
information, and then packaged for permanent curation. No radiocarbon dating or other
specialized studies were conducted as part of this project due to a lack of appropriate material.

5.4 Archival Research

In order to supplement the information contained in SDSU 2005 Master Plan, additional
historic research was undertaken to ensure all affected historic structures were identified as part
of the resource evaluation process. The goal was to review the 2005 historic structures mventory
on campus and update as appropriate any previous assessments performed for those structures.
In some cases, additional building information was required for the 2007 project EIR to include
those structures that were not previously part of the Master Plan or only recently met the age
threshold to be considered an historic resource. BFSA obtained original nomination forms for
the three landmark sites and the National Register district located in the Master Plan boundaries
in order to identify the exact nature of each nomination, and to identify which listed resources on
the campus needed to be addressed for impacts resulting from the proposed projects.

5.5 Technical Report Preparation

This report is formatted using the Archaeological Resource Management Report
Guidelines (ARMR) as presented in ARMR Recommended Contents and Format (February 1990
California Office of Historic Preservation) and contains a brief history of the area, a discussion
of the potential resources, a discussion of the field and archival methods employed, and the
results of the significance evaluation program. The report also contains a discussion of any
impacts, both immediate and cumulative, as well as mitigation measures to ameliorate any
impacts that would reduce the significance of cultural resources. The report includes all
appropriate maps and tabular information needed to make a complete and comprehensive
presentation of these activities, including the personnel involved. :

DPR forms were completed for any unrecorded resources and submitted to SCIC as
required by archaeological and historical convention as well as by the City of San Diego.
Recordation does not indicate eligibility for inclusion on the National Register, a state register, or
City Historical Landmarks Register.

All project field notes, photographs, maps, research materials, and business files will be
curated at the offices of BFSA in Poway, California.
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6.0 REPORT OF FINDINGS

A cultural resources study was conducted on October 21, 2004 for the SDSU 2005
Campus Master Plan. Additional studies were conducted for the redesigned project EIR for the
2007 Campus Master Plan Revision on February 21 and 22, and on April 12, 2007. The
institutional records search results are discussed in Section 6.1. The cultural resource survey is
addressed in Section 6.2. Three prehistoric archaeological sites and three historic structures were
identified within the project during the survey and consequently were evaluated for significance.
The testing of the three prehistoric sites is discussed in Section 6.3, and the historic structure
analysis of the three historic structures is discussed in Section 6.4.

6.1 Results of Records Search

A Sacred Lands File search was requested from the Native American Heritage
Commission (NAHC) on February 20, 2007. The NAHC did not identify any sacred sites within
one mile of the project center (Appendix 1II). At the request of the NAHC, letters were sent to
representatives of local tribes requesting any information regarding sacred sites within the
project area. None of the persons contacted identified any sacred lands within a mile of the
project center.

The archaeological records search for the SDSU 2005 Master Plan was conducted at the
SCIC at SDSU on October 25, 2004. Several historic resources are listed within one mile of
SDSU, of which the most notable are the San Diego State Teacher’s College, SDSU as the
location of the first Doctorate granted in the state college system, the Aztec Bowl, and Adobe
Falls. In all, 68 listings for historic structures appeared in the record search; most are the result
of focused surveys required by the City of San Diego for resources over 45 years of age.

The archaeological records search was updated on February 22, 2007 at the SCIC at
SDSU (Appendix II). The record search update included Site CA-SDI-17,221, which was
documented by BFSA as part of the assessment for the SDSU 2005 Master Plan (discussed in
Section 6.2) and two isolated artifacts. Tables 6.0-1 and -2 list the archaeological resources and
studies within the one-mile radius of the project. The two archaeological isolates were a single
quartzite core reported from the Adobe Falls campus and a metate with associated shellfish
remains in the canyon below Lot U. The two additional archaeological sites discovered as a
result of additional surveys conducted for the 2007 Master Plan did not appear on the updated
record search, but have been recorded and assigned the trinomials CA-SDI1-18,326 and 18,327.
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Table 6.0-1
Archaeological Resources Located within a One-Mile Radius of the
SDSU 2007 Campus Master Plan Revision

Site No. S Description
Prehistoric
P-37-015591 Single quartzite core
SDI-9899 Isolated portable metate and shell scatter
SDI-17,221 Bedrock milling feature
Table 6.0-2

Previous Studies within a One-Mile Radius of the
SDSU 2007 Campus Master Plan Revisicn

Citations

Kyle, Carolyn and Dennis Gallegos
1980 1995  Cultural Resource Survey Report for the Adobe Falls Sewer Alignment
Project. Gallegos & Associates. Submitted to P & D Technologies. Unpublished
Report on file at SCIC, San Diego State University, San Diego, CA. 92182.

Price, Harry J. Jr.
1981 . Phase 1 Archaeological Survey Report for Lane Additions and Sound Barrier on
Interstate 8 11-SD-8 P.M. 8.5-10.4 1203-189821. Caltrans. Unpublished Report on
file at SCIC, San Diego State University, San Diego, CA. 92182.

Donovan, Mary J. and Don Laylander
1985 Negative Archaeological Survey Report: Proposed Westbound Auxiliary Lane on
Route 8., P.M. 6.3-8.1, 11222-169660. CALTRANS. Submitted to Caltrans.
Unpublished Report on file at SCIC, San Diego State University, San Diego, CA.
92182.

Kelsay, Richalene
1986 Negative Archaeological Survey Report: Proposed Additional Project Limits for
Westbound Auxiliary Lane on Interstate 8, 11-SD-8 P.M. 5.8/9.7 11222-169660.
Caltrans. Submitted to Caltrans. Unpublished Report on file at SCIC, San Diego
State University, San Diego, CA. 92182.
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City of San Diego

1982

Roth, Linda

1983

1988  Environmental Impact Report for Alvarado Water Filtration Plant Expansion
and Rehabilitation. Lawrence C. Monserrate. Submitted to City of San Diego.
Unpublished Report on file at SCIC, San Diego State University, San Diego, CA.

- 92182.

1992 Cultural Resources Survey College Area Redevelopment Project EIR 131.4
Acres. Roth and Associates.  Submitted to Cotton Beland Associates Inc.
Unpublished Report on file at SCIC, San Diego State University, San Diego, CA.

92182.

6.0-3



The SDSU 2007 Campus Master Plan Revision

Figure 6.0-1
Cultural Resource Location Map

(Deleted for Public Review; Bound Separately)
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Figure 6.0-2
View of Cujtural Resource Locations

(Deleted for Public Review; Bound Separately)
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6.2 Results of Cultural Resources Survey (Phase 1)

The cultural resources survey was conducted on October 21, 2004 for the SDSU 2005
Campus Master Plan. Additional surveys were conducted for the redesi gned project EIR for the
SDSU 2007 Master Plan Revision on'February 21 and 22, and on April 12, 2007. All six of the
proposed project component sites were surveyed. A '

6.2.1 Adobe Falls Faculty/Staff Housing
The Adobe Falls area has been identified as the location of the Adobe Falls Faculty/Staff
Housing developments. Three bedrock milling sites (Sites SDI-17,221, SDI-18,326, and SDI-
18,327) were identified and recorded within the Adobe Falls area as a result of the surveys
conducted for the SDSU 2005 Master Plan and SDSU 2007 Master Plan Revision. A full
description of the sites and testing of the sites in detail is provided in Section 6.3.

6.2.2 Alvarado Campus
The Alvarado Campus site is now occupied by a complex of medical offices and research
facilities and parking Lot D. No structures within the site have architectural or historical
significance, nor are any of the existing buildings old enough to be considered historic under
National Register, CEQA, or City of San Diego guidelines.

6.2.3 Alvarado Hotel
The Alvarado Hotel will be located on approximately two acres of Lot C. No structures
are present at the site, and it is entirely paved for parking.

6.2.4 Campus Conference Center
The Campus Conference Center will consist of a new 70,000 square foot, three-story
building located east of Cox Arena. No structures are present at the site of the proposed Campus
Conference Center.

6.2.5 Student Housing
Student housing is planned for Parking Lots G, C, and U. Lot G is not occupied by any
structures and is entirely paved for parking. Lot C is located adjacent to Alvarado Creek, and
Lot U is at the head of a side canyon that leads to Alvarado Canyon. There are no standing
structures at either of these locations. Two additional residence halls are proposed for the site
now occupied by Maya and Olmeca Residence Halls and the Student and Residential Life
Administration facility. The latter will be relocated to a new building to be constructed adjacent
to Lot H. Maya and Olmeca Halls and the Student and Residential Life Administration facility
were found to be of historic age and were consequently evaluated for significance. The historic

structure analysis is discussed in detail in Section 6.4.
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6.2.6 Student Union

The Student Union component consists of the renovation of the existing Aztec Center,
including up to 70,000 square foot expansion, and will require the demolition of the 5,200 square
foot La Tienda Building. The existing Aztec Center does not have any architectural or historical
significance, nor is it old enough to be considered historic under National Register, CEQA, or
City of San Diego guidelines. According to SDSU records, the La Tienda building is an addition
to the Aztec Center constructed in 1966 and was substantially enlarged in the 1990s. This part of
the Aztec Center does not meet the age criteria as a historic structure. Moreover, La Tienda has
been substantially altered by the 1990s enlargement and retains no integrity of original.design.
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Figure 6.0-3
Adobe Falls Faculty/Staff Housing Proposed Development,
Grading Envelopes, and Cultural Resources

(Deleted for Public Review; Bound Separately)
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6.3 Results of Testing of Cultural Resources (Phase II)

Three archaeological sites (Sites SDI-17,221, SDI-18,326, and SDI-18,327) were
identified and recorded within the Adobe Falls area as a direct result of the surVeys conducted by
BFSA for the SDSU 2005 Master Plan and SDSU 2007 Master Plan Revision (Figure 6.0-3).

6.3.1 Site SDI-17,22]
Phase 1I testing of Site SDI-17,221 was conducted November 9, 2004. The site consists
of one bedrock milling feature.

Description

Site SDI-17,221 is a prehistoric bedrock milling site located on the southwest side of
Alvarado Creek in the northeastern portion of the Adobe Falls/North Campus parcel. The site
consists of a single bedrock milling feature. Since no other bedrock milling features were
located near the falls, this bedrock milling feature may be the one listed as part of the Adobe
Falls nomination as a City Historic Landmark. This site was listed as a contributing element of
the Adobe Falls City Historical Landmark Adobe Falls, a natural waterfall along the Alvarado
Creek drainage. The falls were described in the City Historic Landmark nomination form as a
place where Native American grinding surfaces were found on rocks. The form lists “several
waterfalls, three pools, stream bed of Alvarado Canyon, bedrock mortars and grinding slicks,
flora, and fauna.” Additional historic significance is imparted to the falls due to the historic use
of the area by the mission, pioneer farmers, travelers, bathers, science classes, and community
groups (Nomination Form).

The majority of the area surrounding the site has been completely disturbed and impacted
by numerous construction projects including the construction of Interstate 8, the main water line
from Lake Murray, and a sewage pipeline. Vegetation at the site consists of riparian species and
palm trees along the creek, and native inland sage scrub on the slopes of the hills north of the
creek. The areas to the south and west of the site have been impacted and contain only
introduced grasses and shrubs. Elevation at this site is approximately 250 feet above mean sea
level (AMSL). The general configuration of the resource is shown in Figure 6.0-4. The setting
of the site is shown in photographs provided in Plates 6.0-1 and —2.

Field Investigations :
The BFSA field investigations at Site SDI-17,221 were conducted using the standard
methodologies described in Section 5.0.

Surface Recordation

The entire surface of the site was inspected for artifacts and features, all of which were
provenienced from one datum established at the site. The datum was established at a high point
from which the feature and excavations could be measured. Vegetation was dense along the
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creek but was sparse over most of the area near the site; subsequently, surface visibility was
good across the majority of the area. A single bedrock milling feature was identified as Bedrock
Milling Feature (BMF) A at the site. The location of the feature is shown in Figure 6.0-4.

Table 6.0-3
Bedrock Milling Feature A Data, Site SDI-17,221
The SDSU 2007 Campus Master Plan Revision

Feature Location Surface Type Dimensions
From Datom A

A 113°/ 112 Feet 1 Slick 18.0x19.0x 0.1 cm.
2 Slick 24.0x26.0x 0.1 cm.

3 Slick 24.0x27.0x 0.1 cm.

4 Slick 19.0x25.0x 0.1 cm.

5 Slick 20.0x22.0x 0.1 cm.

6 Slick 20.0x21.0x 0.1 cm.

7 Slick 15.0x21.0x 0.1 cm.

8 Shick 18.0 x 20.0 x 0.1 cm.

9 Slick 15.0x19.0x 0.1 cm.

10 Slick 23.0x24.0x 0.1 cm.

11 Slick 17.0x 18.0x 0.1 cm.

BMF A contained a total of eleven grinding surfaces, all slicks. The slicks ranged in
length from 15 to 27 centimeters. The surfaces of the bedrock outcrops were extremely
weathered; therefore, the edges of the grinding surfaces were often difficult to identify. The
bedrock feature is illustrated in Figure 6.0-5 and shown in a photograph in Plate 6.0-3.
Measurements of individual grinding surfaces are presented in Table 6.0-3.

The entire surface of the site was thoroughly inspected for surface artifacts, yet no
artifacts were identified. As no surface artifacts were located, the mapping of the bedrock
feature resulted in the delineation of the surface expression of the site, which measures
approximately 15.2 meters (50 feet) from west to east by 15.2 meters (50 feet) from north to
south and covers 182 square meters (1,960 square feet).

Subsurface Excavation

The potential for subsurface cultural deposits at Site SDI-17,221 was investigated by
excavating four STPs. Shovel test pits were positioned in areas containing sufficient soil in close
proximity to the bedrock milling feature, in order to test for the presence of a subsurface
expression at the site. The locations of the STPs are shown in Figure 6.04. All of the shovel
tests were excavated in decimeter levels to at least 30 centimeters, unless bedrock was
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encountered. None of the STPs were positive for cultural material. The detailed provenience
information for the STPs is presented in Table 6.0-4. No subsurface component was identified
in association with the bedrock milling feature.

