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San Diego County Archaeological Society, Inc. 
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San Dieko, CA 92138-1106 
Attn: James W. Royle, Jr., Chairperson 

Re, Dra~ ErzviP·onmental I~npacl Report 
SDSU 2007 Cc~npus Master Plarz Revisiorz 

Dear Mr. Royle: 

I am writing in response to your comment letter dated Suly 5, 2007, regarding the 
Draft Environmental Impact Report ("EIR") prepared for the San Diego State University 
("SDSU") 2007 Canlp~s Master Plan Revision project. SDSU will be providing 
responses to the eommenrs contained in your letter through the formal E]R response to 
comments process. However, r wanted to respond to you immediately regarding 
comment number 1 and the disclosure of archaeological site locations. 

SDSU has investigated the concenrs raised in your letter and determined thsr any 
inappropriate disclosures contained in Draft EIR Appendix E were the result of 
inadvertent error. In response, and as suggested in your letter, SDSU has obcained -from 
our consultants a replacement version of Appendix E that is in fUll compliance with the 
disclosure restrictions, and we are in the process of replacing the original version of Draft 
EIR Appendix E with the revised appendix. In that regard, we have removed the original 
version of Appendix ]E posted on the SDSU website and have replaced it with revised 
Appendix H .We have included a revised copy of Appendix E as an attachment to this 
Letter. We also have replaced the original Appendix E incIudzd in the dree Draft BIR 
~opies disuibured to public libraries with revised Appendix E. Additionally, anylall 
copies of the Draft EIR distributed in the future uirill contain revised Appendi~ E. And, as 
you requested, the I;inal E~R will contain the revised Appendix E. 

~e bcust the actions SDSU has taken In response to the Society's letter will meet 
with your approval. Thank you for your comments and the Society's interest in the 
project. 

Sincerely, 

Lauren 

Associate Di~~tor of Facilities 

planning, Design and Construction 
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F:\CAPITAL PRDJECTS\C4ndPUS MBSTE~R PLAN\Maste~ Plan 2007~007 DE1R\Ltr. Mr. Royle.doc 
T#EC1IUFoRRDSTn.lf UIIIVEASITY BAKEASFIBD C~ANNELISLANDS CHIC~ OOYIYGVRHILLS ERSTBAI FRESE~D FVLL~RTMJ HUMBOLDT L~HGBEP~H LOSANIT~ELES 



APPET~DIX E 

CULTURAL RESOURCES TECHNTCAL REPORT 

CORRECTED 07-112-07 



A ~U~JTURAL RESOUBCES ST~l~lb~ 

FOR ~HE 

SDSIL~ 2007 ~~~~~PI_TS I\/IASTEIQ IP%A1~~ 

REVISIO~J 

San Diego, California 
State Clearinghouse Number 2007021828 

Sabmitted to: 

Dudek & Associates, Inc. 
605 Third Street 

Encinitas, California 92024 

Preparedfor= 

San Diego State University 
c/o Michael Haberlaorm 

Gatzke, Billon, & Balance ]LILP 
1525 Faraday Avenue, Suite 150 

@arlsbad, California 92008 

Prepared by: 

Larry J. Pierson, 
Senior Archaeologist and Hisstoraan 

Brian F. Smith and Associates 

14010 Poway Road, Suite A 
goway, California 9%064 

sas''~F_d~ 

~--a\eo~: 

1May 24, 2007 



SDSU 2007 Campus Master Plan Revision 

National Archaeoloprical Data Base Information 

Author(s)~ Larry J. Person, RPA 

Consulting Firnz~ Brian F. Smith and Associates 
14010 Poway Road, Suite A 
Poway, California 92064 
(858) 484-0915 

Report Date~ May 2~C, 2007 

Report Title: A Cultural Resources Study for the SDSU 2007 Campus Master 
Plan Revision 

Preparedfor: San Diego State University 
c/o Michael Haberkorn 

Gatzke, Dillon, & Balance LLP 
1525 Faraday Avenue, Suite 150 
Carlsbad, California 92008 

Submitted to: Dudek & Associates, Inc. 
605 Third Street 

Encinitas, California 92024 

Lead Agsncg Identifiec State Clearinghouse Number 2007021020 

Study Area: Approximately 269 acres 

USGS ~uadrangbr La Mesa, California (7.5 minute) 

Key Words: USGS La Mesa quadrangle (7.5 minute) San Diego State 
University; archaeological survey; histone structure evaluation; 
bedrock milling features; CA-SDI 17,221; CA-SDI-18,326; CA- 
SD1-18,327; Adobe Falls Histori cal Landmark; no historically 
significant structures. 