Table 6.0-4
Shovel Test Recovery Data, Site SDI-17,221
The SDSU 2007 Campus Master Plan Revision

Location Azimuth/Depth Quantity/ Recovery Material Cat.

Range Weight ' No.
1  63°/ 54 Feet 0-10 No Recovery
10-20 No Recovery
20-30 No Recovery
2 114°/ 42 Feet 0-10 No Recovery
10-20 No Recovery
20-30 No Recovery
3 134°/ 53 Feet 0-10 No Recovery
10-20 No Recovery
20-30 No Recovery
4 136°/ 72 Feet 0-10 No Recovery
10-20 No Recovery
20-30 No Recovery
Summary

The investigation of Site SDI-17,221 revealed no surface artifacts and no subsurface
cultural deposits. The single bedrock milling feature present indicates that site activities were
focused on seed processing. A late prehistoric utilization is suggested; however, no distinct
diagnostic artifacts were recovered. The site exhibits no intact subsurface cultural deposits, and
no potential for buried hearth features. Based on the absence of surface artifacts and a
subsurface deposit, the site exhibits no additional research potential. It is, however, listed as a
contributor to the listed Adobe Falls City Historical Landmark, a significant cultural resource.
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Figure 6.0-4
Excavation Location Map — Site SDI-17,221

(Deleted for Public Review; Bound Separately)
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Plate 6.8-2 View of Site SDI-17,221, facing east.
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Bedrock Milling Feature A
Site SDI-17,221
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Plate 6.9-3 Bedrock Milling Feature A, Site SDI-17,221.
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6.3.2 Site SDI-18,326

Description

Site SDI-18,326 is characterized by a prehistoric bedrock milling feature located on the
south side of Alvarado Creek within the Lower Village grading envelope. The site was
identified during the 2007 field survey and consists of a single bedrock milling feature with a
minimal associated cultural deposit. This site was not listed as a contributing element of the
Adobe Falls City Historical Landmark, perhaps because it is several hundred feet downstream.
Elevation at this site is 202 feet AMSL.

The majority of the area surrounding the site has been completely disturbed and impacted
by numerous construction projects including the construction of Interstate 8, the main water line
from Lake Murray, and a sewage pipeline. Vegetation at the site consists of riparian species and
palm trees along the creek, and native inland sage scrub on the slopes of the hills north of the
creek. The areas to the south and west of the site have been impacted and contain only
introduced grasses and shrubs. The general configuration of the resource is shown in Figure 6.0
6. The setting of the site is shown in a photograph provided in Plate 6.0-4. The project area was
surveyed, and the site identified on February 22, 2007. Phase Il testing for significance was
conducted March 1, 2007.

Field Investigations

The BFSA field investigations at Site SDI-18,326 were conducted using the standard
methodologies described in Section 5.0. Testing of the site consisted of the removal of soils
from the grinding surfaces, mapping and recordation of the milling feature, the excavation of
nine shovel test pits, and the excavation of a single one-meter-square test unit in the area of the
milling feature. Excavated soil was screened through one-eighth-inch hardware cloth to separate
artifacts and ecofacts from the soil. Artifacts and ecofacts identified by this method were placed
in level bags with the appropriate provenience recorded on each bag and returned to the BFSA
laboratory for analysis.

Surface Recordation

The entire surface of the site was inspected for artifacts and features, all of which were
provenienced using a hand-held Trimble Geo XT Global Positioning System (GPS) unit
equipped with TerraSync software. Vegetation was dense along the creek but was sparse over
most of the area near the site; subsequently, surface visibility was good across the majority of the
area. A single bedrock milling feature was identified as Bedrock Milling Feature (BMF) A at the
site. The location of the feature is shown in Figure 6.0-6.

BMF A contained a total of five grinding surfaces, all slicks. Slicks ranged in length
from 17 to 27 centimeters. The surfaces of the bedrock outcrops were extremely weathered;
therefore, the edges of the grinding surfaces were often difficult to ideniify. The bedrock feature

6.0-16



The SDSU 2007 Campus Master Plan Revision

is illustrated in Figure 6.0-7 and shown in a photograph in Plate 6.0-5. Measurements for
individual grinding surfaces are presented in Table 6.0-5.

Table 6.0-5
Bedrock Milling Feature A Data, Site SDI-18,326
The SDSU 2007 Campus Master Plan Revision

Feature Surface  Type Dimensions
A 1 Slick 21.0x16.0x <1.0cm
2 Slick 27.0x17.0% <1.0cm
3 Slick 17.0x12.0x <1.0 cm
4 Slick 22.0x15.0x<1.0cm
5 Slick 18.0x21.0x <1.0 cm

The entire surface of the site was thoroughly inspected for surface artifacts, and only nine
surface artifacts were identified at four locations (Table 6.0-6). Mapping of the surface artifacts
and the bedrock feature resulted in the delineation of the surface expression of the site, which
measures approximately 61 meters (200 feet) from west to east by 24.4 meters (80 feet) from
north to south and covers 1,042 square meters (11,200 square feet).

Table 6.0-6
Surface Collection Data, Site SDI-18,326
The SDSU 2007 Campus Master Plan Revision

Surface Quantity/ Weight | Artifact Material Type Catalog
() Type No.
1 1/1007.0g. Mano(s) Granite 1
) Core .
1 1/2292 g Tool(s) Quartzite 2
2 1 Core(s) Quartzite 3
Medium-grained
3 1 Flake(s) Metavolcanic 4
4 1/570.0 g. Mano(s) Granite 5
4 4 Flake(s) Quartzite 6
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Subsurface Excavation

The potential for subsurface cultural deposits at Site SDI-18,326 was investigated by
excavating nine STPs. STPs were positioned in areas containing sufficient soil in close
proximity to the BMF A, in order to test for the presence of a subsurface expression at the site.
The locations of the STPs are shown in Figure 6.0-6. All of the STPs were excavated in
decimeter levels to at least 30 centimeters, unless bedrock was encountered. None of the STPs
excavated at Site SD]—18,326 were positive for cultural material. The detailed provenience
information for the STPs is presented in Table 6.0-7.

Table 6.0-7
Shovel Test Recovery Data, Site SDI-18,326
The SDSU 2007 Campus Master Plan Revision

S,?,g::l Depth Quantity/ Recovery/Material
0-10
1 égjg No Recovery
30-40
0-10
2 10-20 No Recovery
20-30
0-10
3 10-20 No Recovery
20-30
0-10
4 ég:gg No Recovery
30-40
0-10
5 10-20 No Recovery
20-30
0-10
6 ég:?g No Recovery
30-40
0-10
7 ;8:?8 No Recovery
30-40
8 0-10 No Recovery
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S'?Z:: ! Depth Quantity/ Recovery/Material
10-20
20-25
0-10
9 10-20 No Recovery
20-30 ‘1

To further test for a focused subsurface component, a single one-meter-square test unit
was excavated in decimeter levels to a total depth of 50 centimeters (Plate 6.0-6). A total of
three lithic production waste (LPW) flakes were recovered from the test unit. The test unit
recovery is detailed in Table 6.0-8.

Table 6.0-8
Test Unit Recovery Data, Site SDI-18,326
The SDSU 2007 Campus Master Plan Revision

Depth(cm) | Quantity A,;?iict Material Type Cz;?:og
0-10 No Recovery
Medium-grained

10-20 : Flake(s) Metavolgcanic 39

1 Flake(s) Quartzite 40
20-30 1 Flake(s) Medium-grained 41

Metavolcanic

30-40 No Recovery
40-50 No Recovery

The shovel tests recovered no artifacts and indicate that there are no intact subsurface
deposits at the site. This was verified by the sparse recovery from the test unit excavation.

Summary

Site SDI-18,326 measures approximately 61 meters (200 feet) from west to east by 24.4
meters (80 feet) from north to south and covers 1,042 square meters (11,200 square feet). The
investigation of the site exhausted the research potential through the thorough recordation of
surface features and analysis of the subsurface component. The site is interpreted as a limited
use area. The single bedrock milling feature present at the site indicates that site activities were
focused on food processing. A late prehistoric utilization is suggested; however no distinct
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diagnostic artifacts were recovered. The presence of battered quartzite is notable in association
with milling as it was commonly used to sharpen (peck) milling surfaces (Kyle and Gallegos
1993). Site SDI-18,326 exhibits a very limited subsurface cultural deposit. The site exhibits no
unique elements, little variability in milling surfaces and artifacts, and no additional research
potential.
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Figure 6.0-6
Excavation Location Map — Site SDI-18,326

(Deleted for Public Review; Bound Separately)
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Eﬁaté 6.0-5 Bedrock Milling Feature A, Site SDI-18,326.
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Plate 6.0-6 Test Unit, Site SDI-18,326.
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6.3.3 Site SDI-18,327

Description

Site SDI-18,327 is characterized as a prehistoric bedrock milling feature located on the
south side of Alvarado Creek in the northern portion of the Adobe Falls/North Campus parcel,
within the grading envelope of the future Lower Village. The site was identified during the 2007
Phase 1 field survey and consists of a single BMF and very limited subsurface recovery.
Elevation at this site is 207 feet AMSL.

The majority of the area surrounding the site has been completely disturbed and impacted
by numerous construction projects including the construction of Interstate 8, the main water line
from Lake Murray, and a sewage pipeline. Vegetation at the site consists of riparian species and
palm trees along the creek, and native inland sage scrub on the slopes of the hills north of the
creek. The areas to the south and west of the site have been impacted and contain only
introduced grasses and shrubs. The general configuration of the resource is shown in Figure 6.0-
9. The setting of the site is shown in a photograph provided in Plate 6.0-7. The project area was
surveyed and the site identified on February 22, 2007, and Phase 1 testing was conducted March
1, 2007.

Field Investigations

The BFSA field investigations at Site SDI-18,327 were conducted using the standard
methodologies described in Section 5.0. Testing of the site consisted of the removal of soils
from the grinding surfaces, mapping and recordation of the milling feature, the excavation of
nine shovel test pits, and the excavation of a single one meter square test unit in the area of the
milling feature. Excavated soil was screened through one-eighth-inch hardware cloth to separate
artifacts and ecofacts from the soil. Artifacts and ecofacts identified by this method were placed
in level bags with the appropriate provenience recorded on each bag and returned to the BFSA
laboratory for analysis.

Surface Recordation

The entire surface of the site was inspected for artifacts and features, all of which were
provenienced from one datum established at the site. The datum was established at a high point
from which the feature and excavations could be measured. The datum was located using a
hand-held Trimble Geo XT Global Positioning System (GPS) unit equipped with TerraSync
software. Vegetation was dense along the creek but was sparse over most of the area near the
site; subsequently, surface visibility was good across the majority of the area. A single BMF was
identified as BMF A at the site. The location of the feature is shown in Figure 6.0-9.

BMF A contained a total of nine grinding surfaces, all slicks. Slicks ranged in length
from 16 to 26 centimeters. The surfaces of the bedrock outcrops were extremely weathered;
therefore, the edges of the grinding surfaces were often difficult tc identify. BMF A is illustrated
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in Figure 6.0-10 and shown in a photograph in Plate 6.0-8. Measurements for individual
grinding surfaces are presented in Table 6.0-9.

The entire surface of the site was thoroughly inspected for surface artifacts; no artifacts
were 1dentified. As no surface artifacts were located, the mapping of the bedrock feature
resulted in the delineation of the surface expression of the site, which measures approximately
19.8 meters (65 feet) from west to east by 19.8 meters (65 feet) from north to south and covers
294 square meters (3,168.75 square feet).

Table 6.0-9
Bedrock Milling Feature A Data, Site SDI-18,327
The SDSU 2007 Campus Master Plan Revision _

Feature Surface Type Dimensions J
A 1 Slick 26.0x15.0x <1.0cm
2 Slick 20.0x9.0x <1.0cm
3 Slick 240x14.0x <1.0cm
4 Slick 23.0x10.0x <1.0cm
5 Slick 20.0x 13.0x <1.0cm
6 Slick 16.0x12.0x <1.0cm
7 Slick 22.0x17.0x<1.0cm
8 Slick 21.0x13.0x <1.0 cm
9 Slick 18.0x 10.0 x <1.0 cm

Subsurface Excavation

The potential for subsurface cultural deposits at Site SDI-18,327 was investigated by
excavating nine shovel test pits (STPs) and one standard one-meter square test unit. Shovel test
pits were positioned in areas containing sufficient soil in close proximity to the bedrock milling
feature, in order to test for the presence of a subsurface expression at the site. The locations of
the STPs are shown in Figure 6.0-9. All of the shovel tests were excavated in decimeter levels
to at least 30 centimeters, unless bedrock was encountered. None of the STPs were positive for
cultural material. The detailed provenience information for the STPs is presented in Table 6.0—
10.
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Table 6.0-10
Shovel Test Recovery Data, Site SDI-18,327
The SDSU 2007 Campus Master Plan Revision

Shovel Depth Quantity Artifact Material
Test (cm) Type Type.
0-10 '
1 - 10-20 No Recovery
20-30
- 0-10
2 10-20 No Recovery
20-30
0-10
3 10-20 No Recovery
20-30

In addition to the STPs, a single test unit was excavated to verify the lack of a subsurface
component (Plate 6.0-9). The test unit was excavated in decimeter levels to a total depth of 50
centimeters. Only a very small quantity of artifacts was recovered from the test unit excavation.
The detailed provenience information for the test unit excavation is provided in Table 6.0-11.
The result of the subsurface investigations was that no subsurface component was identified in

association with BMF A.

Table 6.0-11
Test Unit Recovery Data, Site SDI-18,327
The SDSU 2007 Campus Master Plan Revision

lz:ll:)h Quantlté /)Wﬂght Artifact Type Material Type ng(ljl.og
0-10 No Recovery
Medium-grained
10-20 | Flake(s) Metavolcanic 1
Utilized .