w ~-~0\0 oo ~ VIPWC3r 666 o b b 
~ ~d 
F1 ~ss9s 9 t:cD D, 

ul u, ul ul d ~C~ PO ~`la h L, N r D in h w E~ r g D o 3 P, 

0\ 

'd a ·d ·a a o dp~ 
c w w 

o\ o\ o\ o\ o\ o\ r s r 3· 
a a c~. a a · a a a a a ~ 5C! C3 ~ ~ o\ o\ ~ 

~~~388 1~:=n 86~S6~~~~mCD re, o 

~- a a a a a 8 ~ eq~ ~ a 9 CC w E~ L1 E i3~ in ~ w ~ Y E ~ ~ 8 a o s vi ~, ~DC 
O 

3 1. 8 ,,C19 ~ 3 i: " ~ ". ' f: ~ 3 O tl W =I cD ii· X X X x x ~f~ a ~~ o C~ y) y·l W ~ 09 =1 a~ 03 C o C~ ~o ~~u ~ a r· 
Ct L· a a a s, e a =I 

a ·. rn ~ C~ v, r~ -3 ~PP a c: e) O C~ id 5. id Oo~ ~ a 
Z S tj~t~ 

~CI 
09 

a 

gco~~s ~a 
(P ~ aa~~o O~"~a 00 C 6~0 3: · ~ " ,1 ~-L , =1 ~-3 J 

G; 9"w w o 
3· 

OcOo~OPJO 

rs~J V) N J CD Ifl tC. 
3 CD -r O ~ ~ r/, a C" rn Cd Y 

a =1 
m b. ~ O ;t o~ ·-O CP ~ LC~ J 

a. 
o o 

R 
o u a aa" p, 

a ~cl " S u~ · e3~ ,- O ~ i~CD~r o ,e a 

~~e~n, ~ 1; O ~a e re 

a) ~c~ ~ ~ O CC ~ r m ~ O 

~" a a ao E~ ~D E~ VYCD O D3M~ =e, a J ~a O ·i" 
cpCfl cD 

aom hI I OP 

13 h 

Y. 

O Co (I, 

W 

~ a ~d (I, (P 
=rCD6 u 
V1 M ~ 3CEC: 

PW,Y 
'P~B~~ 

o\ o\ o\ o\ o\ o\ ul ul ul ul 
'0\00000 

W 13 
Q\ 

b 

K PkP~'P b PPP 8 CC3YC-L~-. C3 N u 



~ R~~~R~~~~"C~~I O~~~W~~~~~~W~W~~ r: E: C 2= e o\ o\ o\ 
0 

PPPP 9o\ b 

i;· 
$g SW~gwPK K 

~0~0\0\6\0\ h)h) 
urr~3 0\ b P WN~30 b 

$ v,~ CI1 Ij , Y w~~m~~c~C r ~ ~bs~~g s~ 
o 

E~ CDCDCD ,g~~g" " w~~"~w~sco~~~o a c u 
d 

=I o ii 
~aOrS, 

cp P, Co a i 4 4 '· ~ $o ~n e Eo q r;. 

rr 

3] e. ~I~ 

i 
X 

~ r~ 
a 

cD J e a 
r 

o CP CDO CD 
o c , ~R 

r: =t 
t: 

B 8 a O O 

a o 

CDe a4 3~, a · r 
rp 

=1 
C) cD o r 

B c:. ~ a 'd r r r. r M Eu" a Z~ o ~ a 0"p a Oct a CA rrs O`o a e) n =O o o 
a a tl o 

~Dr ~1 
a 

;E: o~s 
e 3 =1 O ~ e o 00~ O R 6 a o w ~3 , ~I a . a Boo ~~,r . Jo ~jM a u a 

b. 'U.~-BL-.P ~~ = R~OQ8*~r3-D 
=r 

o w cD oo w ~t a a 
c g~~ o E op 

o p: 
cD o o r·~d rr, 

o =f 
r oo e v, e C3 h) J 

O =1 P, ~3 E3 
r r 

0\ Q 
r Q ~N N '3: B~'ni%:,g ~ 

J 
p, 

4 B 4 
8 6 cD;p"iD" y.n, 

-- ~ G~ ~" ~ sa o 
v, 

re 9 
c~ C c=d a 

oo o 
3E; r 13 ~ a a 

B. o ~Da CPg.e~0~g 

-- 8 oo r 

r C~ CP ~t~ D, ~· 00 CD Y W u n 
n 

V) a 
w 

~~54a N e ~a 3 r3 O 0\ iD" 
oJo~ N iDR YOO C cOoCnccl ~~~ 

=I h) ~tQW~W~~N ~J"jff ~w~ N~ ~5 
a. 
~ 6: Y ~3 ~ 0\ ~ r C3 

=e cc, 36 
oo n, 

w 
'C r;cC w t3 O 

'C t3 
oao 

i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i 
a a c 

09 ~'~g 
~w a s 

f bo\ 0\ 0\0\ 0\0\0\ 0\ 
b b 

g Rgg bb 
h) 

W WW WW N r WWW rr ~ ~ ~~~w~r ~ Vlwww P~g wcp~ Co 



SDSU 2007 Campus Master Plan Revision 

List of Tables 

Paee 
Table 6.0-1 Archaeological Resources Located within a One ·Mile Radius.......~ 6.0-2 
Table 6.0-2 Previous Studies within a One-Mile Radius .........~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~;.~~~~~~~~~~ 6.0-2 
Table 6.0-3 Bedrock Milling Feature A Data, Site SDI 17,221 ...............~~~~~~~~~ 6.0-10 
TabIe6.0-4 ShovelTestkecovery Data, Site SDI-17,221 .......~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 6.0-11 
Table 6.0-5 Bedrock Milling Feature A Data, Site SDT-I X,326~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 6.0-17 
Table 6.06 Surface Collection Data, Site SDI-18,326 ..........~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 6.0-17 
Table 6.0-7 Shot-el Test Recovery Data, Site SDI-18,326~~~~~~~~~~~..~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 6.0-18 
Table 6.0-8 Test Unit Recovery Data, Site SDI-18,326~~~~~~~~~~~.~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 6.~-19 
Table 6.0-9 Bedrock Milling Feature A Data, Site SDT-I X,327..............~.~~~~~~~~ 6.0-27 
Table 6.0-10 Shovel Test Recovery Data, Site SDI-] 8,327~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 6~ ~28 
Table 6.0-11 Test Unit Recovery Data, Site SDI-18,327~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 6.0-2X 
Table 7.~-1 Impact Ana~ysis.................~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 7.0-1 



The SDSU 2007 Campus Master Plan Revision 

--- 

1.0 MANAGEMENT SUMMA~RY/ABSTRACT 

The San Diego State University 2007 Campus Master Plan Revision is a mixed-use 
project located on the San Diego State University (SDSU) campus in San Diego, California. 
This report is an update of the cultural resources technical report prepared by Brian F. Smith and 
Associates (BFSA) for the SDSU 2005 Master Plan EIR. Revisions of the project design since 
2005 have resulted in the required update and preparation of this revised technical study. 
Because of the historic nature of the area and documented prehistoric human occupation, an 
archaeological survey, testing of discovered resources for significance, and an archaeological 
records search was required. The goal of this study was to document any archaeological or 
historical resources, determine their significance, evaluate impacts to resources resulting from 
the proposed project, and recommend mitigation measures for those impacts. The significance 
evaluation of all resources and the assessment of impacts were conducted according to National 
Register Criteria in conformance with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act 

(NHPA), the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) as defined in Section 15064.5, Title 
14 of the Public Resources Code, and City of San Diego Historical Resources Guidelines. 

An archaeological records search was conducted at the South Coastal Information Center 

(SCIC) at SDSU on October 25, 2004 and was updated on February 22, 2007. The records 
search identified several previously registered cultural resources within the campus boundaries 
including the San Diego State Teacher's College buildings, Aztec Bowl, the site of the first 
doctorate conferred by the California State University system, and Adobe Falls. Under the 
revised plan, only the City of San Diego Historical Landmark Adobe Falls is located close 

enough to the areas of development to warrant further evaluation. Two isolates, as well as Site 
bZA-SDI-17,221 (identified during the first phase of this study in 2004), were also reported 
within one mile of the project center. 

The SDSU 2007 Campus Master Plan project consists of the following six components: 
· Adobe Falls Faculty/Staff Housing 

· Alvarado Campus 
· Alvarado Hotel 

· Campus Conference Center 

· Student Housing (three locations) 
Student Union 

An archaeological survey of cultural resources took place on October 21, 2004. 
Additional survey efforts took place for the expanded project EIR on February 21 and 22, and 
April 12, 2007. The 2004 survey resulted in the identification of a bedrock milling site (Site CA- 
SDI-17,221) and, while not significant alone, was found to be significant by its association with 
Adobe Falls. The 2007 survey resulted in the identification of two additional prehistoric sites 
(Sites CA-SDI-18,326 and 18,327). Testing of the two latter resources for significance was 
conducted on March 1, 2007, resulting in a finding of no significance. 

1.0-I 



The SDSU 2007 Ca~npus Mnrler Plan Revision 

Impacts to cultural resources within the SDSU 2007 Campus Master Plan Revision will 
not be significant, because no significant cultural 

resources would be directly impacted. Identified indirect impacts to the Adobe Falls City of San Diego Historical Landmark would 
likely not result in any decrease in its significance. The recommendationfor mitigation of 
potential impacts to Site SDI-17,221 is avoidance. Because avoidance of the riparian area in 
which Adobe Falls and its associated bedrock miIling feature are located is required as a 
biological mitigation measure, avoidance does not place an additional constraint on the project. 

No mitigation measures are proposed for historic period structures that will be impacted 
by this development because none of those structures were evaluated as significanthistoric 
resources. No archaeological monitoring is recommended for the Student Union and Campus 
Center locations or for the two new residence halls on the site of Maya and Olmeca Hall because 
of their distance from drainages or other landforms typically used by Native Americans 
(Kennedy and Peterson 1975). 

The possibility for the presence of buried cultural resources exists at three of the six 
project components and portions of a fourth. Therefore, monitoring by a qualified archaeologist 
during grading, trenching, boring for shoring, or excavations for underground utilities is 
recommended as part of the Mitigation. Monitoring, and Reporting Program (MMRP). The need 
for monitoring by an archaeologist is limited to: 

a. Adobe Falls Faculty/Staff Housing (two locations) 
b. Alvarado Campus Park 
c. Alvarado Hotel 

d. New Student Housing at Lot C, Lot U, and Lot G. 
With the archaeological monitoring requirement in place, potential impacts to resources will be reduced to a level below significant and would effectively mitigate any impacts to buried 

cultural resources, if present. The archaeological monitor should have the authority to halt or 
redirect grading or excavation in the immediate vicinity of any discovered cultural resources 
~:~r~S;ICh time as those resources can be evaluated fol· significance ender federal, state, and local 

A copy of this final report will be permanently curated at the SCIC at SDSU. All 
identified resources were documented by submission of the appropriate Department of Parks and 
Recreation (DPR) forms to the SCIC at SDSU. All notes, photographs, and other business 
materials related to our involvement in this project will be curated at the offices of BFSA in 
Poway, California. 

1.0-2 
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2.0 UNDERTAKING INFORMATI ON/INTRODUCTION 

This report is an update of the cultural resources technical report prepared by BFSA for 
the San Diego State University 2005 Master Plan EIR. Revisions of the project design since 
2005 have resulted in the required update and preparation of a revised technical study for the 
SDSU 2007 Campus Master Plan Revision thereafter referred to as the SDSU Master Plan 
Revision). Dudek and Associates engaged BFSA to conduct the update of the cultural resources 
evaluation for the revised project EIR. Michael Haberkorn of Gatzke, Dillon & Ballance is the 
official preparer of the EIR for the SDSU Campus Master Plan (State Clearinghouse Number 
2007021020). This updated study examined the locations of proposed facilities within the 
campus and included archaeological surveys, institutional records searches, and significance 
evaluations of historic structures and prehistoric cultural I-esources. Statutory requirements for 
this undertaking are included in Section 106 of the NHPA, the CEQA as defined in Section 
15064.5, Title 14 of the Public Resources Code, and City of San Diego Historical Resources 
Guidelines. 

The project is located on the SDSU campus (Figures 2.0-1 and -3) in the unsectioned ex- 
Mission Lands of Mission San Diego de Alcala, Township 16 South, Range 2 West of the San 
Bernardino Meridian, as shown on the USGS La Mesa quadrangle (Figure 2.0-2). The proposed 
project consists of the development of six components on the campus to keep pace with the 
evolving needs of the university (Figure 2.~4) to fulfill its mission. The project will be 
completed in phases over a period of 20 years with a goal of adding 500 new students per year 
for a total of 10,000 new students by 2015. 

To accommodate the projected student increase, the proposed project involves the 
development of classroom, housing and student support facilities on approximately 55 acres of 
land located on the SDSU main campus and adjacent~to it. The proposed project consists of the 
following six development components: 

I. Adobe Falls Facul~ylStaff Housing - Development of up to 370 residential 
dwelling units for faculty and staff housing on a 33-acre site located north of 

Interstate 8. Under this project component, which would consist of an Upper 
Village and a Lower Village, 50-70 units would be developed near-term in the 
Upper Village, and would be analyzed at the project-level of review. In addition, 
250-300 units would be developed long-term in the Lower Village, and would be 
analyzed at the program level of review. The specific number of units ultimately to 
be developed is dependent upon the vehicle carrying capacities of available access 
routes to the site. This project component also would include a swimming pool, a 
3,600 gross square foot (GSF) community center, and recreation areas. 

2.0-1 
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II. Alvarado Campus - Multi-phase development in northeastern portion of campus. 
612,285 GSF of new space; and demolition of 128,678 GSF of existing space; 
resulting in a net increase of 483,607 GSF of new space upon buildout.l 

A. Phase i: D Lot - (j) Demolition of existing structure at 6361 
Alvarado Court (12,155 GSF; research and development uses); and (ii) 
Development of a new 110,000 GSF 5-story building for academic uses, to be 
analyzed at the project-specific level. 

B, Phase 2: D Lot - Development of: (i) an 85,000 GSF 5-story 
building to house mixed officeiresearch and development uses displaced in 
subsequent phases from Alvarado Core Site, to be analyzed at the program 
level; and, (ii) an 85,000 GSF 5-story buildin8, 70,000 GSF to house existing 
medical/office tenants displaced in subsequent phases from Alvarado Core Site, 
and 15,000 GSF to house Inixed office/research and development uses 
displaced in subsequent phases from Alvarado Core Site, to be analyzed at the 
program level. 

C, Subsequent Phase/s: Alvarado Core Site - (i) Demolition of five 
existing office buildings totaling 116,523 GSF, to be analyzed at program 
level2; (ii) Development of three 4/5-stoI·y 100,000 GSF buildings, and one 4/5- 
story 32,385 GSF building for academic uses, analyzed at program level 
(332,285 CSF AEvarado Core Site net total v. 715,000 GSF, revised to reJlect 
Redevelopment Plan); and (iii) Development of a 6/7-story 552,000 CSF 
parking structure for 1,840 vehicles, to be analyzed at program level. [Note: 
(1) 191 existing surface parking spaces + 44 below 6386 Alvarado Court total 
2,075 spaces; (2) Three Alvarado Core Site buildings to be retained, totaling 
102,715 GSF of retained university projects/medical office uses.] 

III. A~varac~o Hotel - Development of approximately 60,000 GSF B-story building, to 
be owned by Aztec Shops and operated in cooperation with the SDSU School of 
Hospitality and Tourism Management, containing up to 120 hotel rooms and studio 
suites, located on approximately two acres of existing Lot C immediately north of 
Villa Alvarado Residence Hall. To be analyzed at the project-specific level. 

1 "Within the Alvarado Road Sub-Area of the College Community Redevelopment Project, a maximum of 600,000 
square feet of office, 110,000 square feet of research and development, and 5,000 square feet of local serving 
commercial uses may develop. Maximum height is eight stories. Uses pennitted in the Alvarado Road Sub-Area 
are... [See, CCRP Master Project Plan, Oct. 12, 1993, pp. 24-27.i 
2 The buildings to be demolished are as follows: (i) 6475 A Ivarado Road; (ii) 6495 Alvarado Road; (jii) 6505 
Alvarado Road; (iv) 6310 Alvarado Court; and (v) 6330 Alvarado Court. 

2.0-2 
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BTV. ~k~pUPi Conf~reatce Centel· - Development of a new 70,000 GSF 3-story building 
on approximately one-half acre located east of Cox Arena (site of existing tennis 
courts) for meeting/conference space. To be analyzed at the program level. 

1V. Studelzt Hotksk'n~ -- Development of new student housing resulting in a net increase 
of 2,976 student beds, to be developed in multiple phases: 

t$. P~aasce I - G Lot Wesicaence Hall: Near-term development of a I0-story, 
350,000 GSF, Type-i (reinforced concrete) structure to house 800 student beds. 

Building construction would result in the reconfiguration of existing G parking 
lot, resulting in a 90% reduction in available surface parking spaces. To be 
analyzed at the project-specific level; and, 

O~Ffice of Hsusimg Ae~amia~straeion and Resideneial ]Educcation Of~n@e 

(OHAWIEO): Construction of a 2-story, 15,000 GSF I·eplacement structure 
adjacent to H parking lot to replace the structure demolished in Phase 2. To be 

analyzed at the project-specific level. 

B. Phaise 2 - Olmeca/I~aya Residerace Hall Denns~ebuilld: Demolish 

existing Olmeca (Bldg. 49) and Maya (Bidg. 46) I-esidence halls, with a 

combined total of 424 beds, and demolish existing OHAREO (Bldg. 40). Near- 
term construction of two I0-story, 350,000 GSF, Type-i stl-uctures, each 

housing 800 student beds, to be built on the site of former Olmeca/Maya 
residence halls. To be analyzed at the project-specific level. 

C. Phase 3 - U Lot BPesicBceaa@e Hall: Long-term development of a I0-story, 
350,000 GSF, Type-i structm-e to house 800 student beds, to be constl-ucted 

atop the previously master-planned Parking Structure 7. The development site 
presently serves as U parking lot. The Pal-king Sb·ucture would contain spaces 
fol· 750 vehicles, 250 mol·e than pl-eviously master-planned. To be analyzed at 
the program level. 

D. Phase 4 - &Tilla alv;ar;ado Residlencce Hall ]Ex]laarasiorm: Long-term 
development of 50 additional two-bedroom apartments, housing 200 student 

beds, in 2-3-story structures, as palf of the Villa Alvarado housing complex 
located on C Lot. To be analyzed at the pl-ogram level. 

V~ Stklc~e~zt Union - Renovation of the existing aztec Center, including up to a 70,000 
g;SF expansion, to include social space, meeting space, recreation facilities, student 

organization offices, and food and I-etail services. To be analyzed at project-specific 
level . 

2.0-3 
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3.a, R~ECT S:gTF~NG 

The 55-acre SDSU Master Plan project is situated in the College area of San Diego, 
California. The project lies on a tel·race of developed soil composed primarily of weathered 
Lindavista Formation. This is underlain by the Mission Valley Formation, which is in turn 
underlain by Stadium Conglomerate. The Lindavista Formation is a fossiliferous sedimentary 
deposit of Pleistocene age (Kennedy 1975; Dem~r~ and Walsh 1993). Although the Lindavista 
Formation is not highly sensitive, fossils from it are valuable because of their unique placement 
in the San Diego geologic column. 

In prehistoric times, both Archaic and Late Prehistoric cultural groups used this area. By 
late prehistoric times, the area around Adobe Falls was important in terms of floral and faunal 
resources as well as a fresh water source. The wetlands around Adobe Falls and throughout the 
Mission Valley area, as well as the marine resources available in San Diego and Mission Bays, 
comprised an environment rich in varied food and fresh water resources that were available 

throughout most of the year. At the time of the first European colonization (1769) and 
throughout the Spanish Colonial, Mexican, and early American pioneer periods, Adobe Falls and 
Mission Valley wel·e important resource areas for both Native Americans and Europeans. Urban 
development of the area priol· to cultural resoul.ce studies precluded any accurate assessment of 
archaeological deposits I-esulting from humal~ use of this part of San Diego, but historic 
descriptions of I,ate Prehistoric villages and early mission life indicate that this was an important 
activity area (Engelhardl 1920; Kroeber 1925). 

During the historic period, from the late eighteenth century until late in the nineteenth 
century, the region was used for agricultural put-poses. a small cobblestone dam (Plate 3.e1) at 
the top of A?obe Falls provided water to the gardens of Mission San Diego de Alcala through a 
ditch a~~d a tile aqueduct. Later, the falls produced water for agl·iculture in the Grantville al·ea. 
After secularization of Mission San Diego de Alcala, the Davies Family, who raised dairy cattle, 
olives, and produced olive oil, used the Mission lands and may have found the watel- in alvarado 
Creek useful. Farming continued in this palt of the city until urban expansion changed the 
character of land use in Mission ValleyiGrantville and on the mesa to the south. By at least the 
late nineteenth century, the springs above Adobe Falls was used as a water source by those 
traveling through Alval·ado Canyon. The falls were a popular place for swimming in the late 
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries because of the several pools and water availability all 
year. Students used the Alvarado Creek area for study, and local community groups were 
frequent visitol·s (Teaze and Ward 1973). 

Early in the twentieth century, rural land use gave way to increased residential use of the 
College area. The State Normal School became the San Diego State Teacher's College and was 
relocated to its present site in 1931. Subsequently, the college became California Stale College 
at San Diego. Laeel-: it became San Diego State linivel-sity. In 1941, San Diego State College 
purchased the Adobe Falls property from Mad@e Blunt Waring. The falls were listed as City of 
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San Diego Historic Landmark Numbel· 80 in 1~93. The San Diego State Teachel-'s College 
campus was listed on the National Register as a historic district in 1997. The entrance to the 
service area of Cox Arena is the location where the first doctorate was granted by the CSU 
system to President John F. Kennedy on the occasion of his commencement speech in 1963 
(California Landmark Number 998). 

Although the Aztec Bowl was listed on the National Register in 1994 as a stand-alone 
structure in 1997, the California State Historic Preservation Officer recluested it be de-listed 
because of the demolition that took place during construction of Cox Arena. The property no 
longer retained integrity (Gene Itogawa OHP, personal communication 2004). The San Djego 
State Teacher's College National Register nomination (listed 1997) refers to the bowl as a non- 
contributor. The 2007 SDSU Nlaster Plan will impact neither the Teacher's College National 
Historic District nor the Aztec Bowl. 

The College area today is a mixture of university, office, retail, and residential uses, 
indicative of the ever-changing needs of the university and the neighborhood around it. The 

university itself has changed dramatically since relocating to this site in 1931. The SDSU Master 
Plan will continue these ~changes to keep pace with tile changing needs of higher education 
provided by the university. 

3.0-2 
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$.tD R%ESEA~CP-I DE_SIGN 

At the survey and significance evaluation phases of analysis it is appropriate to identify 
the research paradigms used to assess the significance of resources. -Theoretical research 
constructs are not appropriate here because this is not a mitigation level of effort. In order to 
establish a baseline for significance of cultural I-esources, the appl·opriate legislation must be 
identified. In the case of the SDSU 2007 Master Plan Revision, three pieces of legislation will 
be used in determining significance. The NHPA Section 106 is appropriate because pal-t of the 
development may I·equire a U.S Army Corps of Blgineers permit. To evaluate a I·esource for 
significance at the federal level, National Register Criteria is the scale used to determine 
significance. CEQA criteria are also appropriate because SDSU is part of the state school 
system. The City of San Diego Resource Protection Ordinance and Historical Resources 
Guidelines are also appropriate because the project is within the City limits. Thus the research 
design for this project is to determine if any of the cultural resources that will be impacted by the 
project qualify as significant under any of the established criteria. If such resources are found to 
be significant, impacts must be identified. AI~ impact that reduces the significance of a lesoulce 
i,,, impact that I-equires mitigation. Conversely, if an impact does not reduce or adversely 
affect the significance of a resource, no mitigation is required. 

CPiteria for rsiialticPnal Register eligibility: To qualify as significant in Alnerican histol·y, the 
architecture, archaeology, engineering, and culture is present in districts, sites, buildings, 
structures, and objects that possess integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, 
feeling, and association, and: 

A. Are associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad 
patterns of our histol-y; or 

B. Are associated with the lives of persons significant in our past; or 
C. Embody distinctive characteristics of a type, pel-iod, ol· method of construction, ol· 

that represent the work of a mastel-, or that possess high artistic values, ol- that 
represent a significant and distinguishable entity whose components may lack 
individual distinction; or 

D. Has yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important in prehistol-y ol· history. 

b)ritePia for significance under CEQA: CEQA criteria for determining significance of a 
cultural resource are enumerated in CEQA Section 15064.5(a)(3): 

(a) Is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns 
of California's history and cultural heritage; 

(b) Is associated with the lives of pet-sons important in our past; 
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(c) Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, region, or method of 
construction, or represents.the work of an important creative individual, ol- possesses high 
artistic values; 

(d) Has yielded, ol- may be likely to yield, information important in prehistory or history. 

Thus, if a historical resource has been found to be significant under CEQA Section 
150~4.5(a)(3), then Section 15064.5 (b) would apply: "A project with an effect that may cause a 
substantial advel·se change in the significance of an historical resource is a project that may have 
a significant effect on the environment." Moreover, "When a project will affect state-owned 
historical resonrces, as described in Public Resources Code Section 5024, and the lead agency is 
a state agency, the lead agency shall consult with the State Historic Preservation Officer as 

provided in Public Resources Code 5024.5. Consultation should he coordinated in a timely 
fashion with the preparation of environmental documents" [CEQA Section 15-6L~.5(b)(5)1. In 
addition to CEQA, Title 14 PRC 921083.2 defines "unique archaeological resource" and states 
that the lead agency determines whether a project will have a significant effect on unique 
archaeological resources. That code also identifies impacts and mitigation measures. Title 14 
PRC 921084.1 defines "historical resource" and states that a project may have a significant effect 
on the environment if it causes a substantial change in the significance of a historical resource. 

Glriteria for significance under City of S;aH1 Diego: The City of San Diego Historical 
Resources Guidelines provides instructions on how to address issues of significance and identify 
impacts, including mitigation measures for unavoidable impacts. City of San Diego Historical 
Resources Guidelines identifies a significant historical I~esource at the local level as "any 
improvement, building, structure, sign, interior element and fixture, feature, site, place, district, 
area or object may be designated as histol-ic by the City of San Diego Historical Resources ]Board 
if it meets any of the following criteria: 

a. Exemplifies or reflects special elements of the City's, a community's or a 
neighborhood's historical, archaeological, cultural, social, economic, political, 
aesthetic, engineering, landscaping or architectural development; ol-, 

h. Is identified with persons or events significant in local, state or national histol-y; 
c. Embodies distinctive charactel-istics of style, type, period or method of 

construction or is a valuable example of the use of indigenous material or 
craftsmanship; or, 

d. Is representative of the notable work of a master builder, designer, architect, 
engineer, landscape architect, jntel.ior designer, artist or craftsman; or, 

e. Is listed ol· has been determined eligible by the National Pa!k Service for listing 
on the National Register of Histol-ic Places or is listed or has been deter-mined 

eligible by the State Nistolical PI·esel·vation Office fol- listing on the State Ihegiseer· 
of Historical Resoul·ces; or, 
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f. Is a finite group of resources related to one another in a clearly distinguishable 
way or is a geographically definable area or neighborhood containing 
improvements which have a special character, historical interest or aesthetic value 

or which represent one or more architectural periods or styles in thehistory and 
development of the City." 
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5.8 ~[IET~-IBDOLBGY 

BFSA first conducted a survey and evaluation of resources in 2004 based upon 
improvements proposed in six separate locations as part of the SDSU 2005 Campus Master Plan. 
Because that was a programmatic EIR study, the assessment of impacts to significant resources 
Va7aS based on generalized improvement proposals. As a result of changes to the SDSU 2005 
Campus Master Plan, new studies were required and the SDSU 2009 Campus Master Plan 
Revision was developed. The revised development now includes six development components 
that will be impacted over a larger portion of the campus than the 2005 plan. Because the EIR 
will now require both project-level and program-level analysis, impacts and mitigation measures 
are included in this report. 

The first step in the significance evaluation process was to determine if any cultural 
I·esources were present within any of the areas of potential effect (APE). Once the cultul·al 
resource survey (Phase I) was complete, a significance evaluation (Phase II) was needed for each 
newly discovered resource. The methods employed to conduct the significance evaluation 
program focused on two primary methods: historic structure analysis and archaeological testing. 

5.f Ilandmaffk and Historic Strnccture Analysis 
Standing structures are the most obvious I·esohlrces on the campus. For this reason, a 

review of all registered historic structures was necessary to separate those that al·e known to be 
significant from those that had not been evaluated for significance. This was accomplished in 
two ways; first, a field reconnaissance was conducted to identify any buildings in any of the 