20-30 1/147 ¢ Flake(s) Quartzite 12
30-40 No Recovery

40-50 No Recovery
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Summary

The overall site, as identified by the bedrock feature, measures approximately 9.7 meters
(32 feet) from west to east by 9.2 meters (30 feet) from north to south and covers 66.9 square
meters (716.82 square feet). The investigation of Site SDI-18,327 revealed no surface artifacts
and no cultural deposit located at the site. The single bedrock milling feature present at the site
indicates that site activities were focused on floral food processing. The site is interpreted as a
limited use area. A late prehistoric utilization is suggested; however no distinct diagnostic
artifacts were recovered. Site SDI-18,327 exhibits no intact subsurface cultural deposits, and no
potential for buried hearth features. The site exhibits no unique elements, limited variability in
artifacts and milling surfaces, and retains no additional research potential.
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Figure 6.0-9
Excavation Location Map - Site SDI-18,327

(Deleted for Public Review; Bound Separately)
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Plate 6.0-8 Bedrock Mitling Feature A, Site SDI-18,327.
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i

Plate 6.0-9 Test Unit, Site SDI-18,327.
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6.4 Historic Structure Analysis

An historic structure analysis was conducted of the Maya and Olmeca Residence Halls
and the Student and Residential Life Administration facilities following their identification as
historic structures during the cultural resource survey.

6.4.1 Maya and Olmeca Residence Halls

The Maya and Olmeca Residence Halls, while two separate buildings, are the same
design in mirror image of the other (Plates 6.0-10 and —11). They are separated by a large lawn
and covered walkway that connects the two (Plate 6.0-12). A sports field on the south side of
the compound includes a swimming pool. )

Maya and Olmeca Residence Halls are approximately 48 years old. The architect is
listed as the Office of the State Architect, and no builder is listed in the records supplied by
SDSU staff. The brick exterior finish is the antithesis of austerity, reflecting a trend in university
architecture that is characterized by sleek and angular forms, lackin g in adornment. The physical
organization of the structures is meant to maximize the utility of the residential function by
organizing the arrangement of necessary elements within the limited floor plan.

Plate 6.0-10 Olmeca Hall, facing southeast.
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Plate 6.0-12 Covered walkway between Maya (left) and Olmeca (right) Halls, facing east.
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6.4.2 Student and Residential Life Administration Facilities

The Student and Residential Life Administration facilities, adjacent to the southwest
corner of Maya Residence Hall, consist of two one-story residences of historic age that are now
attached to one another and expanded to include a small garage structure of indeterminate age.
Both the front and rear of the facility have been enclosed by a fence/wall to provide private
outside space. .

The northern-most structure is a National Folk style building with a low pitched roof that
may date to the 1940s. It was originally used as a residence but apparently has been moved onto
the site, renovated, and expanded. It is presently attached to the other structure, a 1950s style
building that was originally used as a residence and Home Economics training facility (Patricia
M. Francisco, personal communication 2007) (Plates 6.0-13 and —14). The very low pitched
roof and the large central beam that supports the rafters (presently only visible from the interior)
are hallmarks of the 1950s modern style. The building is characterized by an assortment of
windows, only some of which are meant to open. The original siding and windows have been
replaced, so there is no indication of their original forms. The building is attached to a small
garage structure to which a false front in the mission style was recently added for the purpose of
providing a place to mount an awning at the facility entrance.

Plate 6.0~13 Student and Residential Life Administration facility, looking northeast
at the old classroom/residence and single-family dwelling.
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Plate 6.0-14 Student and Residential Life Administration facility, looking
southwest at the old classreom/residence building.
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7.0 IMPACT ANALYSIS

The cultural resources study of the proposed SDSU Master Plan Revision focused on the
six project elements listed in Table 7.0-1. The analysis revealed that the Alvarado Campus,
Alvarado Hotel, Campus Conference Center, and Student Union elements of the project will not
represent a source of impacts, either direct or indirect, to cultural resources. The Student
Housing component will impact structures that meet the general age threshold to be considered
historic; however, no structures were recorded as historic resources because of the lack of
integrity or architectural importance. The Adobe Falls component will directly impact two
prehistoric sites, SD1-18,326 and SDI-18,327, by grading for the proposed development. These
direct impacts will not be significant as the prehistoric sites were evaluated as not important and
lack any further research potential. Furthermore, neither of those prehistoric sites meets the
criteria for National Register eligibility. The Adobe Falls component may also represent a
source of indirect impacts to SDI-17,221 and the Adobe Falls Landmark by facilitating the
increased visitation to the falls by the new residents. A more detailed impact analysis is
provided below.

Table 7.0-1
Impact Analysis
The SDSU 2007 Campus Master Plan Revision

Development Projected Indirect Impacts to Projected Direct Impacts to
Components Cultural Resources Cultural Resources
Adobe Falls Faculty/ Adobe Falls Landmark, including No Impacts
Staff Housing: Site SDI1-17,221
Upper Village
Lower Village No Impacts Site CA-SDI-18,326
Site CA-SDI-18,327
Alvarado Campus No Impacts : No Impacts
Alvarado Hotel No Impacts No Impacts
Campus Conference No Impacts No Impacts
Center
Student Housing No Impacts Student and Residential Life
Administration
Student Union No Impacts No Impacts
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Adobe Falls Faculty/Staff Housing: Upper Village '

The Adobe Falls Faculty/Staff Housing area has been previously inipacted by
construction of two water pipelines from Lake Murray, a sewer pipeline, construction of Old
Highway 80, the refinement of Old Highway 80 into the Alvarado Freeway, and subsequent
construction of Interstate Highway 8. No direct impacts would affect the Adobe Falls Landmark
and the contributing archaeological site SDI-17,221 because this area is located outside of the
proposed area of developmént on property owned by the California Department of
Transportation and is within a planned biological open space easement. However, there would
be indirect impacts resulting from the construction of the Upper and Lower Villages in this
project component and increased site visitation by new residents. Since Adobe Falls is a
significant cultural landmark under both City and CEQA criteria, any impacts to the site or the
contributing features that would cause a substantial adverse change in significance may
constitute a significant effect on the environment and require mitigation.

Site SDI-17,221 exhibits no intact subsurface cultural deposits, and no potential for
buried hearth features. The site exhibits no unique elements and no additional research potential.
Based on the information derived from the testing program, Site SDI-17,221 by itself is
considered not significant according to criteria listed in CEQA, Section 15064.5. However,
because this site is listed as a contributor to the Adobe Falls City Historical Landmark, the
milling site is considered a significant cultural resource. The local landmark status is the basis
for significance of the landmark under CEQA. Because of the association between the landmark
and the milling station, the bedrock milling feature must be afforded the same protection as
Adobe Falls. This feature is located in a portion of the Adobe Falls development that will be
preserved by open space easement.

Adobe Falls Faculty/Staff Housing: Lower Village

Site SDI-18,326 exhibits no intact subsurface cultural deposits and no potential for buried
hearth features. The site exhibits no unique elements and no additional research potential. For
that reason, Site SDI-18,326 is considered not significant according to criteria listed in the
National Register, CEQA Section 15064.5, and City of San Diego Historical Resources
Guidelines. This site will be directly affected by grading and development of the project;
however, the impacts will not be significant because the site was evaluated as not important.

Site SDI-18,327 exhibits no intact subsurface cultural deposits and no potential for buried
hearth features. The site exhibits no unique elements and no additional research potential. For
this reason, Site SDI—18,327 is not considered significant according to criteria listed in the
National Register, CEQA, Section 15064.5, and City of San Diego Historical Resources
Guidelines. This site will be directly affected by grading and development of the project;
however, the impacts will not be significant because the site was evaluated as not important.

7.0-2



The SDSU 2007 Campus Master Plan Revision

Alvarado Campus

The Alvarado Campus development will not impact any known structures or features.
None of the existing buildings meet the age threshold to be considered historic under National
Register, CEQA, or City of San Diego guidelines, nor do they have any architectural or historical
significance. As such, the impact to the structure resulting from the addition will not be adverse.

Nevertheless, the proposed project will impact Quaternary sediments associated with Alvarado
Creek that may contain archaeological resources. Because of the setting, beside Alvarado Creek
and above Adobe Falls, there is a chance for the presence of buried archaeological resources in
areas that will be impacted below the area disturbed for the present structures.

Alvarado Hotel

The Alvarado Hotel component will be constructed in a parking lot that was previousfy
graded. This element will not represent a source of any direct or indirect impacts to cultural
resources. Nevertheless, the proposed project will impact Quaternary sediments associated with
Alvarado Creek that may contain archaeological deposits. Because of the setting adjacent to
Alvarado Creek and above Adobe Falls, the potential exists for the presence of buried
archaeological resources in areas tht have not been previously disturbed by grading.

Student Housing

The residence halls planned for Lots C, G, and U will not impact any known structures or
features. No structures are present that are considered historic under National Register, CEQA,
or City of San Diego guidelines, nor are there any structures that have any architectural or
historical significance. Nevertheless, Lot G at this location is near enough to a primary tributary
of Alvarado Creek that the possibility exists for buried archaeological resources. Lot C is
located adjacent to Alvarado Creek and Lot U is at the head of a side canyon that leads to
Alvarado Canyon. There are Quaternary sediments in the drainage that may be masking

archaeological resources. Impacts from grading or excavations could possibly cause an adverse
effect to the significance of such resources.

Demolition of the Maya and Olmeca Residence Halls and the two structures that house
the Student and Residential Life Administration will not impact any structures that have any
architectural or historical significance. The Maya and Olmeca Residence Halls were found to be
not significant under National Register, CEQA, or City of San Diego guidelines because they do
not possess innovative architectural characteristics or unusual use of materials. The lack of
historic events or other historic connections precludes a finding of historic significance.

The two residential structures that make up part of the Student and Residential Life
Administration were also analyzed and found to not have architectural or historical significance
under National Register, CEQA, or City of San Diego guidelines because of possible relocation,
massive alterations, and concomitant loss of integrity. Moreover, the lack of any historic
association was important in the finding of no historic significance for these iwo buildings.
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Impacts resulting from the removal of any of these buildings would not represent a significant
effect on the environment.

Student Union

The Student Union expansion will not impact any known historic structures or
archaeological resources. The Aztec Center does not reach the age threshold to be considered
historic under National Register, CEQA, or City of San Diego guidelines because it and the
associated La Tienda building had been constructed in 1966. Neither building has any
architectural or historical significance. Included in the impacts to the Aztec Center would be the
demolition of the La Tienda structure. Both the Aztec Center and La Tienda had been remodeled
in the late 1990s with a resultant decrease in original integrity. Because these structures are not
significant historic resources, the impact to the structures resulting from the planned
reconstruction will not constitute a significant effect on the environment.

Campus Conference Center

This project component would consist of a new 70,000 GSF, three-story building on
approxmmately one-half acre located east of Cox Arena to be used for meeting/conference space,
office space, food services, and retail services. One story will be subterranean and two will be
above-ground. Because this building is planned for a site presently occupied by tennis courts
and no other structures, and because no archaeological resources are indicated at this location
based on landform and land use history, no impacts to cultural resources are anticipated.

Summary
Anticipated effects of the six components comprising the SDSU Master Plan Revision

will not represent direct impacts to any significant cultural resources. Access roads into and out
of the Adobe Falls facilities have been identified as existing streets with short connectors to the
SDSU facilities. Primary and secondary impact areas as well as staging areas have been
identified as located within the areas to be impacted as shown on the Project Development Map
(Figure 2.0-3) so that an accurate APE could be identified. As a result of the impact analysis,
two non-significant prehistoric sites and the modified historic residences will be impacted
directly. These direct impacts will not constitute a significant effect on the environment because
the resources are not significant.

None of the components of the SDSU Master Plan Revision were found to have any
direct adverse effect to significant cultural resources. Because of anticipated excavations for
footings for necessary retaining walls for slope retention, soil stockpile areas, as well as grading
and excavations for building footings and underground utilities, buried cultural resources may be
encountered and potentially impacted. These impacts are anticipated in the Adobe Falls
Faculty/Staff Housing, Alvarado Campus, Alvarado Hotel, and a portion of the Student Housing
arcas. The Adobe Falls Landmark is in a position to sustain indirect impacts as a result of
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increased population and concomitant increased visitation. The site is presently being degraded
by graffiti and trash disposal associated with visitation which detracts from the site’s historic
significance and natural beauty. This effect will likely be increased by the location of housing
units near the falls.

7.1 Cumulative Impacts

Impacts to cultural resources located within the six project components include visual and
physical changes. The identified resources fall into two basic categories: prehistoric and historic.
The prehistoric resources within a mile of the project include three bedrock milling features
identified, tested, and recorded as part of the present project and two isolates identified in the
record search for this project. None of those resources can be considered individually significant
under National Register, CEQA, or local criteria. Collectively those resources would not
represent enough research potential, due to lack of variability, to be considered significant under
federal, state, or local criteria. The two prehistoric isolates could not be relocated and are
presumed lost or previously collected. Two of the bedrock milling features will likely be lost as
a result of the proposed project. Since none of the prehistoric archaeological resources could be
considered significant, individually or collectively, their loss would not constitute a cumulative
adverse effect on their significance. Therefore, no cumulative impact to the environment would
result from the loss of the two bedrock milling features.

The historic resources identified in the record search include 68 listings within one mile
of the project, but only four were identified within the project boundaries. Individually and
collectively, those four resources represent significant properties under federal, state, or local
criteria because each is registered as a landmark. No direct adverse effects are anticipated to
result to any of the four landmarks on campus and only the potential for indirect adverse effects
are anticipated at the Adobe Falls landmark. Of the four historic properties on the campus, only
the Adobe Falls landmark is partially within the SDSU Adobe Falls Campus. The majority of
the Adobe Falls landmark is located on CALTRANS property. The potential for adverse indirect
effects to the Adobe Falls landmark, when added to previous adverse impacts to that resource,
would not constitute a significant adverse effect if the recommended mitigation is employed.
Therefore, no additional cumulative impact to the environment would result from the proposed
development associated with the master plan.