APIEs that were potentially significant historic sites on the basis of apparent age, and second, 
historic registry lists were reviewed to identify structures previously registered. 

The changes in project design have resulted in avoiding the San Diego State Teacher's 
College aub the Aztec Bowl National Registel- properties, as well as the State Historic Landmark 

location of P1-esident Kennedy's honorary doctorate; therefore, no additional evaluation of those 

registered sites was required. Because the Adobe Falls City of San Diego Histol-ical Landmark 
could possibly be impacted by the proposed project, that site was evaluated for impacts. For the 
present configuration, the Aztec Center, Maya and Olmeca Residence Walls, and the two 
residential structures that make up the Student and Residential Life Administration had to be 

evaluated for significance using criteria identified in Section 4.0. At the federal and state levels, 
a structure must be 50 years of age to be considered histol-ic. At the local level (City of San 
1Diego), the historic threshold is 45 years of age. Any of the structures that reached the minimum 
age threshold were evaluated for significance according to the criteria enumerated in Section 4.0. 
Any of the structures evaluated as significant under any of the criteria were considered in the 
mitigation measures (Section 8.0). 
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5.2 Archaecplapgical Testting ~hase II) 

The archaeological surveys of the SDSU Master Plan project resulted in the identification 

of three prehistoric sites. These sites were situated north of Interstate 8 near Adobe Falls. The 

area north of Interstate 8 is the only undeveloped portion of the project. To produce data for 

significance evaluations, the prehistoric sites were subjected to a standard archaeological Phase 

II testing program. Field testing was performed by qualified archaeologists from BFSA. 

Because of extensive pipeline and highway development, which resulted in disturbances to the 

environment, the potel~tial for prehistoric archaeological deposits within~this pot-lion of the 
project was lowl All of the archaeological sites identified in the Adobe Falls area were 

subsequently tested for significance according to NHPA Section 106, CEBA, and City of San 
Diego criteria. 

The cultural resource testing progral·n consisted of a surface collection, subsurface 

investigations, detailed recordation of all milling features, and significance evaluations. To 

initiate this process, a site datum was established as a permanent control point within each site 

area. Subsequently, the site datum, surface artifacts and features, and test excavations were 

mapped using a hand-held Trimble Geo XT Global Positioning System (GPS) unit equipped with 

TerraSync software. Surface artifacts wel-e collected. The collected artifacts were then bagged, 

labeled, and returned to the laboratory of BFSA for further analysis. 

A series of shovel test pits (STPs) was instituted at several of the sires to identify the 

nature and extent of any subsurface deposits. Placement of the STPs within each site depended 

on the extent of the surface artifacts and location of milling features. The shovel test series 

~con-nsisted of 30-by-30 centimeter excavations that proceeded in decimeter levels downwal-d to a 

minimum depth of 30 centimeters, where sufficient soils remained. In addition, one-by-one 

meter test units were excavated at two of the sites to test for a subsurface deposit in the areas 

where the highest concentration of sul-face and subsul-face artifacts was recovered. Each test unit 

was also excavated in standard decimeter levels to a depth of 50 centimeters. All excavated soils 

were sifted through one-eighth-inch mesh screens. 

The resting program also included the detailed recordation of all milling features at each 

site. Documentation included mapping each feature in relation to the established site datum, in 

addition to the individual measurement of each bedrock feature and milling surface. The 

attributes of each surface were I-ecol-ded on data forms developed specifically for the 1-ecordation 
of milling surfaces; the length, width, and depth of each surface was noted, in addition tothe 

general overall characteristic of the surface (i.e., slick, oval, mortar, etc.). In certain areas of the 

sites, accumulated soils and vegetation were removed from the suarface of bedrock features so 

that the entire surface of the feature was exposed. All features were sketched and photographed 
as pal-t of the I-ecordatiol~ process. 

All surface collections and excavations were mapped using a hand-held TI-imble Geo XT 

GPS unit equipped with Ten~aSyne software. All information f~·om the field testing was retul·ned 
to the BFSA for processing. 
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5.3 Lalboraeory Analysis: 

In keeping with generally accepted archaeological procedures, the specimens collected 
during the investigations were categorized as to artifact form, mineralogy, and function. 
Comparative collections curated in the laboratory of BFSA may have been referenced in 
identifying unusual ol· highly fragmenlaly specimens. The cataloging process fol- the recovered 
specimens utilized a classification system commonly employed in this region. After cataloging 
and identification, the collections were marked with the appropriate provenience and catalog 
information, and then packaged for permanent curation. No radiocarbon dating or other 
specialized studies were conducted as part of this project due to a lack of appropriate material. 

5.4 Archival ResearcBa 

In order to supplement the information contained in SDSU 2005 Master Plan, additional 
historic research was undertaken to ensure all affected historic structures were identified as part 
of the resource evaluation process. The goal was to review the 2005 historic structures inventory 
on campus and update as appropriate any previous assessments performed for'those structures. 
In some cases, additional building information was required for the 2007 project EIR to include 
those structures that wel·e not previously part of the Master Plan ol- only recently met the age 
thl·eshold to be considered an historic resource. BFSA obtained original nomination for-ms for 
the three landmark sites and the National aegistel- disb.ict located in the Mastel· Plan boundaries 
in ordel~ to identify the exact nature of each nomination, and to identify which listed I-esources on 
the campus needed to be addressed for impacts resulting from the proposed projects. 

5.5 Teclhniccal Repore Prepasa&ioan 

This report is fonnatted using the Archaeological Resource Management Repol·t 
Guidelines (ARMR) as presented in ARMR Recommended Contents and Format (February 1990 
California Office of Historic Preservation) and contains a brief history of the area, a discussion 
of the potential resources, a discussion of the field and archival methods employed, and the 
results of the significance evaluation program. The report also contains a discussion of any 
impacts, both immediate and cumulative, as well as mitigation measures to ameliorate any 
impacts that would reduce the significance of cultural resources. The report includes all 
appropriate maps and tabular information needed to make a complete and comprehensive 
presentation of these activities, including the personnel involved. 

DPR forms were completed for any unrecorded resources and submitted to SCIC as 

required by archaeological and historical convention as well as by the City of San Diego. 
Recordation does not indicate eligibility for inclusion on the National Register, a state register, or 
City Historical Landmarks Register. 

All project field Ilotes, photographs, maps, research materials, and business files will be 
curated at time offices of BF~9~A in Poway, Califosnia. 
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g,eD R]EILPOR1G (b]F FI[NIDINGS 

A cultural resources study was conducted on October 21, 2004 for the SDSU 2005 

Campus Master Plan. Additional studies were conducted for the redesigned project EIR for the 

2009 Campus Master Plan Revision on February 21 and 22, and on April 12, 2007. The 

institutional records search results are discussed in Section 6.1. The cultural resource survey is 
addressed in Section 6.2. Three prehistoric archaeological sites and three historic structures were 

identified within the project during the survey and consequently were evaluated fol· significance. 

The testing of the three prehistoric sites is discussed in Section 6.3, and the historic structure 

analysis of the three historic structures is discussed in Section ~.4. 

6.1 Wesul%s of Records Search 

A Sacred Lands File search was requested from the Native American Heritage 

Commission (NAHC) on February 20, 2007. The NAHC did not identify any sacred sites within 

one mile of the project center (Appendix III). At the request of the NAHC, letters were sent to 

representatives of local tribes requesting any information regal-ding sacred sites within the 

project area. None of the persons contacted identified any sacred lands within a mile of the 

project center. 

The archaeological records seal·ch for the SDSU 2005 Mastel- Plan was conducted at the 

S@IC at SDSU on October 25, 2004. Several historic I-esources are listed within one mile of 

SDSU, of which the most notable are the San Diego State ?'eacher's College, SDSU as the 

location of the first Doctorate granted in the state college system, the Aztec Bowl, and Adobe 

Falls. In all, 68 listings fol- historic structures appealed in the record search; most are the result 

of focused surveys required by the City of San Diego for resources over 45 years of age. 

The archaeological records seal·ch was updated on February 22, 2009 at the SCIC at 

SDSU (Appendix II). The record search update included Site CA-SDI-17,221, which was 

documented by BFSA as palt of the assessment for the SDSU 2005 Wlastel· Plan (discussed in 

Section 6.2) and two isolated artifacts. Tables 6.0-1 and -2 list the archaeological resources and 

studies within the one-mile radius of the project. The two archaeological isolates were a single 

quartzite core reported from the Adobe Falls campus and a metate with associated shellfish 

remains in the canyon below Lot U. The two additional archaeological sites discovered as a 

result of additional surveys conducted for the 2007 Master Plan did not appear on the updated 

record search, but have been recorded and assigned the trinomials CA-SDI-18,326 and i 8,327. 
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Table B.Q)-l 

Archaeological Resources Located within a One-Mile Radius of the 

SDSU 2007 Campus Mas&er Pllan Revision 

Site No. DescffiptiePn 

Prehistoric 

P-37-015591 Single quartzite core 

SDI-9899 Isolated portable metate and shell scatter 

SDI-17,221 Bedrock milling feature 

Table 6.0-2 

Previous Studies within a One-Mile Radius of the 

SDSU 2009 Campus Master Plan Revision 

Ci~4ticQH1S 

Kyle, Carolyn and Dennis Gallegos 
1980 1995 Cultural Resource Survey Report for the Adobe Falls Sewe~· Alignment 

Project. Gallegos $t Associates. Submitted to P & D Technologies. Unpublished 
Report on file at SCIC, San Diego State University, San Diego, CA. 92182. 

Price, Harry J. Jr. 
1981 Phase 1 Arcizaeological Surve~l Report for Lane Additions and Soulzd Barrier on 

Interstate 8 ll-SD-8 P.M. 8.5-10.4 1203-~89821. Caltrans. Unpublished Report on 
file at SCIC, San Diego State University, San Diego, CA. 92182. 

Donovan, Mary J. and Don Laylander 
1985 Negative Archaeological Survey Report: Proposed Westbound auxiliary Lane on 

Route 8., P.M. 6.3-8.1, 11222-169660. CALTWAPJS. Submitted to Caltrans. 

Unpublished Report on file at SCIC, San Diego State Univel·sity, San Diego, CA. 
92182. 

Kelsay, Richalene 

1986 Negative Archaeological Survey Report: Proposed Additional Project Limits for 
Westbound Auxiliary Lane on Inter-state 8, 11-SD-8 P.M. 5.8/9.7 11222-169660. 
ealtrans. Submitted to Caltrans. Unpublished Report 017 file at SCIC, San Diego 
State University, San Diego, CA. 92182. 
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City of San Diego 

1982 1988 Environmental Impact Report for Alvarado Water Filtration Plant Expansion 
and Rehabilitation. Lawrence C. Monserrate. Submitted to City of San Diego. 
Unpublished Report on file at SCIC, San Diego State University, San Diego, CA. 
92182. 

Roth, Linda 

1983 1992 Cultural Resources Survey College Area Redevelopment Project EIR 131.4 
Acres. ]Roth and Associates. Submitted to Cotton Beland associates Inc. 
Unpublished Report on file at SCIC, San Diego State University, San Diego, CA. 
92182. 
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Fieure g.0-8 

Cultusal Igeso~arce Locatiom ~8ap 

(Dele&ega fos $aablic Review; B~uaad SeparateByr) 
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Fi9nre 6.4)-~ 

vJiew of CmB$nral Baesource Locatiolrao: 

(]Dele&ed ~sr $n8b~ic Revie·w; Bonnd Sepasatelgr) 
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6.% Results of Cultural Res;surces Survey (Phnsc I) 
The cultural resources survey was conducted on October 21, 2004 for the SDSU 2005 

Campus Master Plan. Additional surveys were conducted for the redesigned project ErR for the 
SDSU 2007 Master Plan Revision on February 21 and 22, and on April 12, 2007. All six of the 
proposed project component sites were surveyed. 

6.2.1 Adobe Falls FacultylStafSHousing 
The Adobe Falls area has been identified as the location of the Adobe Falls Faculty/Staff 

Housing developments. Three bedrock milling sites (Sites SDI-17,221, SDI-18,326, and SDI- 
18,327) were identified and recorded within the Adobe Falls area as a result of the surveys 
conducted for the SDSU 2005 Master Plan and SDSU 2007 Master Plan Revision. A full 
description of the sites and testing of the sites in detail is provided in Section 6.3. 

6.2.2 Alvarado Canzyus 

The Alvarado Campus sire is now occupied by a complex of medical offices and research 
facilities and parking Lot D. No structures within the site have architectural ol· historical 
significance, nor are any of the existing buildings old enough to be considered historic under 
National Register, CEQA, ol· City of San Diego guidelines. 

6.2.3 Alvarado Hotel 

The Alvarado )-lotel will be located on approximately two acl.es of Lot C. No structures 
are present at the site, and it is entil·ely paved for parking. 

6.2.$ Canzpus Conference Center 

The campus Conference Center will consist of a new 70,000 square foot, three-story 
building located east of Cox Arena. No structures are present at the site of the pl·oposed Campus 
Conference Center. 

6.2.5 Student Housing 

Student housing is planned for Parking Lots G, C, and U. Lot G is not occupied by any 
structures and is entirely paved for parking. Lot C is located adjacent to Alvarado Creek, and 
Lot U is at the head of a side canyon that leads to Alvarado Canyon. There are no standing 
structures at either of these locations. Two additional residence halls al-e proposed for the site 
now occupied by Maya and Olmeca Residence Halls and the Student and Residential Life 
Administration facility. The latter will be relocated to a new building to be constructed adjacent 
to Lot H. Maya and Olmeca Halls and the Student and Residential Life administration facility 
were found to be of historic age and were consequently evaluated f~ol· significance. The historic 
seructul·e analysis is discussed in detail in $ection 6.4. 
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6.2.6 Student Union 

The Student Union component consists of the renovation of the existing Aztec Center, 
including up to 70,000 squal-e foot expansion, and will require the demolition of the 5,200 square 
foot La Tienda Building. The existing Aztec Center does not have any architectural or historical 
significance, nor is it old enough to be considered histoiic under National Register, CEQA, or 
City of San Diego guidelines. According to SDSU recol-ds, the La Tienda building is an addition 
to the Aztec Center constructed in 1966 and was substantially enlarged in tile 1990s. This part of 
the Aztec Center does not meet the age criteria as a historic structul·e. Moreover, La Tienda has 
been substantially altered by the 1990s enlargement and retains no integrity of original.design. 
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FiP;upe 6.0-3 

AdQlbe Falls Facnltg~t~ff Mousing BroposecB ]Development, 
QZrac~ing EnvelcPpes, and Culeur~l WesouPces 

(DeBeted ~or ]Paabsic HPeview; B~Pundl Sepaka$eliyr) 
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6.3 BBesults of Testing of Ca~eural Resonrces (Phase 1[I) 

Three archaeological sites (Sites SD1-17,221, SDI-18,326, and SDI-18,327) were 

identified and recorded within the Adobe Falls area as a direct result of the surveys conducted by 
BFSA for the SDSU 2005 Master Plan and SDSU 2007 Master Plan Revision (Figure 6.0-3). 

6.3.1 Site SDI-/7,221 

Phase II testing of Site SDI-17,221 was conducted November 9, 2004. The site consists 

of one bedrock milling feature. 

Description 

Site SDI-17,221 is a prehistoric bedrock milling site located on the southwest side of 

Alvarado Creek in the northeastern portion of the Adobe Falls/North Campus parcel. The site 
consists of a single bedrock milling feature. Since no other bedrock milling features were 
located near the falls, this bedrock milling feature may be the one listed as part of the Adobe 
Falls nomination as a City Historic Landmark. This site was listed as a contributing element of 
the Adobe Falls City Historical Landmark Adobe Falls, a natural waterfall along the Alvarado 
Creek drainage. The falls were described in the City Historic Landmark nomination form as a 

place where Native American grinding sul-faces were found on rocks. The form lists "sevel-al 

waterfalls, thl-ee pools, stream bed of Alvarado Canyon, bedl·ock mel-tars and grinding slicks, 
flora, and fauna." Additional historic significance is imparted to the falls due to the historic use 

of the area by the mission, pioneer fal·mers, travelers, bathel·s, science classes, and community 
groups (Nomination Form). 

The majority of the area surrounding the site has been completely disturbed and impacted 
by numerous construction projects including the constl·uction of Interstate 8, the main water line 

from Lake Murray, and a sewage pipeline. Vegetation at the site consists of riparian species and 
palm trees along the creek, and native inland sage scrub on the slopes of the hills north of the 
creek. The areas to the south and west of the site have been impacted and contain only 
il7troduced grasses and shrubs. Elevation at this site is approximately 250 feet above anean sea 
level (AMSL). The genel·al configuration of the resource is shown in Figure 6.0-~. The setting 
of the site is shown in photographs provided in Plates 6.~-1 and -2. 

Field Investigatiolzs 

The BFSA field investigations at Site SD1-l7,221 wel·e conducted using the standard 
methodologies described in Section 5.0. 

Surf~ace HPecordation 

The entire surface of the site was inspected for artifacts and features, all of which were 

provenjenced from one datum established at the site. The datul·n was established at a high point 
fi·om which the feature and excavations could be measul·ed. Vegetation was dense alolag the 
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creek but was sparse over most of the area near die site; subsequently, surface visibility was 
good across the majority of the area. A single bedrock milling feature was identified as Bedrock 
Milling Feature (BMF) A at the site. The location of the feature is shown in Figure 6.~-4. 

Table 6.0-3 

Bedrock Milling Feature a Data, Site $DI-17,221 
The SDSU 2007 C;ampus Master plan Revision 

Feature Location Surface Type Dimensions 
From IPatum A 

A 113"/ 112 Feet I Slick 18.0 x 19.0 x O. I cm. 
2 Slick 24.0 x 26.0 x O. 1 cm. 
3 Slick 24.0 x 27.0 x O. 1 cm. 
4 Slick 19.0 x 25.0 x O. 1 cm. 
5 Slick 20.0 x 22.0 x O. 1 cm. 
6 Slick 20.0 x 21.0 x O. I cm. 
7 Slick 15.0 x 21.0 x O. I cm. 
8 Slick 18.0 x 20.0 x O. I cm. 
9 Slick 15.0 x 19.0 x O. I cm. 

10 Slick 23.0 x 24.0 x O. I cm. 
II Slick 17.0 x 18.0 x O. 1 ci-n. 

BMF A contained a total of eleven grinding surfaces, all slicks. The slicks ranged in 
length from 15 to 27 centimeters. The surfaces of the bedrock outcrops were extl-emely 
weathered; therefore, the edges of the grinding surfaces were often difficult to identify. The 
bedrock feature is illustrated in Figure 6.0-5 and shown in a photograph in Plate 6.0-3. 
Measurements of individual grinding surfaces are presented in Table 6.0-3. 

The entire surface of the site was thoroughly inspected for surface artifacts, yet no 
al-tifacts were identified. As no surface al-tifacts were located, the mapping of the bedrock 
feature resulted in the delineation of the surface expression of the site, which measures 
approximately 15.2 meters (50 feet) from west to east by 15.2 meters (50 feet) from north to 
south and covers 182 square meters (1,960 square feet). 

Subsurface Excavaltion 

The potential for subsurface cultural deposits at Site SDI-17,221 was investigated by 
excavating four STPs. Shovel test pits were positioned in areas containing sufficient soil in close 
proximity to the bedrock milling featul-e, in order to test for the presence of a subsurface 
expression at the site. The locations of the STPs are shown in Figure 6.0-4. All of the shovel 
tests were excavated in decimelel- levels Co at least 30 centimetel·s, unless bedrock was 

e.o-Io 



TI2e SDSU 2007 Co,,lpus Master Pla,r Revirion 

encountered. None of the STPs were positive for cultural material. The detailed provenience 

information for the STPs is presented in Table 6.0-4. No subsurface component was identified 
in association with the bedrock milling feature. 

Table 6.0-4 

S~aovel Test RecovePy IBata, Site SDI-17,221 
The SDSU 2087 Campns I~Iaseer Plan Revision 

Lo@ation Azimueba/Detb Buantity~ Recovery Material Cat. 
R;ange ~6~7~eight No. 

63"1 54 Feet 0-10 No Recovery 
10-20 No Recovery 
20-30 No Recovery 

2 114"1 42 Feet 0-10 No Recovery 
10-20 No Recovery 
20-30 No Recovery 

3 134"/ 53 Feet 0-10 No Recovery 
10-%0 No Recovery 
20-30 No Recovery 

4 136"1 92 Feet 0-]0 No Recovery 
10-20 No Recovery 
%0-30 No Recovery 

Sunzmary 

The investigation of Siee SD1-17,221 revealed no sul-face artifacts and no subsul-face 
cultural deposits. The single bedrock milling feature present indicates that site activities were 
focused on seed processing. A late prehistoric utilization is suggested; however, no distinct 
diagnostic artifacts were recovered. The site exhibits no intact subsurface cultural deposits, and 
no potential for buried hearth features. Based on the absence of surface artifacts and a 
subsurface deposit, the site exhibits no additional research potential. It is, however, listed as a 
contributor to the listed Adobe Falls City Historical Landmark, a significant cultural resource. 
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Figure 6.0-$ 

Excavation Location Mag -Sitce SIDI-19,221 

(Ddeeed ~sr P~ab~e Haeview; Bonnd Separatelgr) 
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~5~ Viear a~f $ite SD%-17,221, ~cimg we~&. 

:i -r~T-'E 

'%t . 

Plate 4.8-2 V~ew oQ Site SDI-17,X2X, ~cing eas9. 
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4.3.2 Site 510~-18,326 

Descl·iytiolz 

Site SDI-18,326 is characterized by a prehistoric bedrock milling feature located on the 

south side of Alvarado Creek within the Lower Village grading envelope. The site was 

identified during the 2007 field survey and consists of a single bedrock milling feature with a 

minimal associated cultural deposit. This site was not listed as a contributing element of the 

adobe Falls City Historical Landmark, perhaps because it is several hundred feet downstream. 
Elevation at this site is 202 feet AMSL. 

The majority of the area surrounding the site has been completely disturbed and impacted 
by numerous construction projects including the construction of Tnterstate 8, the main water line 

from Lake Murray, and a sewage pipeline. Vegetation at the site consists of riparian species and 
palm trees along the creek, and native inland sage scrub on the slopes of the hills north of the 

creek. The areas to the south and west of the site have been impacted and contain only 

il~troduced grasses and shrubs. The general configuration of the resource is shown in Figure 6.0- 

6. The setting of the site is shown in a photograph provided in Plate 6.~4. The project area was 

surveyed, and the site identified on February 22, 2007. Phase lI testing for significance was 
conducted March i, 2007. 

Field Bru,estigations 

The BFSA field investigations at Site SDI-18,324 were conducted using the standard 

methodologies descl·ibed in Section 5.0. Testing of the site consisted of the I·emoval of soils 

fi·om the grinding surfaces, mapping and I·ecordation of the milling featul·e, the excavation of 

nine shovel test pits, and the excavation of a single one-metel·-squal-e test unit in the area of the 

milling featul-e. Excavated soil was screened through one-eighth-inch hal·dware cloth to separate 

artifacts and ecofacts from the soil. Ar-tifacts and ecofacts identified by this method were placed 

in level bags with the appropriate provenience recorded on each bag and retunled to the BFSA 

laboratory for analysis. 

SansBkace Recordation 

The entire surface of the site was inspected fol· artifacts and features, all of which were 

pl·ovenienced using a hand-held Trimble Geo XT Global Positioning System (GPS) unit 

equipped with Tel·I-aSyne software. Vegetation was dense along the cl·eek but was sparse over 

most of the area near the site; subsequently, surface visibility was good acl·oss the majority of the 

area. A single bedrock milling feature was identified as Bedrock Milling Feature (BMF) A at the 

site. The location of the feature is shown in Figure 6.0-6. 

BIWF A contained a total of five grinding surfaces, all slicks. Slicks ranged in length 

from 19 to 2'9 centimeters. The surfaces of the bedrock outcrops were extremely weathered; 
ehel·efol·e, the edges of the gril?djng surfaces were often difficult to identify. The bedrock feature 
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is illustrated in Figure 6.0-9 and shown in a photograph in Plate 6.0-5. Measurements for 
individual grinding surfaces are pl-esentedin Table 6.0-5. 

Table 6.0-5 

Bedrock Milling Fe;ature A Data, Site SD1[-d8,324 
The SD$U 2009 Camnpus Master Plan Revision 

Fe~t~are SurBce ·P Ilhntuians=: Type Dimensions 

A 1 Slick 21.0 x 16.0 x <1.0 cm 
2 Slick 27.0 x 17;0 x <1.0 cm 
3 Slick 17.0 x 12.0 x <1.0 cn? 
4 Slick %2.0 x 15.0 x <1.0 cm 
5 Slick 18.0 x 21.0 x <1.0 cm 

The entire surface of the sire was thoroughly inspected for surface artifacts, and only nine 
sul-face al·eifacls wel·e identified at foul. locations (Table 6.0-4). Mapping of the surface al-tifacts 
al~d the bedrock fealul·e resulted in the delineation of the surface expression of the site, which 
measures appl·oximately 61 metel-s (200 feet) from west to east by 24.4 meters (80 feet) from 
north to south and covers 1,042 square metel·s(11,200 square feet). 

T_ab_le 6.8-~ 

SurBce Collection Data, Site SDJ-18,326 
The SDSU 2009 Calnpus Master Plan Revision 

SuPBce Q"a"titgr/~tT~iglht Artifact catalog 
(9) MIaterial ~F~7IP"e Type lajo. 

I 1 / 1007.0 g. Mano(s) Granite I 
Core 

i 1 / 229.2 g: Quartzite 2 
Tool(s) 

2 1 Core(s) Quartzite 3 
3 IWedium-grained 

1 Flake(s) Metavolcanic 4 
4 1/570.0 Mano(s) Granite 5 
4 4 Fl ake(s) Quartzite 6 
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Subsurface 1Errcavaeion 

The potential for subsurface cultural deposits at Site SD1-18,326 was investigated by 

excavating nine STPs. STPs were positioned in areas containing sufficient soil in close 

proximity to the BMF A, in order to test for the presence of a subsurface expression at the site. 
The locations of the STPs are shown in Figure 6.0-6. All of the STPs were excavated in 

decimeter levels to at least 30 centimeters, unless bedrock was encountered. None of the STPs 

excavated at Site SD1-18,326 wel-e positive for cultural material. The detailed provenience 

information for the STPs is presented in Table 6.~9. 

Table 6.0-9 

Shovel Test Haecovery Data, Site SDI-18,3%6 
TBne SDSU %dB09 Campns W~;Pstcer Blarm Revisisn 

$hovell 
P)epeh Quanti~y/ R~ecovergr~VPat~rial 

Test 

0-10 

10-20 
I No Recovery 

20-30 

30-40 

0-10 

2 10-20 No Recovery 
20-30 

0-10 

3 10-20 No Recovery 
20-30 

0-10 

10-20 
4 No Recovery 

20-30 

30-40 

0-10 

5 10-20 No Recovery 
20-30 

0-10 

10-20 
6 No Recovery 

20-30 

30-40 

0-10 

10-20 
9 No Recovery 

20-30 

30--40 

8 0-10 No Recovery 
- -------- 
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Skovell 

Test Dep&h QU~pp~&i~ ]Wecovery/Msaterial 
10-20 

20-25 

0-10 

9 10-20 No Recovery 
20-30 

To further test for a focused subsurface component, a single one-meter-square test unit 
was excavated in decimeter levels to a total depth of 50 centimeters (Plate 6.Cr-6). A total of 
three lithic production waste (LPW) flakes were recovered from the rest unit. The test unit 
recovery is detailed in Table 6.0-8. 

Table 6.0-~ 

Test Unilt aecovery Data, Site SH)H-18,326 
TBae SDSU 206)9 Campus A~aster Blan Weeissolu 

Dep~B~(e~m) r$Pti~act Catalog Qaan$i~ ~8~art~ria8 Type Type I~ds. 
0-10 No Recove 

i Flake(s) Medium-grained 
]0-20 Metavolcaaic 39 

1 Flake(s) Quartzite 40 

2030 Flake(s) Medium-grained 
Metavolcanic 

30-40 NoRecovely 
40-50 No Recovery 

The shovel tests recover-ed no artifacts and indicate that there al·e no intact subsurface 
deposits at the site. This was verified by the sparse recovery fi·om the test unit excavation. 

Surrzmar3~ 

Site SDI-1X,326 measures approximately 61 mete:s (200 feet) from west to east by 24.4 
meters (80 feet) from north to south and covers 1,042 square meters (11,200 square feet). The 
Investigation of the site exhausted the research potential through the thorough recordation of 
surface features and analysis of the subsurlFace component. The site is interpreted as a limited 
use area. The single bedl-ock n7illing featul-e present at the site indicates that site actlvltres were 
focused on food processing. A late pl·ehistol·ic utilizatiou is suggested; however· no distinct 
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diagnostic artifacts were recovered. The presence of battered quartzite is notable in association 