There were four structures not previously registered or evaluated for historic or
architectural significance that would be directly impacted by the proposed development of new
student housing. Two of these were the existing resident halls identified as Maya and Olmeca.
These two buildings are not old enough to be considered historic under any but the City of San
Diego guidelines. These buildings were found to be not historically or architecturally
significant, and their loss would not adversely affect that significance. The two structures that
make up part of the Student and Residential Life Administration facilities were of sufficient age
to be considered historic under federal, state, and local guidelines. Those two structures were
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likely relocated to their present site and have been altered both inside and out to accommodate
their present use. They could not be associated with a builder, architect, or historic event or
person. For those reasons, the two buildings that are part of the Student and Residential Life
Administration facility would not suffer an adverse impact to their significance as a result of
removal. Because none of these four structures were found to be si ignificant under federal, state,
or local criteria, the cumulatlve effect of their loss would not result in an adverse effect on the
environment.

7.0-6



The SDSU 2007 Campus Master Plan Revision

8.0 MANAGEMENT CONSIDERATIONS

In general, the SDSU Master Plan Revision will have minimal affect upon cultural
resources. Impacts to cultural resources within project will not be significant, because no
significant cultural resources would be directly impacted. The Student Union, Alvarado Hotel,
and Alvarado Campus components of the Master Plan will not affect any known resources. The
Student Housing component will affect historic period structures, although none of the historic
structures were identified as significant. The Adobe Falls component will directly affect two
non-significant prehistoric sites (SDI-18,326 and SDI-18,327) and potentially have an indirect
impact on the Adobe Falls Landmark and the contributing bedrock milling site SDI-17,221. The
impact of increased visitation to the historically significant Adobe Falls Landmark identified in
Section 7.0 can be mitigated by restoration and maintenance of the site. Potential impacts to
unrecorded archaeological deposits resulting from grading and excavations at the Adobe Falls,
Alvarado Hotel, Alvarado Campus, and Student Housing at Lot G components can be mitigated
by the adoption of a Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program (MMRP) as a condition of
the Master Plan. The mitigation program is discussed in Section 8.1.

8.1 Mitigation Measures

The nature and extent of twentieth century development in the College neighborhood
precludes an accurate assessment of archaeological resources representing prehistoric or even
early historic times. This factor is exacerbated by the lack of intensive study of the area by
archaeological researchers prior to that development. Because of the proximity to known natural
resources such as the fresh water supply of Alvarado Creek and focused prehistoric human
occupation in the vicinity such as the Native American village of Nipaguay (Engelhardt 1920;
Nipawai Kroeber 1925), it is possible that cultural resources have been destroyed or masked by
impacts from modern development in the College neighborhood. The area adjacent to Alvarado
Creek has documented evidence of prehistoric human use. While this stream has been altered by
previous impacts, the potential for buried or masked archaeological features or deposits must be
discussed and any mitigation plan should include a monitoring option to prevent the loss of any
buried resources.

Mitigation measures for identified indirect impacts to the Adobe Falls Landmark and to
the contributing Site SDI-17,221 include designing the project to avoid impacts to the landmark,
incorporating the landmark in an open space easement, and improve the landmark condition.
The proposed measures to mitigate indirect impacts are provided below.

1) Project design: Any development of the Adobe Falls parcel will likely result in indirect
impacts to this feature, based upon the close proximity of students to the waterfalls. It is
not realistic to assume that redesign of the project would reduce the potential for indirect
impacts; however, incorporating fencing and signage to limit access could provide a
means to minimize the pedestrian traffic around the falls.
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2) Placing the Landmark in an Open Space Easement: the landmark will be included within
the biological open space easement that is designed to protect the riparian environment in
which the landmark is located. This option does not mitigate existing or future impacts to
the landmark from pedestrian visitation. By placing the feature in a protective
archaeological easement, the feature would be recognized for its importance and
hopefully avoided.

3) Repair and maintain the landmark: As part of the development of the Adobe Falls parcel,
plans should be included to perform work specifically targeted towards the clean up of
years of trash and debris accumulation, reversal of the gradual degradation of the feature
through the removal of paint of other modemn elements that detract from the natural
condition of the feature.

The preferred mitigation for identified indirect and cumulative impacts to the Adobe Falls
Landmark and to the contributing Site SDI-17,221 is to repair and maintain the landmark. This
option is preferred because it is proactive and will result not only an improvement to the existing
condition of the landmark but will also mitigate indirect impacts. Access and signage should
also be provided to create an awareness of the historic importance of this resource for visitors.

No mitigation measures are proposed for historic period structures, because no historic
structures were evaluated as significant.  Archaeological monitoring is recommended as
mitigation for potential impacts to possible buried archaeological deposits in drainages for the
Lots C, G, and U portion of student housing, the Upper and Lower Village development in the
Adobe Falls Faculty/Staff Housing development, the Alvarado Campus, and the Alvarado Hotel.
With the archaeological monitoring requirement in place, potential impacts to buried resources
will be reduced to a level below significant and would effectively mitigate any impacts to buried
cultural resources, if present. The archaeological monitor should have the authority to halt or
redirect grading or excavation in the immediate vicinity of any discovered cultural resources
until such time as those resources can be evaluated for significance under federal, state, and local
criteria. No archaeological monitoring is recommended for the Student Union or Conference
Center locations or for the two new residence halls on the site of Maya and Olmeca Hall.
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Table 8.0-1
Cultural Resources Impact and Mitigation Summary Table
The SDSU 2007 Campus Master Plan Revision

Development Significance Potential Mitigation
Resources Present . : ;
Components- » Evaluation Impacts Requirements
1. Adobe Falls 1. Significant 1. Indirect 1. Open Space &
Landmark including Monitoring*
Adobe Falls SDI-17,221
Faculty/ 2. SDI-18,326 2. Not significant 2. Direct 2. Monitoring*
Staff Housing = 3. SDI-18,327 3. Not significant 3. Direct 3. Monitoring*
4. Possible buried 4. unknown 4. unknown 4. Monitoring*
Tesources
Alvarado Campus Possible buried Unknown Unknown Monitoring*
resources
Alvarado Hotel Possible burted Unknown Unknown Monitoring*
resources
Student Housing
Lot C Possible buried Unknown Unknown Monitoring*
resources
Lot U Possible buried Unknown Unknown Monitoring*
resources
Lot G Possible buried Unknown Unknown Monitoring*
resources
Maya Hall Historic structure Not significant Direct None
Olmeca Hall Historic structure Not significant Direct None
Res. Life Building Historic structures Not significant Direct None
Student Union None Not significant None None
Conference None Not significant None None
Center

* Monitorin or potential archaeological deposits will be required as a condition of the mitigation monitorin.g
programi.
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9.0 PERSONNEL

Larry J. Pierson prepared the archaeological/historical study of the SDSU 2007 Master
Plan Revision under the direction of Brian F. Smith. Mr. Pierson conducted the impact site
evaluations, historic research, field survey of historic sites, and drafted this report. Field
Archaeologists under the supervision of Mr. Smith conducted the archaeological surveys and
testing of prehistoric resources. BFSA staff that participated in the project included James
Clifford, Charles Callahan, Ryan Robinson, Brad Comeau, Justin Houghton, and Shaun Murphy.
Report editors for this project included Melanie Lytle, Nora Collins, Dylan Amerine, and Mr.
Smith. Clint Callahan prepared the graphics.
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10.0 CERTIFICATION

The information provided in this document is correct, to the best of my knowledge, and
has been compiled in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act Section 106,
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) criteria as defined in Section 15064.5, and City
of San Diego Historieal Resources Guidelines.

/ W /%7/6\_/ May 24, 2007

i e,
- \L/arr\y J. P‘ieﬁ, A Date
Principal Investigator
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Resenrcheys:  Yat Toanme
Hary Ward

pesignated Data: April 6, 1973
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Based onany resenrch done mostly at the Serra Muscum Library,
I believe Adobe Palls (carly name Alvarado Creek) was Lhe main source of the
water for the Sun Dingo Mission from 179% unti) 1816 when Missiaon Jim &

Aquedact were linished, Jn support of this ara the following quoles {aken frown
1
sonrces as indicated:

i. GRELN, 1, B, manuscript, THE OLD MISSICH NDAM

& IRBIGATION SYSTEM, studies done for the Cily of San Niego, daled 1933,

1772-1793 Numerous ditehes with sand aind
Lrush diversion dams

1793 Tirst mention of use of tile
FBI3 Work begun on agueducl syslem
1816 The dam and agueduct were finished,

(Phis information was contained in lellers written by
Fr. Lasuen and I'r. Palou.)

ZEPIYRIN, SAN DIEGO MISSION,

2, ENGELIIARDT OFM, TR,
Publisher James I, Barry Co., San Francisco, Ca,, dated 1920, pps, 143
and 148:

"tn 1705, the Fathers to their preat joy discovered a spring

which produced so much water that they decided to use it

for irrigating the land. Unforiunalely, the report docs net

indicite ite Jocation. .....Since more waler was needed



or nission purposes the Tuthers built a diteh 1,300 varas or

ya;‘(]b‘ Jong that brought waler {u.{hu establishiment. 'The wall
along the arroyo was lengthenod wilh masonry to a dislance
of eighty varas. "o, . GRBEN in the above meniioned
manuscripl commented: Wpnig reference may be lo the spring
and dileh in Alvarado Canyon, southeast and across the river
[rom the Mission, judging froms Lhe length of Lhe diteh. ')

3. GRIEN, 7. 1B, manuscripl, THE SAN DIEGO O1.D

MISSION DAM & IHRIGATION SYSTIM, dated 1633, pgs.
e Mission Diteh on Alvarado Creck
A lotai of about nine hundred feel of this diteh is still in evidence
at varions places nlong this creek. The source of the waler
supply for this ditch was a spring flowing several miners’ inches
above whal is now Xnown as A dobe Jralls, qboul 2 miles up
the canyon {rom the 5an Diego River. One of the majn rozds
from San Diego to El Cajon in the early days wenl up this
canyon so as to waler the horscs al Lhis spring. The vicinily
of this spring also was a [avorite camping ground for lhe
sheep herders. 'This may have been lhe spring which was
discevered by the Fathers in 1795, and from which they sprak
of building a dilch.”
4, PAVIDSON, JOHN, Serra Museum, ADOBE raLLs,
research done for the Sap Diego Evening Tribune, May 21, 1837:
"Wy, Jaussinud, who has lived 2t the moulh of

/

Thear 6o "PTwid



Atvaradn Urcel gionce the eighties, says he has found svidence
af a dam across this creck jusi al_;ni;'e his ranch, and i*'anus of
a diteh dewn the vipht bank, Jle 2lso says that quite a few

Hile water pipe were nncovered in the boltom lands on hig place
vhile plowing,

The Elevition of the line of this old ditch indicales thal lhe
poeinl of diversjon was somewhere below Adobe Falls, and lhat
the diteh Icd to the dpper benel lands near Grantville, and not
to the alluvial flals on the north side of the moulh of Alvarado
Creek. 'T'herce was no evidence found anywhere of a branch
of this dilch, or any olher ditch, ercssing io the south side of
Alvarado Canyen. Al the present time there is a very fine
clenaga of four or five acres of meadow land in the lower end
o this valley, wiich is'now used as a pasiturce for a dairy herd,
and there are also conlinuous pools of stending water in the
lower ereck channel, ‘There is also cvidence of several more

or less comparatively recenl ditches which took this waler

acruss this meadow land to the cultivaled Jands below.

5, WILILLEN, CONNIE, Sierra Club’ IFiles, ADOBIE FAILLS

CANYON lthis was a briel study done as a geography class prdjecl, at C.5. U, -

5. 1., probably deone in 19698, page 3;

Dr. Paul Ezcell made s3n archeological study of Lhe
area several years ago,
v, Paul Ezell, chairman of the Anthropology Depariment,

uncovered artifacls of lhe Niguelio Indians in the Adobe Falls area. Yhen inlercsi



in the arca hreaghl the mnatter again to his altention, Dl BErell made an

archealngical sindy of the area bot could find no indication of a mnjor
Lyjepucii cile, <o attached Statement prepared Dy Di-. Punl 11, BEaell,

5. FRARY, Vrank P, px‘opy;‘iel.or' of S’:_n‘] Diego and dulian
Clity Stage iine, Qh’:l_\_l 25, Wednesday, June 14, 1876, and Sumlﬂ.y, July 15,
1877, [ront pafge of I'li:nr;(:s sny San Dicgo, Califorma: |

VWednosdoy June 14, 1876, Got vp about 7 lhis moruing

alive with our scalps on the dog ba rked about all nighl

I ibink there was Indions aronnd, l.ots of folks herc
mites above here

been going up to the [ulls aboul 11

n

have been 6 or T rigs went up. AL I llorton & 4 or 5
ladies & Capl. Wilcox and olher rich San Divgo Lloods,
Sunday, July 15, 1877, Wenl in swimming up o the Talls
wilh some boys Jrom the Vienn ha‘d a splendid swim
waler aboutl 30 Il. deep one boy cazme near drownding
would have if it had nol been for me and analher Loy
Jack the bulldog ol

jumping in stayed all night here,

siricknine and djcd tonight. "

Patricia 17, Teaze

Page Four
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Prinsary Sonrces:

FRARY, FRANI PPy DIARIES, 1876 June 14 and 1877 July 15, Infiles of

L= el

San Diego Historiceal Socivty, Serra Muzeum Lihrary,

Sevrondary Souirces:

DAVIDSON, JOHN, ADOBIS FA LS, research done for the San Dicgo
Fveing Fribune, May 91, 1837, File 173, San Diego Historical Sociely,

Serra Mugseum Library,

ENGELIIARDT OFM, FR, ZEPHYRIN, SAN DIEGO MISSION, Publisher
James 1. Barry Co,, 5an Francisce, California, dated 1920, PPages
148 and 149, Serra Museum Library,

GREREN, 1. E., manuscripl, TIESAN DIEGO Q1) MISSION DAM &

e by,

IRRIGATION SYSTEM, water stodies made for The City of San Dicge, 1943,

pages 16, &b and 6. Manuscript al San Diego Nistorical Sccicly, Serra

Mugenm libravy,

WILLEN, CONNIE, ADORLE IFALLS CANYON, a sludy done as a
gueugraphy cluss project at C 5 U, - 80 D, probably done in 1089,

Pape 3, Sierra Club Files,

IZxhibits Atlached:

THESAN DIEGO UNION pape 1B-3, Saturday, May 25, 1968, Assemblyman
Pele Wilson, R-5an Diego, proposes a plan for the develnpment of Adobe
Talls as an historical park,

THE SAN DIEGO UNION - Readers Viewpoint, April 20, 1069, Harlan i
Wilson recalls the good times he had ol Adobe Falls, including the day

pround was broken for San Diego Sinte College when everyone hiked down

the tirrail lo a grove of sycamores al Adobe Falls for a barbecue. T have
Lilked to Mr, Wilson abd others that were al Lhe groundbreaking day barbecue,
but so far 1 have nol located a phelo of Lhis occasion,

HISTORICA L PHOTO COLLECTION, Title ) nsurance and Trust Compuny,

[

photo, Adobe Falls, 1952,

Statement prepared for lislorical Siles Board, San Diego, California, hy
Paul 11, Ezell, professor, Departmen of Anthropology, California Slate
Universily - San Diego,

Report on Froposed Park st Adcbe Falls-131/30/72. Prepared Ly
the Park snd Recreatlon Departiment, City of Ssn Diego.