with milling as it was commonly used to sharpen (peck) milling surfaces (Kyle and Gallegos 
1993). Site SDI-18,326 exhibits a very limited subsurface cultural deposit. The site exhibits no 
unique elements, little variability in milling surfaces and artifacts, and no additional research 
potenti al . 
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Figure 6.0-~ 

lEPreavation kscation Map - Site SDI-18,3%6 

(Dele$eeB for Public Review; Bollllnd Separately) 
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6.3.3 Site SDI-18,327 

Description 

Site SDI-18,327 is characterized as a prehistoric bedrock milling feature located on the 

south side of Alvarado Creek in the northern portion of the Adobe Falls/North campus pal·cel, 

within the grading envelope of the futul·e Lower Village. The site was identified during the 2007 

Phase 1 field survey and consists of a single 1BMF and very limited subsurface recovery. 
Elevation at this site is %09 feet AMSL. 

The majority of the area surrounding the site has been completely disturbed and impacted 

by numerous construction projects including the construction of Interstate 8, the main water line 

from Lake Murray, and a sewage pipeline. Vegetation at the site consists of ripa~-ian species and 

palm trees along the creek, and native inland sage scrub on the slopes of the hills north of the 
creek. The areas to the south and west of the site have been impacted and contain only 

introduced grasses and shl·ubs. The general configuration of the resource is shown in Figure 6.0- 

9. The setting of the site is shown in a photograph provided in Plate 6.0-7. The project area was 

surveyed and the site identified on February 22, 2007, and Phase 1I testing was conducted March 
1, 2007. 

Field Irzvestigatiorzs 

The BFSA field investigations at Site SD1[-18,329 were conducted \Ising the standard 

methodologies described in Section 5.0. Testing of the site consisted of the removal of soils 

fi-om the grinding surfaces, mapping and I·ecordation of the milling feature, the excavation of 

nine shovel test pits, and the excavation of a single one metel· square test unit in the area of the 

milling feature. Excavated soil was scl-eened through one-eighth-inch ]lardware cloth to separate 
artifacts and ecofacts fi·om the soil. Artifacts and ecofacts identified by this method were placed 

in level bags with the appropriate provenience recorded on each bag and returned to the BFSA 

labol·atory~ for analysis. 

Snffface Recordation 

The entil-e surface of the site was inspected for artifacts and features, all of which were 

provenienced from one datum established at the site. The datum was established at a high point 
from which the feature and excavations could be measured. The datum was located using a 

hand-held TI·imble Geo XT Global Positioning System (GPS) unit equipped with TerraSync 

software. Vegetation was dense along the creek but was sparse over most of the area near the 

site; subsequently, surface visibility was good acl·oss the majority of the area. A single BMF was 

identified as BMF A at the site. The location of the feature is shown in Figure 6.0-9. 

]BMF A contained a total of nine grinding surfaces, all slicks. Slicks ranged in length 

fi·om 16 to 26 centimeters. The surfaces of the bedrock outcrops wel·e extremely weathered; 

the!-efole, the edges of the grinding surfaces vvel·e often difficult to identify. BMF A is illustrated 
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in Figure 6.0-10 and shown in a photograph in Plate 6.0-8. Measurements for individual 
grinding surfaces are presented in Table 6.0-9. 

The entire surface of the site was thoroughly inspected fol- surface artifacts; no artifacts 
were identified. As no surface al-tifacts were located, the mapping of the bedrock feature 
resulted in the delineation of the surface expression of the site, which measures approximately 
19.8 meters (65 feet) from west to east by 19.8 metel-s (65 feet) fron7 north to south and covers 
294 square meters (3,168.75 square feet). 

Talble 6.(b-8 

Bedsock ~Milling Featuse A Data, Site S1DI-18,32'9 
The SDSU 2809 Gaanpus aaaster Plan Pievisiora 

TY1Iae I)im~nsisns Featarse Snrface 

A 1 Slick 26.0 x 15.0 x <1.0 cm 
2 Slick 20.0 x 9.0 x <1.0 cm 
3 Slick 24.0 x 14.0 x <1.0 cm 
·a Slicj( 23.0 x 10.0 x ~1.0 cm 
5 Slick 20.0 x 13.0 x <1.0 cm 
6 Slick 16.0 x 12.0 x <1.0 cm 
'9 Slick 22.0 x 17.0 x <1.0 cm 
8 Slick 21.0 x 13.0 x <1.0 cm 
9 Slick 18.0 x 10.0 x <1.0 cm 

Snbsnrf~Pce Excava&iolra 

The potential for subsurface cultural deposits at Site SDI-1X,32'7 was investigated by 
excavating nine shovel test pits (STl"s) and one standard one-meter square test unit. Shovel test 
pits were positioned in areas containing sufficient soil in close proximity to the bed~·ock milling 
feature, in ol-der to test for the presence of a subsurface expression at the site. The locations of 
the STPs are shown in Figure 6.0-9. All of the shovel tests were excavated in decimetel- levels 
to at least 30 centimeters, unless bedrock was encountered. None of the STPs wel·e positive for 
cultural material. The detailed provenience information for the STPs is presented in Table 6.0- 
10. 
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Table 6.0-10 

Shovel Test Recovergr Data, Site SD1[-18,32'9 
The SDSU 2807 Caanpus h~aster Plan Revision 

Shovel Depth Artifact ~EMaterial 
Quantity 

Test (cm) Type T 
0-10 

1 10-20 No Recovery 
20-30 

0-10 

2 10-20 No Recovery 
20-30 

0-10 

3 10-20 No Recovery 
20-30 

In addition to the STPs, a single test unit was excavated to verify the lack of a subsurface 

component (Plate 6.0-9). The test unit was excavated in decimeter levels to a total depth of 50 
centimeters. Only a very small cluantity of artifacts was recovered fi-om the test unit excavation. 

The detailed provenience information for the test unit excavation is provided in Table g.0-] I. 

The result of the subsurface investigations was that no subsurface component was identified in 
association with BMF A. 

Table 6.8-86 

Test BTni$ Recovery Data, Site SBDI-18,329 
The SDSU 2807 63lampus: ~a~as%er Plan Revision 

Depth Qnanaei~y/ B%Teigha Ca~alog 
IPm~ei~act Type ~ateriall Type 

(cHaa) (g) IPas. 

0-10 No Recovery 

10-20 Mediumgrained Flake(s) 11 
1 Metavolcanic 

Utilized 
20-30 Quartzite 12 

1/14.7 Flake(s) 

30-40 No Recovery 
40-50 No Recovery 

6.0-2X 



The SDSU 2007 Ca,,~pus Masre,· Plan Revision 

Sunznzauy 

The overall site, as identified by the bedrock feature, measures approximately 9.'7 meters 
(32 feet) from west to east by 9.2 meters (30 feet) from north to south and covers 66.9 square 
meters (716.82 square feet). The investigation of Site SDI-18,329 revealed no surface artifacts 

and no cultural deposit located at the site. The single bedrock milling feature present at the site 
indicates that site activities were~focused on floral food processing. The site is interpreted as a 
limited use area. A late prehistoric utilization is suggested; however no distinct diagnostic 
artifacts were recovered. Site SDI-18,329 exhibits no intact subsurface cultul·al deposits, and no 
potential for buried hearth features. The site exhibits no unique elements, limited variability in 
al-tifacts and milling surfaces, and retains no additional research potential. 
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Fi9~mse 6.8-9 
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4.4 His&coric Stlplblctuse Anallys;is 

an historic structure analysis was conducted of the Magra and Olmeca Residence Halls 
and the Student and Residenrial Life Administrarion facilities following their identification as 
historic structures during the cultural resource sul·vey. 

6.$.1 Maya alzd Oblzeca Residerzce ~lalls 

The WIaya al~d Olmeca Residence Halls, while two sepal-ate buildings, are the same 
design in mjll-ol· image of the othel· (Plates 6.0-10 and -I]). They are separated by a large lawn 
and covered walkway that connects the two (Plate 6.0-12). a spores field on the south side of 
the compound includes a swimming pool. 

1Waya and Olmeca Residence Halls are approximately 48 years old. The architect is 
listed as the Office of the State A1·chitect, and no builder is listed in the recol-ds supplied by 
SDSU staff. The brick exterior finish is the antithesis of austel-ity, I-eflecting a tl-end in university 
archjlesture that is characterized by sleek and arlgular forms, lacking in adornment. The physical 
organization of the structures is meant to maximize the utility of the residential filnction by 
organizing the an-angement of necessary elements within the limited floor plan. 

ay 
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6.$.2 Studelzt alzd Residential Life Adnzinistratiorz r;acilities 

The Student and Residential P.ife Admjnistraeion facilities, adjacent to the southwest 

comet of avfaya Residence Hall, consist of two one-story residences of historic age that are now 

attached to one another and expanded to include a small garage structure of indeterminate age. 

Both the R-ont and rear of the.facility have been enclosed by a fence/wall to provide private 

outside space. 

The northern-most srructul·e is a National Folk style building with a low pitched roof that 

may date to the 19sl-0s. It was originally used as a I·esidence but apparently has been moved onto 

the site, renovated, and expanded. It is presently attached to the other structure, a 1950s style 

building that wasoriginally used as a residence and Home Economics training facility (Patricia 

M. Francisco, personal communication 2(909) (Plates 4.~13 and -14). The very low pitched 

I·oof and the large central bean7 that suypol·ts the I·aftel·s (presently only visible frolra the intel·ior) 

are, hallmarks of the 1950s modern style. The building is characterized by an assortment of 

windows, only some of which are meant to open. The original aiding and windows have been 

replaced, so there is no indication of their original forms. The building is attached to a small 

garage sta-ucture to which a false fi~ont in the mission style was recently added for the purpose of 

providing a place to mount an awning at the, facility entrance. 

ilil~r ..-~I 

B~a~ G.BB-~ Seodene saad R~esidentiai ILifg Adnninais$rai~ioIP ~cilie~, Ilookiw~ nnaba·$lseas% 
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7.0 I~PACT ~F~T~EYS]ES 

The cultural resources study of the proposed SDSU Master Plan Ihevisiol7 focused on the 

six pl·oject elements listed in Table 7.0-1. The analysis revealed that the Alvarado Campus, 

Alvarado Hotel, Campus Conference Center, and Student Union elements ofthe project will not 

I·epresent a source of impacts, either direct or indil-ect, to cultural resources. The Student 

Housing component will impact structures that meet the general age threshold to be considered 
historic; however, no structures were recol·ded as historic resources because of the lack of 

integrity or architectural importance. The Adobe Falls component will directly impact two 

prehistoric sites, SDI-18,32g and SDI-18,327, by grading for the proposed development. These 

direct impacts will not be significant as the prehistoric sites were evaluated as not important and 

lack any further reseal·ch potential. Furthermore, neither of those prehistoric sites meets the 

criteria for Natiol~al Register eligibility. The Adobe Falls component may also represent a 

soul·ce of indirect impacts to SD1-17,221 and the Adobe Falls Landmar]t by facilitating the 

increased visitation to the falls by the new residents. A more detailed impact analysis is 

provided below. 

Table S.BB-B 

Inra]pact analysis 

Thst SDSU %00'9 Campus ~a;9~$er Plan Revisions 

Dev~lspment ppo~ected Indire@t ~n~Hp~nc~ts to PPojectedl H)iffect Pmpmcts tad 
Com nats Cilalt~aral WescPaalpces CnBtural R~escoaaa·ces 

Adobe Falls Faculty/ Adobe Falls Landmark, including No Impacts 

Staff Housing: Site SD1-19,221 

Upper Village 

Lower Village No Impacts Site CA-SDJ-18,326 
Sire @A-SDI-18,327 

Alvarado Campus No Impacts No Impacts 

Alvarado Hotel No Impacts No Impacts 
Campus Conference No Impacts No Impacts 
Center 

Student Housing No Impacts Student and Residential Life 
administration 

Student Union No Impacts No Im cts 
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Adobe Falls FacultvlStaffHousinn: U~~er Villane 

The Adobe Falls Faculty/Staff Housing area has been previously impacted by 
construction of two water pipelines from Lake Murray, a sewer pipeline, construction of Old 
Highway 80, the refinement of Old Highway 80 into the Alvarado Freeway, and subsequent 
construction of IntersQate Highway 8. No direct impacts would affect the Ad~obe Falls Landmark 
and the contributing archaeological site SDI-17,221 because this area is located outside of the 

proposed area of development on property owned by the California Department of 
Transportation and is within a planned biological open space easement. However, there would 
be indirect impacts resulting from the construction of the Upper and Lower Villages in this 
project component and increased site visitation by new residents. Since Adobe Falls is a 
significant cultural landmark under both City and CEQA criteria, any impacts to the site or the 
contributing features that would cause a substantial adverse changein significance may 
constitute a significant effect on the environment and require mitigation. 

Site SD1-17,221 exhibits no intact subsurface cultural deposits, and no potential for 
buried hearth features. The site exhibits no unique elements and no additional research potential. 
Based on the informatidn derived from the testing program, Site SDI-19,221 by itself is 
considered not significant according to cl·iteria listed in CEQA, Section 15064.5. However, 
because this site is listed as a contributor to the Adobe Falls City Histol-ical Landmark, the 
milling siteis consjdel-ed a significant cultural resoul·ce. The local landmark status is the basis 
for significance of the ]andmalk under CEBr$. Because of the association between the landmal·k 

and the milling station, the bedrock milling feature must be afforded the same protection as 
Adobe Falls. This feature is located in a portion of the Adobe Falls development that will be 
preserved by open space easement. 

A_dobe Falls FacultvlS~affHousilzn: LoM,er Villane 
Site SDI-]8,31Eg exhibits no intact subsurface cultural deposits and no potential for buried 

hearth features. The site exhibits no unique elements and no additional research potential. For 
that reason, Site SDI-18,326 is considered not significant according to criteria listed in the 
National Registel-, CEBA Section 15064.5, and City of San Diego Historical Resources 
Guidelines. This site will be directly affected by grading and development of the project; 
however, the impacts will not be significant because the site was evaluated as not important. 

Site SDI-18,327 exhibits no intact subsurface cultural deposits and no potential for bul·ied 
hearth.features. The site exhibits no unique elements and no additional research potential. For 
this reason, Site SDI-18,327 is not considered significant accel-ding to criteria listed in the 
National Regiseel·, CEQA, Section 15064.5, and City of San TSiego Histol.ical Resources 
Guidelines. This site will be directly affected by grading and development of the project; 
however, the impacts will not be significant because the site was evaluated as not important. 
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Alvarado CanzBus 

The Alvarado Campus development will not impact any known structul-es or features. 

None of the existing buildings meet the age threshold to be considered historic under National 

Registel-, CEBA, or city of San Diego guidelines, nol- do they have any architectural or historical 

significance. As such, the impact to the structure resulting from the addition will not be adverse. 

Nevertheless, the proposed project will impact Buaternary sediments associated with Alvarado 

Creek that may contain archaeological resources. Because of the setting, beside Alvarado Creek 

and above Adobe Falls, there is a chance for the presence of buried archaeological resources in 

areas that will be impacted below the area disturbed for the present structures. 

Alvarado Hotel 

The Alvarado Hotel component will be constructed in a parking lot that was previously 
graded. This element will not represent a source of any dil·ect or indirect impacts to cultural 

resources. Nevertheless, the proposed project will impact Quaternary sediments associated with 

Alvarado Creek that may contain archaeological deposits. Because of the setting adjacent to 

Alvarado Creek and above Adobe Falls, the potential exists for the presence of buried 

archaeological resources in areas tht have not been pl-eviously disturbed by grading. 

Studerzt ~lousinn 

The I-esidence halls planned for Lots C, G, and U will not impact any known structures or 

features. No structures are present that al·e considered historic under National Register, CEQB, 

or City of San Diego guidelines, nor are tl~ere any structures that have any archieectul·al or 

historical significance. Nevertheless, Lot G at this location is near enough to a primary tributary 

of Alvarado creek that the possibility exists for buried archaeological resources. Lot C is 

located adjacent to Alvarado Creek and Lot U is at the head of a side canyon that leads to 

Alvarado Canyon. There are Quaternary sediments in the drainage that may be masking 

archaeological resources. Impacts from grading or excavations could possibly cause an adverse 

effect to the significance of such resources. 

Demolition of the Maya and Olmeca Residence Halls and the two structures that house 

the Student and Residential Life Administration will not impact any structures that have any 

architectural or historical significance. The Maya and Olmeca Residence Halls were found to be 

not significant under National Register, CEQA, or City of San Diego guidelines because they do 

not possess innovative architectural characteristics or unusual use of materials. The lack of 

historic events ol· other historic connections precludes a finding of histol·ic significance. 

The two residential strictures that make up part of the Student and Residential Life 

Administration were also analyzed and found to not have architectural or historical significance 

under National Register, CEQA, or City of San Diego guidelines because of possible relocation, 

massive alterations, and concomitant loss of integl·ity. Wloreovel·: the lack of any historic 

association was important in the fir~ding of no historic significance ~on· these two buildings. 
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Impacts resulting from the rernoval of any of these buildings would not represent a significant 
effect on the environment. 

Student Union 

The Student Union expansion will not impact any known hi.stol.ic stl.uctures ol- 
archaeological I·esources. The Aztec Center does not reach the age threshold to be considered 
historic under National Register, CEQA, or City of San Diego guidelines because it and the 
associated La Tienda building had been constructed in 1966. Neither building has any 
architectural or historical significance. Included in the impacts to the aztec Center would be the 
demolition of the La Tienda structure. Both the Aztec Centel· and La Tienda had been remodeled 
in the late 1990s with a resultant decrease in original integrity. Because these structures are not 
significant histol.ic resources, the impact to the structures resulting from the planned 
reconstruction will not constitute a significant effect on the environment. 

Cam~us Conference Center 

This project component would consist of a new 70,000 GSF, three-story building on 
approximately one-half acre located east of Cox Arena to be used for meeting/conference space, 
office space, food services, and retail services. One story will be subterranean and two will be 
above-ground. Because this building is planned ful- a site presently occupied by tennis courts 
and no other structures, and because no archaeological I-esources are indicated at this location 
based on landfunm and land use history, no impacts to cultural resources are anticipated. 

Sunzmarv 

Anticipated effects of the six components comprising the SDSU M[aster Plan Wevision 
will not repl·esent dil·ect impacts to any significant cultural resources. Access roads into and out 
of the Adobe Falls facilities have been identified as existing streets with shol-t connectors to the 
SDSU facilities, primary and secondary impact areas as well as staging areas have been 
identified as located within the areas to be impacted as shown on the PI·oject Development Map 
(REU''e 2.0-3) so that an accurate APE could be identified. As a lesulr of the impact analysis, 
two non-significant prehistoric sites and the modified historic residences will be impacted 
directly. These direct impacts will not constitute a significant effect on the environment because 
the resoul-ces are not significant. 

None of the components of the SDSU Master Plan Revision wel·e found to have any 
direct adverse effect to significant cultul-al resources. Because of anticipated excavations for 
footings for necessary retaining walls for slope retention, soil stockpile areas, as well as grading 
and excavations for building footings and underground utilities, buried cultural resources may be 
encountered and potentially impacted. These impacts are anticipated in the Adobe Falls 
Faculty/Staff Housing, Alvarado Campus, Alvarado Hotel, and a portion of the Student Housing 
areas. The Adobe FBlls Landmark is in a position to sustain indirect impacts as .a I·eszalt of 
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increased population and concomitant increased visitation. The site is presently being degraded 
by graffiti and trash disposal associated with visitation which detracts from the site's historic 

significance and natural beauty. This effect will likely be increased by the location of housing 
units near the falls. 

9.1 Culmanlative Hmpac&s 

Impacts to cultural resoul-ces located within the six project components include visual and 

physical changes. The identified resources fall into two basic categories: prehistoric and historic. 
The prehistoric resources within a mile of the project include three bedl-ock milling features 
identified, tested, and recorded as part of the present project and two isolates identified in the 

record search for this project. None of those·resources can be considered individually significant 
under National Register, CEQA, or local criteria. Collectively those resources would not 

represent enough research potential, due to lack of variability, to be considered significant undel- 
federal, state, or local criteria. The two prehistoric isolates could not be relocated and are 

presumed lost or previously collected. Two of the bedrock milling features will likely be lost as 

a result of the proposed project. Since none of the prehistoric al·chaeological resources could be 
consider-ed significant, individually or collectively, theil- loss would not constitute a cumulative 

adverse effect 017 their significance. Therefore, no cumulative impact to the environment would 

result fi·om the loss of the two bedrock milling f~atul·es. 

The historic I·esources identified ila the record search include 68 listings within one mile 

of the project, but only four were identified within the project boundaries. Individually and 

collectively, those four resources represent significant pl·operties under federal, state, or local 

criteria because each is registered as a landmark. No dil-ect adverse effects are anticipated to 

I-esult to any of the foul landmarks on campus and only the potential for indirect adverse effects 

ale anticipated at the Adobe Falls landmal·]c. Of the four historic properties on the campus, only 

the Adobe Falls landmark is partially withil~ the SDSU Adobe Falls Campus. The majority of 

the Adobe Falls landmark is located on CALTRANS property. The potential for adverse indirect 

effects to the Adobe Falls landmark, when added to previous adverse impacts to that resource, 

would not constitute a significant adverse effect if the I-ecommeladed mitigation is employed. 
Therefol·e, no additional cumulative impact to the environment would result from the proposed 

development associated with the master plan. 

There wel-e foul structures not previously registered or evaluated fol· historic or 

architectural significance that would be directly impacted by the proposed development of new 
student housing. Two of these were the existing resident halls identified as Maya and Olmeca. 

These two buildings al·e not old enough to be considered historic under any but the City of San 

Diego guidelines. These buildings wel·e found to be not historicalla, or architecturally 
significant, and their loss would not adversely affect that sigl~jficance. The two structures that 

make up pal-t of t)a_e Student and Wesidiential Life Adminiseratron facilities were of sufficient age 

to be consi6$el·ed historic under federal: state, ar!Q1 local guidelines. Those two sll-e~:tur.es wel.e 
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likely relocated to their present sire and have been altered both inside and out to accommodate 
their present use. They could not be associated with a builder, architect, or historic event ol· 
person. For those reasons, the two buildings that are part of the Student and Residential Life 
Administration facility would not suffer an adva·se impact to their significance as a result of 
removal. Because none of these foul structures were found to be significant under federal, state, 
or local criteria, the cumulative effect of their loss would not result in an adverse effect on the 
environment. 
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8.8 ~ANAGEIMEN~L~ C~NSIDIERATIONS 

In general, the SDSU Master Plan Revision will have minimal affect upon cultural 

resources. Impacts to cultural resources within project will not be significant, because no 

significant cultural resources would pe directly impacted. The Student Union, Alvarado Hotel, 

and Alvarado Campus components of the Master Plan will not affect ally known r-esoulces. The 

Student Housing componer~t will affect historic period structures, although none of the historic 

structures were identified as significant. The Adobe Falls component will directly affect two 

non-significant prehistoric sites (SDI-18,326 and SDI-18,32'9) and potentially have an indirect 

impact on the Adobe Falls Landmark and the contributing bedrock milling site SDI-17,221. The 

impact of increased visitation to the historically significant Adobe Falls Landmark identified in 

Section 7.0 can be mitigated by restoration and maintenance of the site. Potential impacts to 
unrecorded archaeological deposits resulting from grading and excavations at the Adobe Falls, 

Alvarado Hotel, Alvarado Campus, and Student Housing at Lot G components can be mitigated 

by the adoption of a Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program (MMRP) as a condition of 

the Master Plan. The mitigation program is discussed in Section 8. 1. 

8.1 EB/l~i&igation W/Heasnp·es 

The natur·e and extent of twentieth century development in the College a~eighbolhood 

precludes an accul-ate assessment of archaeological resoul·ces representing prehistoric or even 

eal·ly historic times. This factol· is exacerbated by the lack of intensive study of the area by 

archaeological researchers prior to that development. Because of the proximity to known natul-al 

resources such as the fresh water supply of Alvarado Creek and focused prehistoric human 

occupation in the vicinity such as the Native American village of Niyagu~ (Engelhardt 1920; 

IViyawai Kroeber 1925), it is possible that cultural resoul·ces have beel~ destroyed or masked by 

impacts from modern development in the College neighborhood. The area adjacel~t to Alvarado 

Creek has documel~ted evidence of prehistoric human use. Mrhile this stream has been altel·ed by 

previous impacts, the potential for buried or masked archaeological featul·es ol- deposits must be 

discussed and any mitigation plan should include a monitor-ing option to prevent the loss of any 
buried resources. 

Mitigation measures for identified indirect impacts to the Adobe Falls Landmark and to 

the contl·ibuting Site SDI-17,221 include designing the project to avoid impacts to the landmark, 

incorporating the landmark in an open space easement, and improve the landmal·k condition. 

The proposed measures to mitigate indirect impacts are provided below. 

1) Project design: Pnny development of the Adobe Falls parcel will likely result in indirect 

impacts to this feature, based upon the close proximity of students to the waterfalls. It is 

not realistic to assume that redesign of the project would m·educe the potential fol· indil·ect 

impacts, however, incorporating fencing and sjgnage to limit access could provide a 
means to minimize the pedestrian I1·af~ic aa-ound the falls. 
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2) Placing the Landmark in am Open Space Easement: the landmark will be included within 

the biological open space easement that is designed to protect the liparian environment in 
which the landmark is located. This option does not mitigate existing or future impacts to 
the landmark from pedestrian visitation. By placing the feature in a pl·otective 
archaeological easement, the feature would be recognized for its importance and 
hopefully avoided. 

3) Repair and maintain the landmark: As part of the development of the Adobe Falls parcel, 
plans should be included to pet-form work specifically targeted towards the clean up of 
yeal·s of trash and debris accumulation, revel-sal of the gradual degradation of the feature 
through the removal of paint b;f other modern elements that detract from the natural 
condition of the feature. 

The preferred mitigation for identified indirect and cumulative impacts to the Adobe Falls 
Landmark and to the contributing Site SD1-17,221 is to repair and maintain the landmark. This 
option is preferred because it is proactive and will result not only an improvement to the existing 
condition of the landmark but will also mitigate indirect impacts. Access and signage should 
also be provided to create an awareness of the historic irnpol·tance of this resource for visitors. 