4 Thoto;raphs itvken el Adcbe Telle Februery 19, 1973, by Roberi 5. Tenzo

T mn Wiun
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T - ‘ REPOKT 08 TROTOSED PARK AT ATOTK FALLS 4

! . 3

236 2

Phe Clty has been ntlenpting for several yeurs Lo acquire o perk site in the subject
area, villkr by purchnse oy long-icrm lease. Theye nre approximatcely thirty-seven
weres at Agobs Falls which pprear Lo Le zuileble o pork purposzs; thirty-1vo acres
nre owned by Califernia Slote Unidversity ot San Diepo, with anolhey five owned by
Suan Consiructers, Inc./Uhristizna Communlty Builders.

Canlifmnia States University at San Diepd bas bren culhorized to lecase, not scll, o
porlion of thelr property to Lhe Cily for e park. The University hes also Leen

aulhovired to trade a poriion ¢f Lheir properly to Sunn/Christ apna Tor rdditional
nerenpe vhich can be lessed Lo the City. Swnn/Chriatimnu 15 currently processing

n reguest for fdobe Falis Unlt Na. 2, £ mulll-family dueciling complex Lo the vest

nud adiiesnl Lo the Siete propeyty.
on fwsn/Christians's subdivision wap:
would be combined with that lersed fyom the State.

S

The €3ty has roserved ppproxImitely Tive ocres
the portion of iLhal propesly reraining, folloving
the Lrede, Perk fees are availshlec
ior sequisilion of the private screage.
The leased portion of Lthe park would be utillzed as o naivial park; that porticn purchnased
would provide for Bccess, parking, and e picnic area. Tre fellowing materiok is
extracted from the University’'s propesal for the site's wtilizaticn, as approved iy
Lhe Pai¥ snd Becrestion Howrd in 1970:
"9t 4u Lhke wich of San Diepo Slale College thet the Adobe Falls Park
remain n semt-retmre] ares which would be suitable for a limiled
amomni of environmental research Lhnt conld de carrvled cul Ly students

liovever, the College Cemaunity also considers thatb the

end Tacully.
to

region would be snitoble ns a "natural” community psrk.  In ovider
necomul isin these perposes, tie following restriciions and Juniiastions
should he imposed and improvements completed:

1. The verk would remsin basicnlly a wildlife area with
hiking paths through the chaparral to provide nccess
{0 the ponds, f3ls, ete. This would still permit
eowe ccological study ond research to be carrvied out
in the park.

5.. 'Ihe 1iver bed should Le clearcd of foreigo watter
throuchout its course In the parkh. '

3. The sevapge line constructed through the park has left
scars on the landscape; ihese should be rectlfled in so
{nr os possible.

L. Some planting should be pceomeplished os soon es possible;
inclu@ing the area near the bridge at the falls and some
drouth resistant trees (such as Euculyptus) along the
goutb fence adjacent to Highway 8.

5. Tuo srall pools now exisl that cerve os a resting nrea for
& nuiber of viidfowl, Jncluding migrating birds wund e fevw
rare cpecles. These pools should be expunded Lo nmall
nvature ponds.

& A =1l piende nrea moy be developed in the flot Jands on
ihe wezterly porlion of the york. A cinvl) parking lot
adjucent Lo this picnic arca should hc_dcve]opcd tut should

P e b s iiae v owmes Thien O) cars.



T- Ho moborgycivs OF mini-bikes should be permitted 1n the pavik.

1n order to provlde access Lo Lhe parkinpg-plenic nren frun existiig styeets, 1B
1i1) be necessary to cither: (1) nepotinte on exchunpe with the developer

of udjacent preperty -of approxjmately equal mcreafe on a knoll nt the northuest
corner of the Stale College jend for a finger ol lund vhich comprises the river
bed region, nov w-ned by that developer; or (2) yecomwnend that the Cily of
San Diego purchace the finger of land from i developer, The inclusdnn of this
Tinger of land in ibe park area will incorporate n dcsirable erca and provide

azceess from existing streets.”

The exchanpge would provide n more naturnl western boundary for the park, and provide
for bLeller public access. Ths lend exchange has not yet been consurtnaied, tut baned
upon 1ecrnt conversations with the Static and the developer, it appears that progiens

15 sgrin being made on the matler.

propased herein, will satisfy the needs of Llhe

T4 45 felt that Adcuve Falls Park, st
4 also protect o valuable natural resource.

arca lor a recrentional fuclility, &an

Prepared by the Park Bud
Recreation Depariment
City of San Diego
11~3C-72



-

ADOBE FALLS - ADDITIONAL, COMMINTE

From Dr, Waller Ray Hepner, The Sap Diego State Collepe, Ylic

Third Regime, 1935 - 1952, pgs. 54 - 56, Adobe YWalls:
A5 e ne 1Y Hdobe palls

Blhere is a much beloved and much used heauty spol 2 few

pundred feet Jrom the campus affeclionalely called Adobe Falls., This

upusual formalion was hardly more than 25 by 70 feet in size, bul the

glreamlel ran continuously throughout the year irickling over an puleropping

of rocks and boulders forming pools of varying shapes and sizns. The

siudents expressed a desire Lo develop a four or five acre parhk arcund the

"rralls.

Only Niteen minutes from downlown San Diego, Adobe FFalls has

heen deseribed as uniquely picturesque and valvoable in its wildness and

seelusion, AN large number of facully and deparlments of the college have

for many ycars used the Adcbe Falls site as a laboratory, and are redis-

covering this Jand as one of their most valued tcaching aids,

I have talked with many of the University professors confirming

the use of Adebe 1Falls as a Jaboratory site by the Department of History,

Bislogy, Zoology, Botany, Engincering, Geopraphy and Geology. Dr. Rebert

O'Mrien, (Geography), accompanicd me to Adobe Falls on Yebrnary 7, 1973,

He has been active in an Adobe Falls Preservation movemant and had tprned

over his files Lo the Sierra Club of San Diego before leaving for Tngland,

Dy, Alvena Storam, (Grography), retired, dirciled me to the Department’s

collection of Topographical Maps and Aerial Photos, DIr. Slorm indicated



sie visited fdobe Falls as a gir] in 1013, therc may be Jilerary

since

malerial in early periodicals, skclches or paintings to be found, She said

cogne of Those who came fo San Diego were nol a picneer fringe, bul poels,

writers, arlists - aesthclies, who may bave recovded a visit to Adobe J'alls.

Tarly photograophs seem non-cxislent due to the following: Turn

of Ihe century cameras were cumbersome, popular access lo Adobe Falls

required a trolley ride to the end of Adams Avenne, a long bhike down

Mahopany Canyon, through Young's Caves, downa precipitous decline lo

the Alvarado Canyon and stream.  An all day lamily outing required the

carrying of only essenlial supplies,
Mrs. IFrances Harvey, (Botany), relired, said thal the larger

palms al Adobe 1Palls we'be planted in 1934 by Dr. Myrile Johnson, (Botany’,

now deceagaed,
Dr. Dudley Preston, (Botany), said an ecology change was

effected at Adobe Talls following Dr. llepner's alleralion of the Litle Murray
Dan,
Dy. Gaylor Brooks, (Geology), sec altached leller dated

February 20, 1973, states that the grey volecanic rocks exposcd at Adobe Falls

strezmline and above are the oldest rocks exposecd in San RNiego County. e

says that streams do nol often make right angle lurns, and this one does,

]arg-ﬁ-]y beeause Lhe Black Mountain Volcanics are jointed and slightly raulted

in places which gives a pattern which the stream followed. Until recent

freeway construction, three of these turns could be scen. Now, only ont

remains, and thal is in the area of the 1"alls,
Dr. Richard L. Threct, (Geology), stated thal the Adobe Yells

rock composite are the Biack Mountain {or Santiope Peak) volcanics of the

Jurassic Age and Friars Formalion, which is pale green sandstone and

mudstone of the Boecene Ape.



The wild aveay of animals that inhabit the conyon are still

nniieted,
The Adobe Folls stroam originates from many sources,

including vne Jork of Tike Murray, one fork from Zast Lo Mesa, [rem the

11eliy and Lakeside areas, and the Grossmont Summil,

City waler records document that a covenant was made allewing
a measured amount of water to he released from Murray am each monih,

The quality of wiler has becen questionesd from time to time. The County

Heallh Department analyzed the wil er al the reqoest of Dr. Walter R, Hepner,

Since thal lime, exceplticnally severe

andd Tound it io be contaminated,

slorms have Nouoded he sile, and now the walers of the cascading [alls and

crysial clear pools are without odor. A current investigalion mnay prove
there is no Jonger a condition of pollulion,
n 1041

se atinched Chain of Title necessarily lersninates in 1041

-3

when San Diego Stnte College acquired Lhat portion of l.ol 67, Rancho Nission,

Cilv of San Diepe, County of San Diego, State of California, from Madge
3 £ 3 2o, B

Blunt Waring, 7Title to portions ol Lot 67, Rancho Mission, now owned by

Christiana Builders was transferred in 1923 by M. Hall and George Berrizon

{o Diuce Waring., State of Cnlifornia Division of Bighway Rights of Way have

nol been reseanrched by me.

When the Adobe Falls survey is completed, 1 will be happy to

provide a complele Chain of Title and legal property descriplion,

Regpeclfully submitled,

Mary J, Ward
Resecarch Cormnmiltee,
City of San Diego,
Histuric Site Board
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State Collepe 2-22-0l,
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tivs Dwsan, San Diepo State Colleges. From: Jack C. Emmons
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Date: September 29, 1971. Subject: Senate BI11 237
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Croucli. Fron: Dr. Jehn Todd, Lepariment of Zoclopy-
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MEMORARDUM=Cily of San Dlego. To: Charles Porter, Legilalatlve
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had bery 15, 19C7. -

President, Sun Diecpo Stalc vollepa
Fuktlicity Chailruan,
Date:
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From: Waller R. Hepnoer, President, San Diego State Colleg

LiTTER
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Overthe lot, down the stairs and through the tun,

“HORSES USED to water

v Hyougoton remote parking
,lot at San Diego State Univer.
:' sity, wallk down some stajrs and
] Bo through a large tunnel under
> Interstate g, you will find some
virtually hidden walerfalls and
ponds. B )
]- The area, Adobe Falls, 1s
i scheduled to become a park site,
!and the San Diego City Council
-has authorized the city aitorney
/0 acquire a portion of the site
hrough condemnatlon
|oceedings.

requested that it be designated

!.:as such as soon as possible,

- Milliken said, - :

.~ THE ADORBE Falls site js
between Wuring Road end
College Avenye and between
Interstete 8 apng Del Cerro,

Milliken saitl "acquisition of

. Clail watern Siteswould provide

_"rensonable public hecess'” g

‘_,:!he site. 3 L

;

e

THE COUNCIL has voted to
spend $61,000 to acquire what
was described as the ‘'taj]
water” area by Mason Milliken
of the County Park and
Recrention Department.

“It will be a resource-based
park,"” Milliken said, ‘‘the
resource being Adobe Fallg'

He sald there are five or six
waterfalls gboul six feet high
and several ponds joining them.

_—— ot

there on the way to Julian,”
Milliken added. He sald i1 is
assumed the falls are spring fed
because there is waler there

year-around.

The c}ty'é Beneral plan,
adopted In 1972, showe_d the sile
as 8 park. '

The Navajo plan slso showed

the area ns & park, and



., City. It would seem only fzir {o have
i~ both sides listened to In the resull of
!.an Impasse, and have an neutral
arbitrator help make the decislon.

“1he Pegotiating team jor our fire.
i men’s association, and the word
;- slrike leaves a bad {aste Ip my
© Mouth. But to pu ap power in the
! bands of a clly ism't right. Write 1o
| Your congressman and senaior. Teli
him you're in favor of arbltration,
not strikes.
. JEFFREY CARLE
N Escondido

Adobe fa”s

- I liked the headline “Collector
} Plan Faces Obstaclps” on the artiele
i (Nov. 20) aboul the proposed solar
} energy collector for San Diepé State
: Unjversity, planned for the ares
[' behind the homes on Arno Drive
7 Del Cerro. Hopelully, the plan faces
Insurmountable obstacles, Not the
least of which is (he problemy of
 Ingress and EETeSS from the area,
both would be from College Avenue
between Del Cerrg Bowlevard ang
!the 3CCESS ramp to lnterstate g
; West, creating a fraffic hazard
| lhere.
Tons of earth and rock would kave

Our Readers Write—

TGN T o, B-rp s

Y'am a fireman, and 5 member of

1o be re-arranged af (he site in order
to bujld a road, maintenance builg-
Ing and the f1at conerele surface that

» would support Lhe 200,000 square fopl

mirrors, the size of

field of chrome
Major grading

four football fields, A
broject such as ths
disaster for the nearby Adobe Fajls,
Adobe Falls could pot survive anoth-
er allack. The pools below the falls
are still clogged wiih boulders from
when Interslale 8 was put in,

Since that time Adobe Falls has
been deslgnated an Historic Site by
the San Diego Historic Sites Boarg

and has a right 1o be prolecied. Mrs, :

Mary Milflin Ward and I did the
research necessary for ji 1p be so
designated. We fonnd that its mogt
historicajly slgnificant fealures were

that it was used as a primitive water .
Source by the Dlegueng Indlans. Alsp *

as a source of water for the Mlsslon\
kitchen gardens belween 1795 ang
1816. In 1818 the Padre Dam ang
aquaduct system was completed.
SDSU rould put the solar
collectors atop Its new parking ga.
rage and on other bulldings near the

boiler house, There Is no reason thar .

this project should be allowed 1o
prevent the people of San Diego and
Shsu

would be a .

energy -

students from enjoying Adobe .

- ————————
——— .

i

. 1 " B
Falls Natural Park as approved i
Lhe Navajo Community Plap. This is
the only natural waterfa In the city
of San Dlego. The surrounding
rocks, Black Mountailn volcanics are
the oldest rocks txposed al surface

In the county.

Friends of Adobe Falls please
write 1o your councilman, Navajo
Communily Planners and o Trevor
Colbourn, the SDSU’s acting presl-

dent and let them knpow of your *

objections to this project.
PATRICIA E. TEAZE

San Diego



Freewao

‘Adobe Fa

A new sign on Alvarade Free
way points esst and slales:
"Adobe Falls.”

To most Sen Diegans the slgn
J3 a surprise, if they even bother
to rend I, for few know of a
“falls” s¢ rlose lo settled areas
Bul 1o “old timers” who grew up
In San Diego the sign stirs mem-
ories of boyvhood wonders.

Adohe Falls was the mecea of
San Diepo youngsters In the days
before Staie College was erecled
on lis present site, and enly a
viriuel  jlderness Jay bebween
the end of the old 3ic 7 slreet car
line and the town of La hMeza.

ACCESS CUT O¥F

Adobe Falls lies In a narrow,
rocky porge behing State College,
but access from ihal direction
has been cut off by consiruc
tion of Alvaradoe Freeway. Slate
College students made a pienie
grounds out of the falls area, un-
1} the highway was built.
. But It Is to the oid {Imers that
“‘Adobe Falls belongs.

“The narrow “S” canypn known
w3 Adobe Falls spills into a smell
valley which in turn flows Into
Mission Valley at the foot of the
Alvarado Freeway. A

Seepage water from the Mur-

Yy reservoir basin flows Into thej

canyon, tumbling ever an erup-
1lon of boulders, ereating, in wet
years, three swimming holes and
a falls. Waler has tun through

this porge since time immemorial|

and ihe lower boulders, some 3s
big 8s small houses, have been
worn sipooth as glass by ihe con-
stant flow, '

FOOL DISAPPEARS ~

At one place, near the cenler of
the rocky gorge, rocks plle up
rlmost 30 feet high, creailng a
water{all which tumbles Into z
guiei, partinlly shaded pool.

But {he old favorite swimming
hiole was higher up the gorge, but
It now seems to have dlsapreared

Recalls

- Sign
Mwomy §3 %;«—;/ (940 _
lis" Memories |

underneath dirt  snd bou}ders‘
spilled from the consiructlan of

the Ireeway. )

In the old days, as long-time
residents like to say, young San:
Diego found Jn Adche Falls the;
ideal “happy hunling ground.” To
reach It was an adventure. ]

Kids, with overnight packs ont
their backs, blked over ibe hills,
and then wonder of wonders,
walked end erswled through!
caves Jn chalk clfis, known as,
Young's Caves, now rlosed by dy-

namite blosis. ;
!

DANGER RECALLED '

The caves were cut through
one of the hils on {he route to
the falls. |

Adobe Falls was the favorite!
camping spot for Boy Scouts and
other less formal bands of kids:
They slept on Jeaf-packed beds on
boulders and lstened, under the
stars, to the soft sound of flow”
Ing woaler. )

In the day, clothes were donned
only lo escape the sun or at the
warning ery of a lookout. And
there was zn element of danger,
loo. Rat(lesnakes. Few were seen,’
but you never kaew. 1ndlans
were long since gone, so there
hnd to De some UnSeen enemy. J
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This is the main pool and Ialls of Adobe Falls, camping spot for San Diego youngsters. Even
little-visited rocky gorge that once was the favorite today, water tumbles over the 30-foot kigh rocks.
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By Musetm™ | &>
Ir- S R 1.3 8 .:=
t1In the canyon” below' Cail|- v g :
fornia, State Universlty,” Sanl) o' 3
+ Diego, Just north of Inferslate 9{* 3 _, * ’s
; 8re the remnants of a walerial] o7 -
. fhce well-known ‘1o San Die. (0

: gans, L - ._B,E
s Duting the 13205 2nd '305 fhe* a3
| malerfalt was a favarite picnfcy: o g

¢ site. One way people got there|. ©® ~

i was'to ride_ihe Adsms Avenne : D”,’g

sireetcar to the end Wi the line P E S

In Xensinglon, then hike to the )~ =" <

talls  via  Mission  Val- ; )

ley—carying, » watermelon s :

ool in the styearn,
: The falls .were known as|-
, Adobe Falls, a missomer be-

58
m g
i 8
Lo
Cause the precipilous rocks ex-| 2 &
osed by the sircam thal ence P
Flnwn(l thivsugh the canyon aref: P8
{ Solid basalt. 4
-;. The rocks are noiable, from a 3 g
, Standpoint of earth science, be-|, ™ g
» cause lhey are omang the only{; 2 ©
volepnics suilacing In Lhe west. 2L
- 0 part of the county, MRS
More impoitanl, perhaps, Is o™
"thal the rocks give evidence of|” ™
the diversity ol gralopy 1y be o
found In the hinterland beyondf. o3 @
the succession y) at, marige| i @ o
terraces near shore. Pa e
ILIs as 3 yature fashioned|; S a
the, area Into 2 complele fabo. O
ratory for the earip scientist, g a3
complete with mineral troves,* iEo
earlhquake sears, anlecedenl: e
rivers, fossil Leds, suhmarine, ©5 =

‘canyols and Srores o gther
classic terresirial foatnres,

- Unlortunatety, many San Dip.! 28
Eans lack the  fimdamenta)l i T
knowledge needed [or apprecia- © ©
livn of these wondeys, n.
The Musewm of Natural His. _o_,g-
"tory In Balhoa Park is attempt-| s
ing s help close this gap by R
providing 3 concise series of io e
v+ leclures and fielg trips chvering ”g g
+ lhe geology and paleontology of{ §.3 g
P hé county. i A
" The serles hegan Jast week , .z
: 3nd meefs at 7 nm. Wednes-, ‘553 —
! 8ars in the Museum Audilo. e =
rium, . P Z
§ Fulure sessinns 17 the course it = 2
Wikl caver minerals ang miningy | & lIi R
{he area, the cngslal zone, | | Ay ‘U}
i?evv}npmcnl of the cwrenty ey 3 EA
;' andscape, environnentsl gey- Isw o
i Jogy and marine geolopy. R ~
§ The liest ol hy pe uli-day fieid L%,;F,’ B
\ Erips is planned Saturday in the] p =1
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FAREWELL ADDBE FALLS

By anL Gnncmr of Esmndldo

At i
,A@g lb __‘uped under
!Oha of oc il m_)n a sup-

:En lﬁ }X ayy th
«directlyroverythat 'sife nesr
o State Coligge)Yes, Adabe

rgone, Foeith Who have
bee the area: iof*} otter cen-
tur ore this meshs 'the disap-

DearB,L of a well-loved. Jandmark,
anolhl}s%mk with the” past wiped
ou!l bythe March ol Piogress.

In ihe’ early part of this century,
as I remember reading in publica-
tions of that period, Adebe Falls was
exiclled as one of the scenic attrac-
tions ol theSanDiego area.Through-

at the horse and buggy days, it was
+ favorite - plcr\ic spol. Families or
groups of frierids/ well supplied with
huge bhaskels?of; feod, would drive
out there to’ spend the dny In spring
and early - summer, there was plenty
of grass Jor:the horses in lhe liftle
valley below thefalls, and there was
water in ‘the’ siream for lhem to
drink, s

The falls themselves were situ-
ated In a small rocky amphithester
on an adobe hillside. A silvery
Ibread ,of yiater coscaded dowm
th: ough 1}{(1 rocks and dropped clear
for a feiz{f#et.-into a sparkling pool
below. All around woas a fantastic
jumble of rocl\s even in the boliom
of the.poo ltrelf which was quite
deep. 'I'hd'\vﬁter was uswally as clear
as cry-:inl except Jmmr_dmiel) aller
a storm. Then ihere was a greal
rouring nnd';lashwg of water liuough
the narrof %' PRSSageways.

For many ‘years Adcbe Falls held
its popularity, bul with the coming
of the sutomobile, pienic parties be-
gan to travel.farther afield lo sites:
mn the foothills and mouniains. Ther
falls were left to the boys, and how!
they revelled in their herilage. Ev-i
ery Saturday and every Sunday in!
early spring, and every day dwring
summer vacation, boys gathered
there, coming by twos and threes,
or even in layger- groups that had
hiked out from the city or ridden
oul on their bicycles.

Swinuning was lhe order of lhe
day, and bathing sujls were faughed
al. The pool was . big cnough nnd[
deep enough for swimming, but iti
had many dangerous features. Sharp:
rocks jutled out from the sides and|
up from the botiom; the rocks of the!
botlom sloped at n]l angles so they
offered no footing, and there were
narrow crachks between rocks where
a careless diver's foot 'might hecome
wedged. 1l,was noyplace,:for the
timorous "swimmer~ nor “for “waders,
but down streasm thereivere shallow
pools for wading, There .was one
larg(; level rock just ebove. l}):e Jevel
of the water, . and_} e boys
used lo stretch L%E)x}\’.?pr%esfm the
sun to dry before . donning. their
clothes for the.return o San Diego. |

In the 1920's, Adobe Falls was the
mecca of many .Boy [Scout plgrim-
ages. Starting from: meetibg splaces
in East Sen Diego,or,frpmthe end
of the old AdamsjAven sr line
troops would= hlkeadow-h hrough
Mahogany Canyon wherg Fairmount
sireel extension’ing Mown/jo Mis-
sion Valley'iThey’\‘and]d Husually
turp east up: Young's«a3 Canyon,
and in the dsxsd;e!ur;* Yﬁ}se were
dynamited by po]}cc*‘mxght make
their, way thro gh, these derk pas-
sages if-sure:thdt e had Sireliable
guide. whn would not lose his wsy
Then tarther slong there was's sleep
climb to the top pf Inesa.where oiten
there were kangarons rat.bustows

"and in s;j)nng, pools of waler in !he}

low places lhal were leemning with

polywogs. alre . nwu

When the it Hm\meﬁtg mgxedge
of the mesay: Jfgg;‘f;g .P¥Bys
down —,an Bnme
grodual descqp ;ha J;m ron,
ihe other, UbinfanmguasDevil; ide.
This was ~ xp;jgun y,dxrey, ute
down the « Many, ose
rocks to,mp ynceﬂam looi‘mg
offered n\ lenge , which many

boys ncceé}ied with g]ee and vied
wilh each other to see who covld
reach the boltom first withou! a fall.
There were many spills with result-
ing scralches, bruises, and abraded

places. Afler the Devil’s Slide there .

vzas bul a short hike along the val-
Iey floor to the falls. ,

What happy days the boys spent;
lhere; what tales were spun ps they
lay sireiched out on the Ifat rock to
dry

But this boyhood idyll could nbt
continue forever. By 1930 work was
underway on the new buildings for
San Diego State College on the mesa
just above, Adoby Falls, No longer
was it a sec]uded sangluery for boys
only, and ils g]amour,%egan {o fade.
Then, in 3 few years, IJ.S. B0 knifed
lbrough between the,v,-ollege and the
falls, and the last of.ils glamour was
gone. What bhad’ bbed- n .secluded
scenic spot in 1he chapan‘el had be-
come jusi a puddle in the rock be-
side ihe road. Now even that is cov-
ered deep with rochs and earth. Yes,
Adobe Falls is gone, but it will con-
tinue 1o exist in the memories of
many of us unlil we, too, come lo

__the end and buried under earth.

So, AN RAVCHNER

AN DN v /9 J“?
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S AN DIEGO COUNTY PLACE NAMES

No. 165--ADOBE FALLS

U
USRS

Thie is the modern name for a favorite nearby pichicking
place in Ai;arado Canyon below Murray Lake near La Mese Helght.
An abundance of spring flowers and 1oﬁg«15éting verdure have
aiways been attractions to draw Boy and 9irl Scouts and other
hikere, in spite of the reputed dens of rattlesneke colonies in

the neighborhood. Since Ban Dlego State College began bullding

on the south side of the csnyon the popularity of Adobe Falle

hae greatly lncreased.

>

F. E. Green, enginger, in hls fine.study of ploneer wate:
works in what 1s now Ssn Diego County, "The San Diego 01d Mils-
gion Dam ond Irrigation System,” mentions this place:

" The ﬁiﬂsion Ditch on Alvarede Creek
"A total of sbout nine hundred feet of this ditch 18 still

in evidence at various placeg along this creek. The source of

the water supply for this ditch was & spring flowing seversal



=
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miners' Anches above what 18 now known as Adobe Fallse, about
two miles up the canhon from the Sen Disgo River. One of the
main roads from San Dlego to E1l Caljon in the sarly days went
up this canyon so e&s to water the horsss at this spring. “The
vicinity 6} thls epring also wae a favorits oampibg ground for

the sheep herders. This may have besn the spring which was

dlscovered by the Fathers in 1785, and from whioch they Speak

of bullding a ditch.
"Mr. Jaussaud, who has lived at the mouth of Alvarado
Creek since the elghtles, says he has found evidence of & dam

&croes this creek Just sbove his mnch, and iraces of a diteh

down the right bank. He also sBays that quite a few tile water

pipe were uncovered in the bottom lands on hie place while plow-

ing.
"The elevation of the line of thias old ditch indicates

that the point of diveralon was somewhere below Adobe Falls,
and that the ditch led to the upper bench lande near Grantville,

and not to the alluvial flats on the north side of the mouth

of this diltch, or any other ditch, crossing to the south side

of Alvarado Canhon. At the present time there 1s a very fine
clenaga of four or five acres of meadow land in the lower end
of this valley, which 18 now uped as pasture for a daliry herd,

and there are 8180 continuous pools of standing weter in the

the lower creek channel. Thers 18 also evidence of several

more or less comparatively recent dltches which took this water

scrosg this meamdow land to the cultivated lsnde bslow.”




The lete Lena B. jnsiocker has left thesse noten:
nJust below the falls several fine clumps of tules have

grown up; encouraged by the moisture that will collect among

the rocks when the'runaoff.from the dam sbove 18 allowed to

flow down the yplley.

"A number of years ago {(about 1921 I should gay) a near

tragedy was prevented here. Miss Ellzabeth Mannlx who 1

believe 1s the person sending down the warning tells me the

ptory. 1t seems that one day & party of deaf mutes were enjoy-

ing & picnic hers, when guddenly the party with whom Miss M.

waes at the top of the cliff above the canyon sgw the water

ruching down the onnyon. Rushing down she warned, not without

diffrioulty of the on=-coming peril. Fortunately they were made

to understand and hurried up to safe ground higher up. "

Water that escapes from Murray Dam contributes the main

atreem of the falla. Pradltion and geolozic evidence show

that this water has been running for thousands of years. The

presences heresbouts of slings of Indien occupation lend point

also to the statement that an apcient epring oT eprings Tilled

the pool shove the cascade, until, overflowing, the woter

gpllled over the great tumble of rocks .1nto the lower pool -

a cool, deeps delightful gwimming hole for generations of

Indisn boys 88 well as of our OWn youngsters. High rock

walls frame thls basin sugigesting & minor cataclysR in eons

paetl; puggesting aleo ycung swimmers! much deslired privacy.
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NATURE'S RETREAT FOR KIDS

¢ 2 %

4 17 S

|Days OF Suiless Swimighg At *Dobe Fall

It’s just the same foday as whe
Terry (lcft) psed Lo paddle back and forth across the “ol’ swimmin

goes swimming without bathing sulls, but &shm, The Sun’s pholog-
rapher, “smuick vp” 2nd cavght some of ‘the lads who “forgot” o
e : . WESF ROy, . .. " -

hole,” However, there’s some sort of order out now {hat mobody:
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SAN DIEGD HISTORICAL S0G
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' State College “Orowds Th| ~ : ,
sald Judge TerTy. #1{ was p reall e

—_— d 3
: On Anment C a mp adventure in those days to hike
ail put there, tirst

f
i - @Ground of Indians over the Jong i
I "1 ’ : g passing ihTough Young's Caves, ..
which Wwere dug oul Bs funnels - e i S T
By RICHARD POURADE {brough chalic hills by &0 old re-

——| njother Nature went Lo B 1ot of ' cluse named Young.)” ..
trouble_‘thousands of ¥LBIS !u;:o——-li Adohe Falls was the goal of nll ’
rocking ihe earth, spitiing psun- | camping t1ps, In years gone by.

e
> i k uting !
A der bulems granite WIS, SO nf,;‘ Nearly . every prominent person
)

glant boulders—to muke o swell . g

swimmin® hole for kids. {who grew up in Ssn DIt has

T hen, by gosh, what did dived into the rock-cup poals Of e

: ded do? . | water. , Tt T

4 | He spread Stale College build- Curscd By Progiess

| —\ims atop the over-hanging b j1.p| For scores o yEEIE it wes the —

' cul np the mesa and wold it Inj|sole propesly of boys. Then came T -

: 50_foot Jots, bullt lhouses. shaved || h® development of that section of

......... Sut roads. San Dileso, the pullding of Stete . e

! Y nd—worst of all—forced the College, and the plans io make the e e S T T

| Kids into bathing suils. . falls & “come-on” for Teal estate,

S . 013 Times Recalled sales, .o o . ro0te B S et

) ‘1t you heve, ever gone swlm-| | BOYs decamped. A few remﬂln-r S

! ming Indlan-fashion, hop-skip- They wesr bathing suits. ‘Blate

| ping over baled  roCkS the sun College students might drop down §
peinting your body nn ltching red for lunch. Residents of the dis-

P end what lid hasn'l—yowll t.rj]ci:j ride to the gully in autos to

pienic.

i
ey 7wt e

i )
o |kpow what 1 15 ke to g0 sWim- [ —
! ming o the old swimmin’ hole, Neo Prlvacy Lefl ST
clad In a bathing suit. 17 you snesk behind & boulder,
!__.__- o, everything has changed out discard your sult for s guick
i at Adobe Falls. plunge, - look « out! »ygere they [ e e e
come,” is the warning cry irom

i Nestled Jn & tiny, DLITOW can-
. lyon -which siides BWAY to the &iié’e‘? guntd siationed etop @
north from the rear of State Col- - \
{ lege, Adobe Falls s o tumbling |l fsthutﬂfiaffnows got no privacy
l mass of granite yocks which, In ET}? B ebures
one ?pot ‘ebove &l 7;1001t of plx;]cjd, by sgeg,ngeurfigrl:f ]]:; ‘Llﬁn;‘“‘b gg?

;\érlg;’?golw;;e;—éetr.se' o & FHEET { fonied upstream. The water
; : ¥ids .Jn Last Stand Lrickdes in a pool st the north
3 " Here, In this rocky, exciling, - s === -
L éully, I; TE]BU‘.’C}I{B fen‘;' boys of Enst ;:3?55 uévtzl;e rci)n‘.:?gon‘;,:rr;d :r}r})i)%l;unl;;
} an Diego and esa are mak-~ . e e e e e
: {?g ihe last stand of kldstngalnst ca?)‘éln?::fihﬁaflsxeo:nsx??mlgs waler,
e the monsier “de- .

advance of e mo € Here the stream sHps pelween | o e A

o
o e o i e ¢ e
- e 1

velopment.”

But the lsst line of defense 35 |rocks nnd drops 30 feet into o pood

a parrier of baihing suits) of water. Three sides of the pool

_Wearlng of pathing sults Is the RTE backed with steep rock cifs. }— - —— ——r—me e
order of. the day—the badges of At the south end, ihe water
slow retreat, slides out B DRITOW gpiimay and |

b Judge Harks Back S onibaues jts Tun 4oWn the eans lo—. oo oo

i) 14 was difjerent 25 YEBIS REO — yon 1o the sea. . .

L ask Judge Lloyd E. Grlifin. Adobej - Jndians Camped Here
T A volcanic disturbance, S}

L | Falls was stil the peradise of boys
10, 12 yesrs ago wWhen Police Judge earthquake, or s0me other violent |-
Clarence E. Terry hiked over dusty uphesvel, must have formed Adobe
-i#1l1s to remeh ihe C8NyON and Falls meny thousands of years{___ ..
feamp overnight. “{ago. Centurles 2g0 Indiens pat- | R i e
I eSure, T remember Adobe Falls” tered over Jts rocks, pounded meal |,
| leald Judge Griftin, “1've niked out {17 crude bowls ground in boulders, d . ___. .
hers mepy & time. we used 1o sprawled on natural iebles end |, Tt
dlg caves somewhere near there, | baked in the sun, drenk of its|.
o |We nlways thoughTwe Were resily | Waters. :
i out in the wilds when we tramped | San Piego boys realistically, |t
io the Fails” mimiced their Indlen {orerunners iy
- ,,.._.,\ . for scores ©Of Years, und then iy
. .
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- WNo Hampering Clothes .
«pyerybody swam jthout sults.” ]ft‘-nces. benches, trash cans, and 50
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- Adobe Falls are belew' the Murfﬁ'Dam neer La Mesa Hipghts i

‘and ‘are located in what is known ‘as'Alverado Canyon, no ,
AP St T : :

“ipnis has for meny years been o favorite plenicking spot
for hilkers, the countra%in'spring.abounding in many varietles

1

-
A
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of wild flowers.
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The Doy Scouts have e well worn tr il here and often use
this trail. ' " B

: Just below the fells several fine clumps of tules have
 grown up, encoureged by the molsture that will colleot emong
7., the rocks when the run-off from the dam sbove 1s pllowed to

{0 f1ow down the :a@ilsey.
}if 4 npumber of ears ago (about 1921 I should say) & noar :
%' tragedy wos prevented here. Miss Ellzabeth l'ennix who I -~
jj{believe ig the person sending down the werning tells me the ;e
i story. 1t seems that one day e party of deaf mutes were enjo-
4% ying e picnic here, when suddenly the party with whom Miss M. z
."“mas st the top of the cliff.obove the cenyon saw the water

" rushing down the CUnyon. Rushing down she warned, not withe;
v out.difficulty of the on-coming peril., Fortunately they were::
;~mede to understand end hurrled up to safe ground higher up.” "i'%4

p}W&rning*s1gns,alongijhis-canyon.3aid~thatﬁoocusipngliymthe

LA S s aq a0 f (;J -

AT g 4
‘Green's Ms. on the Migssion Dam and Agyueduct: VA
AT . .
SRR “imhe Mission Ditch on Alvarado Creek .., The source of :
the water supply for this ditch was a spring flowing several
miners' inches above what is now known as Adobe Falls, about
two miles up‘the canyom from the San Diego Rlver. One of
the main romds from San Diego to El Cajon in the garly days went
up this canyon so as to water the horses at this 8pring. The
vicinity of this spring alsoc was & favorite camplng ground
for the sheep herders. This may have been the spring which
was discovered by the Fathers in 1795, and from which they

speak of building & diteh....

- "} phe pmrmk elevation of the line of this old ditch indicates
.7 that. the. point of diversion was somewhere below hdobe Falls, and
" that'bhe ditch led to the upper bench lands near Grantville and

notto the eiluvial flets‘on the north side of the mouth of

‘1varado Creek. ,,, : L E s




Adobe Falls

For the first ten years of the Third Regime there was a

beloved and much used beauty spot a few hundred feet from the

northeast edge of the campus. It was affectionately called

"Adobe Falls." Here a very small stream trickled over an out-

cropping of well rounded rocks and bonlders and formed poocls of

varying shapes and sizes. This unusual formation in a sage-

covered waste was hardly more than 215 by 70 feet in size, but
the streamlet flowed continuously throughout the year.
The students expressed a desire to develop a four or

five acre park around the "Falls" so that recreational oppor-

tunities could be extended. No funds during these early

economically pinched depression years were available for

purchase of the potential park. O0ff and on over a period of

several years the President approached the owner of most of the
land adjoining the campus suggesting how appreciative students

and faculty would be if a three to five acre plet were made avaii-

The owner was interested

able to them for their Adobe Falls Park.

Secry
o] . . .
mg in trapsferring title but not as a donor!
€
TE&E=2 .
o L Time passed. Hard times continued. Eventually an agent
s55 g8

) . . .
= ,,,§ o approached the President with the statement that the title to the
?5‘: 35 ) . .
B oY owner's large holding of land was becoming clouded by the accumu-
S refO0 ’

-5
e ;g latjon of delinguent taxes on the unproductive property, that
SO .
%86 our interest in Adehe Falls was known, and that if the President

- :
EwngS g
could and would arrange all ihe appropriate procedures in

54

.
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Sacramento the College could have the Adobe Falls and all the
additional land needed to equal in value the amount of delinquent -
taxes~-about $2,200. What a surprise! What a boon!

Subsequent action resulted in the acquisition of Adobe
Falls and about 96 acres of land. Some of this land extended
about three-fourths of the distance across the valley floor on
the north side of the campus.

The idea of a park expanded into a "dream" of a lake for
fresh-water swimming and for sun—bafhing on an artificial sandy
beach. This development raised the question about the quality
of the water since its source had been unknown. The County Health
Department analyzed the water at our request and found it to be
contaminated. The President, Business Manager and Chief Custodian
took a truck trip up the canyon over a rocky trail, since there
were no reads. !t was a rough unhappy exploration! The txickling
sparkling water of beautiful Adebe Falls was the effluent of
dozens of cesspoecls installed aleng the several miles of canyon
rim!

Three thing have helped to ease our disappointment: (1)

A year or two after our discovery of pollution the floed water of
an exceptionally severe storm completely destroyed Adobe Falls;
(2) a censiderable acreapge of the newly acquired land has been

urilized for College purposes; (3) more recently the College is

in the process of acquiring very expensive additional land on the
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. “Adobe Faills - Our
City's Forgotten Park

First in-a Series - -
By R: Maude Madsen
Bombarded by boulders from freeway constr
ravaged by raging rainwater, invaded by a polluting
line and marred by graffiti and years of neglect, Adob:
- - Open Space Park is erying for help. This series will ]
*its picturesque past, the present state of affairs, a
- hopes for the future. -
Relatively few people in modern San Diegoare:
of Adobe Falls although it is included in the Navajo
munity Plan as an open space park. Its time of glor
-+ duringthe pre-World War I1daysbefore therushofg
and development. Thanks to the efforts of Patricia
the park's staunchest supporter, and the late M
Ward, who did extensive research on its history, 2
Falls in 1973 was designated as Historical Site No.
the City of San Diego's Historical Site Board Reg
Adobe Falls boasts the only natural waterfall withi

’.! ' . . o~

yon which have been proposed for the park, whic.
~ north of Interstate 8 and west of College Avenue. Ti
. twoacres areowned by San DiegoState University an
¥ - - acres have been designated by the City for the park
§ -~ statusofaleaseagreement between the University az
. City and acquisition of the five acres from the develop
the mwulti-fanily housing project to the west are m:
“* still tobe resolved. Let'sreflect first on the history of £
. Falls [ ;
One of the most poignant descriptions of the are
written by historian and author Richard Pourade

. ‘Prote: Cityol SanDiego .10y for the San Diego Sun on September 7,
Little kmown and bard to Teach Adobe Falls has "Nestled in a tiny, narrow canyen, which slides away’
been a treasure for many in the center of a busy north, from the rear of State College, Adobe Falls

' ) tumbling mass of granite rocks w
> @ biuule stuuy ared ana puy ) in one spot above a pool of p.
Porn veend the ares dor many runningwater,risetoasheerhei;
50 feet....Adobe Falls was the g!

all camping trips in years gon
' Continued on p?

metropolis,




& FALLS, cont'd from front page

/ every prominent person who grew up in San Diego has dived ing

‘cup pools of water. For scores of years it was the sole property of the

en came the development of that section of San Diego, the building of,
.ollege, and the plans to make the falls a ‘come-en’ for real estate dey
ment._.... ’ . '
"The picturesque falls are fed by seepage from Murray Dam, si-
upstream. The water trickles in a pool at the north end of the canyon, and
tumbles over rocks, worn smooth by countless years of running water,
reaches the main falls. Here the stream slips between rocks and drops 3¢
into a poal of water. Three sides of the pool are backed with steep rock cliff
the south end, the water slides out a narrow spillway and continues its run d
the canyon to the sea.”

Since Pourade's 30's description of Adobe Falls has come the construc-
of Interstate 8 which encroached on the canyon and littered the ares
boulders. Then, of course, the infamous sewer line which brought Adobe Fal
the attlention of the public when its manhole cover was dislodged spev
millions of gallons of sewage. A contractor is working around the clock to rc
the line under 1-8, .

The information provided when designating it as an Historteal Site in 1
stated that artifacts reveal that ;— = — '

Adobe Falls was used by Digueno

Indians and was a primitive wa-

ter source, as well as a prime )

water source for the Mission and

for the pioneers of San Diego.

In addition to its use as a
recreation site by residents of San
Diego since its earliest days be-
tause of its natural beauty and
year round water supply, it has.
alsu gerved as a natural ' study
area for students of the Univer- |
sity. Studenis of geology, anthro-
pology, botany, ecology, zoology
and geography have found it Lo be }
a rich area for scientific expldra- -
tion. Hearst Elementary School |
students have used Adobe Falls |
as a nature study area and Boy
Scouls used the area for many
years as a study site and camp-
ground. .

In 1968 San Diego State zo-
ology professer, Dr. John Todd,
wrote a memo to the administra-
tion urging the preservation of
the site for the University. He
wrote "a large number of the fac-
ully in the physical and natural
sciences are rediscovering this
land as one of their most valued
teachingaids, and a growing nun-
ber of faculty and students wallk
there to contemplate in these hay-
ried. violent times. The need for
this kind of property becomes in-
creasingly urgent as we are forced f
to put more earth under |
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concrele........As recently as the
first half of this decade we were
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years as a study sile and camp-
ground. )
In 1969 San Diego State zo-
olegy professor, Dr. John Todd,
wrote a memo to the adminisira-
tion urging the preservation of
the site for the University. He
wrote "a large number of the fac-
ulty in the physical and natural
sciences are rediscovering this
land as one of their most valued
teaching aids, and a growing num-
ber of faculty and students walk

there locontemplate in these har- |

ried, violent times. The need for |

this kind of property becomes in-
creasingly urgent as we are forced
to pul more earth under
eoncrete........As recently as the
first half of this decade we were

not as cognizant as we are now of

the rapid deterioration of our en-

vironment, or how much we need |

a natural area on the campus for,

teaching. Further, 1 think that it
is important that colleges lead
their communities in creating

sane and model environments. We

should be willing, within ourvery
limited budgets, to explore new '

ways of finding abalance between

development and man's need for
solitude and isolation. Adebe Falls
Canyon seems to be the greatest

asset we have for exploring this

concept, and it is a gem."

The present status of Adobe
Falls and events since its desig-
nation as an Historical Site in
1973 will be explored in our next
issue. V.




e -

Coemn FoNIao oLy In ohe cemitury e stablisnoi 1tez1f o35 8 Jandmark

. It wno ome of vhe places froguent 1y vigited DY people

#333%ng we miavs & 11ttle physieal effor’c} to cbicin Lhelr

e tism, | Snnll oBerm S Ricgsns etill remember tha days when

Y oitiwr b to Adobe Follsz ncent going to ths end of the glrosicsr
Tiema 0 Uoivsentir bvenae O Adama Avenue end then tosing e leng. hot .

hilte sSe rhe sron now .czul;;r su‘ﬂo‘"ged o7 Highusy 8. Whon

o1 Sra Diog S’L‘q\,a on its szat Bite, EVERTOIC

i
)
)
T
%
'd
"
3
t
X
%]
wl
&)
]
[
2
@
<t
~

Tremicvie hixed 6ont Sho Tmeil to fdobe Palls for a barbesus.
Ad b Falls vas apbarontly Torgonticn For meny Feirs. The colizge

pt oUentunlily G'ﬂcﬁded to tz’adex it bae¥ to tne u'&ﬁu@

1 of the cmmpud. The L*‘Cﬁe becenes o7Tloinal in 1563 whan

ine Lrabey plonm T the aollr’ge was ppproved. The land nas then
s -slezpsPicd o Stohe surplus Iand emd pot uwnder the SeneTal SoYvic 5

Tlmrm did_n*’“ e@am to “'m mny

& REPS 3

fov., honisven -3 the city amnvz nave ohs fu;h S—-af—-TiaYe

vl Frerozbicsn Deperinent concentrated ite ff‘drud on

e T3 Doyl ool
cn vATHE B omearE noniTally Jecoiad p.-:-n."k yoir the ri ;: SR £1072 .
shavbe Fells nos sguin aprerontly Forgotion unitil tho Littie

128
T .. =uo gtizech up Lpteress n thoe avsa. Shoruly efterverd, the Del

coao cravg of plenms for a new sebdlivision develoyp Hont

. - - - - -
LI RN vELo It OExd
_ - a—f = v - - LI .- 2. 3 | SR s ) 2 A P
- oo rhet hooof swot o the woab of Ldcbe Fells. The rosidonis

Reproduced from the holding of
Special Collections and University
Archives, Sen Disgo Stete Unn,ersziy
Library. Mot o be Incorpoios

the holdings of anothei repcsﬁory




o and provost against the sutdivigion to stogp

%50 of hacho Fells Road tub were not £bls to stop the

P oot Folile aitca ie CUTT“]CLY in +h honds of thieo OHIOITE:
California, the Stato Bigﬁiﬁy viclicil, end a.priveio

Gevel spor, sw.oresxlly Chrisgiang 04l Ccmpany. The dznd owned By the

whheh ‘aclulcs szt of Adobs Fells Cenyon, 13 currontly

o sucbion ip Avguszt of- 1869 if no

e
&
o~
R
jo T}
o]
L5]
y
Lo
o
:J
U
[ %4
O
b
o
vy
[V
b

7 -

Cake The wntor felis are in the upner {esstorn)
porilen of the erza end are partly in the Stete surplue Jend. A
Bizhway Divieglon =nd,

(&

o
192]
<+
£y
ok
[0}

B E Ty S A 3 3 . — ,.‘. PN
sereion of the felis area is osned by

T e, obyr Eighivcy Diviehon hag no dofinite piong Toxr tho ares.
Phe privete G- Foloper cums the land to the west and also & fluger of

1r5d om the norsh, which coniaing the lowor part of tho stread.

r P ] Y .
The Son Jiogo

19 3urplus J2nd division of v G Stote. Erforts ¢t th;s

Hisze for patik ﬂrposes, with the price sst at $98, 00

1ty ig Wi 1ling to piy. Thus th;ngé with

2 Awl“

e
[
B
3
(o))
Q]
[y
t
1=t
b_ﬂ
H
‘_'l
48]
<y
<r
o]

o whils ~varal peopio on the eolleze crapus hEvE

LS

7
Sirooshed o calpaipn for the collego to acguire the lond nregently
us lgnd. Tho Conservation Scclely, alter
i o fielid tiip ©o tho ares, dratied a lotiter to President Love,

—re =y o — i - - R ry k
crurroning varicua yesooims why iU wen

R S T e



otur b ocuhdAiticl. Mo Duelilesy Bobbing, ingtruvebor of conpervaiion,
Yoo o opdoetad siheidies In the £dobe Pe Lls nrea and hag shown by tepo

te Los5ibls vo Tird arens 1n ths Adobs Fallg Canyon

Vrac Ao G 1t I
o She zound of the feils ovd muming water complovoly drouns out

Sraonoasds of uhae feoaiey., o plees nhere svudents 233 neighborhood

Cante sight Dotroot D7, FPaul Ezell, chalzman of the eunthropciogy

Sepnvimont, ¥rovirod artifvets of the D.guuno I diens in the fdobe

Ly SHGEIG . BT GY s
rilse pron movoeril FepTs aso, thn 1PLG;eBt in ths araz bﬂOuvhb th

mat his atsenvion, Drp. E ell msde an thEOT“SiOPl study
—TT T T s T
cTG: LU Ssoula Tind no indl odtﬂon of a maJOL Diﬁunno Gita bug

is

& hdobe
mells CzﬁTfar Prenident Love nne d'rjcccd Dar1 GuO g@ Xooster to write
o touhor o tho Ch%ﬂoellor‘and State th¢d of L0088, TIGUIBLINg:

that tho mattor of Adovpe Pallis bae put onn the egends Tor thelr next
geatioe, at the and of Moy, with the _U’)"Eilibl.ll‘by th at the rocquesd ;Bﬂy‘

nct Lo in Time cnd vie igsue will be brougru up 2t th@ foliuﬁing

which oy

9
City of Son

tinge would 3ike to leass the ares from tne collfga wder & lorg-tesrn

™

cent ploneg wowl

erreizegnt apd voe 1% for a nelzhborhood pafk“ The pro

/

£1i55 for en ascess reed. e Lridge, & gras s'piEﬁic area., tebles and
tenzhoes, mostracze, a pzrizing lot for apyrﬂvljabely dO cars, with ithe

'21lz 27he to e deft in its matural condition,



T 3mnd c#ned by the devolopor Just norin of tho

Ty v oy
Stnrte ored i 0 is eongidored the cors ecological ares. Thils eres
vty Som sozh of ke lews stresm and tho huge pa2lmse and SyCamorss.

. / B el - - - -"—‘
The (ooeieper Ban indlentod that ho might sell this crucial acrexze
Y o Thie is the erroo where studonts have orfercd to
SO Lo sbtroet watarTonl for behavioral stuwdios. st no
pTrLGe to She enlicze. Thove 1 o wide varievy of enimclz 1lnnabLiting

roez out ek continucd prosenee is threatened by procent plsans

fox Lhe cwves. Tho present plens ineluwds a lerge ecment flood centrol
chrsedl, necenonry to protech the NparLLenus baing conciructed by the

Sovelopey Tarthor doin the vnllsy ric uﬁpluln, Just to tThe cest of

23 choimeld voald degtrov the lover strezm and the

L4

ecis 22Ul o -
Mhe covelawer hoe epplicd for e drainege peralt and hog eligned
e e rgrzent Lot e Tiscd coudtrol channel will bae built by hiam at a

©i3,6006 in fhis arss. Usually in ‘egseg guch as this, the ci
ut Lkelf of the erpcnses, but the matter has not yet been

rour at befop: the City Couneil for that decision. The original

brous at belfop
epnllizeticn fur (ro parmit was Tiled on November 16, 1967 by tuc mon

Pt griela WR. Coray and R.C. Fermclle Hr- Corasy
% be locrted fn Szu Dicgo at the pTeByﬂt time (hﬂa pho#a nimber

tod wi%h ne 2iternats numbar) erd tbe address

icatica o Hr. Fennel wasg in Arizona, so the firnm

TOY ST FaTess R AR RO

for the drainszo permit has beon Lioid

I3 b4 g
e G

»e 07 which hohg been tha dispuszgion

<

P

e P s .
oS TRUIOC” Oy Lok



hl

~mnel fo be puilt, ecncni~lined or roek-1iined. The
Wil soon Do urongnh bOTGro the Clty Counicil foxr enproval

pé 5 of ciiy Tirsneial ﬂegponnvoilﬁty° Once the eprlication

she Tcon talca cub 1t will ba too lato to try bo

scguirc the lemd. TFor this reason 3¢ 13 important that tho matter of

2dEch leln.b: brouzhc up boafore the Bosxd of Trusbces a5 sooOn 08

v hae indicoted that At would have thse fusde

she coT8 aeplozical T, NOH

E}
P
D!
98]
o)
[¥1}
’.1
!
[
1
Jad
(2%
43
o
33
.._l
el
l-
[
é%
[yl
o)
g
C’-

owncs by the dovaloper, AT the collego acqul?es the rest of the
Stpo—amed imnd eond is willing Co leese 1%t %o cha cityg Thoro

o -5 5 b2 o conflict of pnrposag between the city and the colley

obiainsg the lond. Porbope it tho coilege obxaiﬂe* the SLatG land
end tha city puvshazsd the corg ccoiowical erea Troa the devolcper
tlie core arez covid ~e traded Tor thu lowar"falls nreca, leaving the

'->

noor Tallc ercz intaet. ALL éf Lh depands 03 Lhe collegete and