No mitigation measures are proposed for histol-ic period structures, because no historic 

structures wel-e evaluated as significant. Archaeological monitoring is recommended as 
mitigation for potential impacts to possible buried archaeological deposits in drainages for the 
Lots C, G, and U pol-tion of student housing, the Upper and Lower Village development in the 
Adobe Falls Faculty/Staff Housing development, die Alvarado Campus, and the Alvarado Hotel. 
With the archaeological monitoring requirement in place, potential impacts to buried I-esources 
will be I-educed to a level below significant and would effectively mitigate any impacts to buried 
cultural resources, if present. The archaeological monitor should have the authority to halt ol- 
redirect grading or excavation in the immediate vicinity of any discovered cultural resources 
until such time as those resoul-ces carl be evaluated for significance undel· federal, state, and local 

criteria. No archaeological monitoring is I-ecommended for the Student Union ot- Conference 

Center locations or for the two new residence halls on the site of Maya and Olmeca Hall. 
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Table 8.0-1 

Cultural Resoaarces Ilmpacct arad I~i&iga~ion Sanmlmargr Table 
The SP)SU 2007 Campus ~aseer I$lan R~evision 

Development Significance ]Pstentiral Miitigatisn 
Rescsnrces Pres~a~t 

Comgoltneuts - ]EvalnaltioPa IHnpacts Reg]luiffcearaenes 

1. Adobe Falls I. Significant 1. Indirect I. Open Space & 
Landmark including Monitoring" 

Adobe Falls SDI-17,221 

Faculty/ 2. SDI-18,326 2. Not significant 2. Direct 2. Monitoring" 
Staff Housing 3. SDI-18,327 3. Not significant 3. Direct 3. Monitoring" 

4. Possible buried 4. unknown 4. unknown L6. Monitoring" 
resources 

Possible buried 
Alvarado Campus Unknown Unknown Monitoring" 

resources 

Possible buried 
Alvarado Hotel Unknown Unknown Monitoring" 

resources 

Student Housing 

Possible buried 
Lot C Unknown Unknown Moni tori n g" 

resources 

Possible buried 
Lot U Unknown Unknown 1Wonitol·ing~~ 

I-esources 

Possible buried 
Lot G Unknown Unknown Monitoring" 

resources 

Maya Prlall Historic structure Not significant Direct None 
------ 

OlrnecaHall Historic structure Not significant P)il-ect None 

1Res. Life Building Historicstructures Not significant Direct None 

Student Union None Not significant None None 
Conference 

None Not significant None None 
Center 

" Molzitoring fol- pote,ztial nrclzaeological deposits M~ill be required as a condttiolz of the Initigation Nzonitorins 
~rogranz. 
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9.8 PEH$SONNE% 

Larry J. Pierson prepared the archaeol ogical/hi stori cal study of the SDSU 2007 Master 

Plan Revision under the direction of Brian F. Smith. Mr. Pierson conducted the impact site 
evaluations, historic research, field survey of historic sites, and drafted this report. Field 
Archaeologists under the supervision of Mh·. Snlith conducted the archaeological surveys and 
resting of prehistoric resources. BFSA staff that participated in the project included James 
Clifford, Charles Callahan, Ryan Robinson, Brad @omeau, Justin Houghton, and Shaun Murphy. 
Report editors for this project included Melanie Lytle, Nora Collins, Dylan Amerine, and Mr, 
Smith. Clil~t Callahan prepared the graphics. 
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%d).0 CERTI[FPCATION 

The information provided in this document is correct, to the best of my knowledge, and 
has been compiled in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act Section 106, 
Califonlia Environmental Quality Act (CEBA) criteria as defined in Section 1506Le.5, and City 
of San Diego Histor~pEal Resources Guidelines. 

~Jay 24, 2007 

Dale 

Principal Investigator 
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Adobe Falls sa A hipd~de~ pa /J rEa /q77 ~1-3 

Ov~r fhe Isf, do Wn the stairs and tlaroogh the trinl I! you go too remote purklng 
?HE COUNCIL h"S Yoled ID "~IORSES USED lo wnler, lot at S"" DieRD Stale Unlver. spend $61,000 to 

acquire whnl Lhfl-e~on the way La Julian," :sity, walk clo~~n some s~sirs and was described as die 
"tafl Milliken odded. He said it is f go through n large tunnel under 

water" area by Msson Milliken assumed Ihe Injls are spring led :Inlcrslate s~ ycu ~·ill Ilnd some or the County Park end 
becsu~e there is water tl,ere j virtually hidden waterfalls and Recreation Department. 

j 
ponds. year-around. 

The area, hdobe Falls, Is resourre-based 
I ~C~hR;l~egddnO bD;cpOme 8 pnrk site. FRrr... Mlillhes snid, ··lh. Tile clly.n grnrrnl plill(. 

go City Council reso~trce being Adobe Falls." Bdop(ed In 1972, showed Lhe site has nulbori~ed the city nltor-ney as a park. 
'O ncquirc n portion of the site ZIe said there are five or six P'ough condemnalfon 

wsterlells about six feet high The NnvaJo plnr, a Isn sliowed loceedings. and several ponds joining them. 
the area as a park, and 

'cqucsted that it be designaied 
Iias such ns 

SDDn as pnssible, 
Milliken said. 

TIIE ADORE Falls site is 
between Ur~·ing Road end 
College .4~enue and between! 
]nterstete g und Del Cerro. 

if Millikcn saitl~ocquisition of 
,.~"lai) ~9·ater" sitc~rould provide 

reasonable public pcces%" to 



$UT gqestders Write-----~-----1~.-- 
~ily. II ~vuuld seem Onil. lair lo Ilave -r 'ZLTnJ~~ 7 ? ~ , Q _/e) 

to be re-arranged at the site In rirder 
Falls Malural Park as approved.ln borll sides listeoed to in the r~sull of t~ build a road 

malnlcn;ancf build- Lfle Navado Community Plan. This Is an Impa~se. and have an nelltral Ing and the nal concre~e 
sul-lace thal the only natural n'at~lall In the drl· 

; arbitrator help make the decbion. 
i' I am a Itreman, and a member of .' ' H'OUld SUPPOrl the 200.WOsquare toot or San Dlego~ rile surroundLlg [jeld of chrcme mirrors, the size of rocks, Black Pdounla~n volcanics are tile negotlaling 128113 j0r DIlT Ilre- lour loolball Ilelds. A 

m"JD' t~ding Ihe oldest rocks exposed at surlace men's assodalfon, and the tsurd projerl SUCh 
as this would be a · ]nlhe county. strj.4e leapes a bad Lasle In mJ' disaster (or Ole nearby 

ndobe Fa115. Fn.eods or Adobe FaVs please mouth. But to out all Do~er in the Adobe Falls could not sirvi 
ve anolh- Hrlte to your councilman, Nal·aju hnnds of a dlJ. isll'l righl. Ihile Io er attack. The pools below 
tile falls Comrnonitg Planners and to Trevor 

inyI 
strJkes.your con~essman and senator. 'I'cU are still clogged wjlh boulders from Colbourn, tile SDSU's acting presl- hlnt you~re in I;iror or arhllrallon Y/hen Illtr?rslale B ~vas poi In. 

derll and let them know ct your ' Since that time Adobe Falls has objectforls to this project. IEFFREY CAHLE been designated an lisloric 
Site by PATRIC~A E~ TEBZE Escondldo Lh, San nlego 1Jlstorle Sites Board Adobe Foils and ),as a rlshl to be pro~ccied. IMrs. : San Dlego 

I Mary Mfmfn Ward and I did the liked the headline "ColJectnr 
research necessary for 11 to be so 

(IYov. 20) about the proposed sdar 
desfgnaled. We found Ihal its most 

Plan Faces Obstacles" on the article 
i I,lslorlcally slgnll~canl features were ene~y collector for Sail Dlegir SLale 

that It was used as a prlmlllve water j 
De) Cerro. Hopelull9~ the plan laces kflchen gardens bet~een 1995 and\ 

Unlvers~ly, planned IDr the area 
source by the Dlegucn~ Indians. Also ; Rhlrld the homes on nmo Drive In 
as a source of water lor the Mission 

j 
fnsurmounlabie obstacl~ts, h'ol Ihe 1816. In 1818 the Padre Dam and least of H'hlch Is the problem or 

aquaduct system was completed. logress and egress from Ihe area, SDSU 
"Odd put the solar energy . bolll H~odd ~e Iron, College A~nue c~i~UEclO'S atop Its new parking ga- I 

betx~Pen Del C'erro Boulevard and 
""'P to lolerslate e 

boiler Ilouse. 771ere Is no reason that 
'age and on other buildll,gs Dear Ille 

j Hle51, creating a ITallic hazard 
11':s profecl should be allowed to I there. 

prevent the people of San Dlego and i Tnns olearlh and rork ~Pould h~ve SI)SU sludenlr Il-oln 

'"loylng Adot~e i 



Freewey Sican Recalrs 
L1~ LA~ r, / /6j~~D 

'8dakae Falls Iv26·lnQlies 
n new sign on Alvaredn Frec·lundcrnPa(h dirt and booldrrs 

way polnl~ east and slales:llrpilled from Ille construction of 
"Adot·e Falls." Ireeway. 

To most San DIPbans the sign In the old days. as long-time 
Is ]JL.e to say, )-'oung San 

Is a surl,rlsrt:l the)' even bother DleRo found In Adohe Falls Ille 
to read it. lor.:e~ kno~~ of a irleal "happyh,,nllllg pround."~ol 

~"lalls'" so PlO.r.E to settled areas it was an rltlven(~lre. 

Dut to "old timers" n·ho grew up I(i~ls. \r.il~l a\~cm[gl~t t,aeks on~ 
In Satl Dfego Il,e sign stirs mem- Il~cir I,ar2ts, hll;r~l a\·er ii,e hllls,i 
orics of ho~hood ~orac)ers. land then ~'onrlcT of wonders,: 

Arlobe Falls was the m~cca oljw,llted en(l c~'Hwled I)lrollgh; 
San Djego ~o~lngslew in t)ne dn ,5 1, chalk cllIls. known as. 
before State College was erected ol,ng's Caves, now rlosed by dyl 
on its present site. and only a mite blasts. 
~rlC·LISp? :~;ldt`:ne5s lay bel,vern 

ANGER RECALLED 
ttle enci oL the old ;:3 7 street car through line and the ao~-n of La Alrra. The caves u'ere cut 

of the hnls on the route to 

BCGESS CUT r)l'TP Ithe falls. 
Adobe Falls lies ill 4 Ilarrow, Adobe Ftll!s was the lavorltel 

rodrv gorge behind SlaliCollr·gc, plng spot for Boy Scouts and 
hut access from that direction other less formal bands cl kids.' 
has been cut off by ronslruc- slept on leal·pacl~cd beds on· 
tlon of Al~~aral~o Freeway State Idcrs Jl,d listctned, under the 
College st~lrfenls made a plc" ars. to the soil sound of Ilo\F' 
grounds ol,t of the falls area. un· g ~~,(,,, 
1I1 the hlghrva). was b~lill. in tile da~, clothes were donned 

Rut It Is to the old timers that Ig to escape the sun or at the 
'Adabe Falls belongs. rnlnn cry 01 B ]DOJtOUt. And 
'Tl,e I;an-~w "S" canyon hrlown here was an element ol danger. 

as Adobe Falls sgitls into a smalilloo. Ral(lesnokes. Few were seen, 
valley w'nlch in turn Ilows into t g,, siever kilew. Indians 
Mission Vallr). at the loot of tile lonK slnre gorle, so there 
n)vnrado Freeway. Ihed to be ~o~nE u_n:zeen~ ~nfmy. J 

Seepage water Ir~m the b~ur-l---- 
ray resel.volr basin flows Illto the 
canyon. t~lmbllnl! over- an crup- 
tlon of boul0crs. crealln~. In \ret 
).enrs. three sw.irnmine Iloles and 
3 falls. Wnlpr Ilas rlln Lllrollgh 
tl~ir; gorge since Ilme immcmorial 
and tl,e ]o~vrr boulders. some as 

big as t;,llall houses. )In\·f been 
n.orn srnooth as glass by tile ~on· 
stant Iloiv, 

FOOL DISliFPEd)lS 

At one place. ~lear the center of 
the rocky gorge, rocks pile up 
nlmosl 30 feet high, creating a 
wateriall ~YhlCh tumbles fnta nj quiet. partially shaded pool. 

13ut tile old favorite swimmlngl 
hole was higher lip Ille soirc. bo(l it nov: stems to have dlsapceered 
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TL:is is ll,f main pool and iol)s of Adobe Falls, canlping spot for San Biego youngslers. Even 
litlle??isiled rorky gor·ge thal once was Ihe favorite loday, water tumbles ovel· the 30-foot I;igh rocks. 
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!.eeQlosy Ilks, i ii r; ··~i 
·i~-a~9~~ i ; Bs 

S;afarred 
I," v;:i~f~~:f 

,i 

i'· 
hi 73 *·a~:a 

Ivl USE)~P1rr: ·j 

i, .,-.. 
fh@ crin)·on ' be)ow~ Cajl· 2·';i 

lornia. Stale Uillverslly,. San 1~-0~· ',Di@sp~ Jus~ norfh of inlerslale 81- ;pl~ 
i') :1 

; are Ihe rernnanto of a waterfall Is~e~m~s~ 
ni~cc·:well-kno~vn 'lo San Dip-if ~ i~p; igans. g I.I During ;he Is?os and i 

'30s Ifle ~i~ r:. ~a~erlsU H·as a favclrile Pirnlcljo R -I·I 
I i~as~lo r~de L!re Adan,s Avenllr ~Jrj3~I(-nrl:,t:: ,, 

;si~~. One wal Pc~l'le get fhcr 
.I ;B 

Slreelcar (n the end I,f the ]b,e :r~ 
In XEnslngl~n, Illpn I,ike rn Ihcl.. " i<'~~-~:J·-·,·:Inl~ 
la rjn MisRion Yal-lii' ;r 3;r·?; 
Ir·)crnl-lyirlg. , ~\.alPrnlelnn i, i, 
~Dol i, the hh earn.j' 

Tli, laljs .a.Pr~ k?ln~vl~ 
asi; ':-·zbE' h!.~: ad.b, i·,ll,~. mirlinm,, bp G1~ i!.:P;: ~:_ t~:: tause Ihe pr~tipilnils I.oclis cr e o ~j,: 

Ilo~~e~l IhTlillpl) Il~e t;lnyun aiel~ 
·;· Qj~i~i~~~Ib!6~Li ~~ . 

C"serf by Ihe slrl·al,l Illal ci~l~r! ; 

i solirl hazall. ~-;k-,-, ~-.·-····;~~ ;j 
~Zd~; ; 711e melts are nolalile~ It-on, a I ~ 

~h` 9:~:~s~ ~lai,lipoin( of carlh pyipnCp~ ~p ~ ·10~ :rauIe Iheu· are a~l~nllg IJ1P Onll' i ~ 
~rn PS'I 01lhp counl!. .· :r 

r:ii 
·( . 

L 
: :~ i 'lha! the rn~l;s Bive eulllente nl ..17 

Ihe tlivelsilv h? gc"ln~y lo he : Oo" ~ ·II· ;r~~s~· m~9sasa I~!llnd in (Ile I,inl~l-latld be~onrl .o~ ~ ·"~:~: 
Illp SUC(·PSSil)n I11 Ij~l~ nlarine " in ,~ .· 

11 Is as if Iralul·r lar]llr,ncd 1 o" ~. 
1Prracr·~ near 5)101 e. 

I)lc·,er·en Illln " ron,plrle ~abo- 
i 4j 

col~p!ele· nilh Illlilel.nl Iroves, i;i;f 
1I.1~. i:' rnlor~· for Il,e e;lilll scienlisl~ ~7 

ea~·li~qrleke 5C;11-5, anlt'crde!ll· 

: canyor& al,d .srrl,rcs 1,1 nl"f3 ; a.'·.::~Y;L~;-~ IYj·· I 

i:g 
:B classic Ir;rrPslrlnl I!~;!lllles 

rn;,lly Sail t ~ ~i,f 

·--f 
,pl· 

fians Inrk Ilip Illl,lisnirnlalis. ·~. kllnwlr·dge nrcdrd 1(II- appreria-l 
lilln of Illtse w~,ndl·l.s. 

I,ICTllp 
ILlllseunl 

olrnl~,lly~ 
Nalurnl ilis·.i, 

~a~d~8 

"' ~rs~e~s~s ;:I· Inn~ In Baihna Pari, ii Hllhnlld· a ing fa Ilelp close Illis gap by IO~~ 
prdviding a COIIC)SE SPTil'S O( ;m~ i.EI;F~i~L::~: ~e~e p~ JCSIIII.CS and Ijcld trips ~,vEring 

i·ed"i' / the geolog)· and paleonlologg olr i;ju 
' The ~zerles hejian last ' fferk fao7tji bi '"~~ · 

:and meets at 1 Ilm Wrdnr~-, 5.~ I,Z·'3. I ~4~8~ 
pi. 

!aar.p in Ihe hlllsrtlnl hudilo-l t~~ Ik;it`~:'r~'.'i-.. 
rium.!S; jl `IFulul-e srssil,lls fn the rourse I i 

R.. 
~' ?\`ill c·o\:er mi~lerals alld nlininfi 

Ms.·: ~Ln the area, Ihe cllJslal zol,r, 
~~e\·cr~,pnlenl nl Ihr ~III-ren! or· ;~Ct~d~f'~ .-,;.: I.·c.i. B~E~ML~ ).m Jsndscape. clvirnnn,cnlal gc~· i 

ro,·r~·il·~ ( !ogp aid' nlarrne gcolog~ 13 t: 
~i~Li~C:l. I \ 4 ~h~ li151 nl Ihlct 91i Jll~ iieid I. " ;'' ·., ^-·:'1·;4R r ,: · 



FBREWELI ADDBE FALLS and in spring, pools ol water in the 
low plnccs tllolwye lecming witb i 

By Trell~ 1GnRdar pi Escondldo poly~vogs. ~,,li·;f~RD~)~laiB,U;~,~,edee Whm the 

g led under of the me5~2 .8s~Ys 
~tsfi~i~ n a sup- down - ,gPelR;W91~)rSl~yelBrigklc? 

:'bl al.i 1 U. S. DO gradual 
.dII:fcl$ 'sile near the olher,.;~hSig~ri~~l189 

6dn' o State Coil ;yes, Adobe This wa e 

FaliS~liEone. F~~Lb~Qlh~hb have down the ;;t~Lb.:mony,.~o: 
beP~l~.lh-e areaifi~i3fRdP~ter cen- rocks to,rrl ;q~tlneertaln .iooting...lt 
tu~j~b;~~i~orc, this m~cshi~~he disap- offered i @U.Rnge.which many 
pearHllca-ol a weli··loved. ];tndmnrk, boys ace witl, glee and vied 
anot~ljnk ~vjlh It,e~pasl ~Yiped with car~~ ~tller to see who could 
out by~the Mlurh of Progress. reach the bottom first without a fall. 

III Lhc'enrly pal.l nl Illis cenlury. Tllrre were many spills with result- 
as I remember rrsdjr~g in publira- ing ICI.:LICIIPS, bTuiSe5. and abraded 
lionz r,f tl,at pelted. Adobe Falls was places. Alter tile Devil's Slide there 
cxlcllt·d as one? ol the scenic altrac- was but a sh~,rt ),jkc! along the val- 
~'ons o[ tleSanDiegc sl·ea.Throllgh- Icy floor to the falls. 

11 the hr.r·se and buggy days, it was Wllst happy days the boys spent j 
1 favorite pjcnic~ispol. Farnilirs c,r there: wh;lt tales were spun as they 
groups olfneijdsjivell supplied with lay stretched out on tile flat I·ock to 
huRci b~skcls:,olli~od,~ would drive dl·~. 
ollt tllere (d's~end the doy. in sprj,lg Dul this L~Gy1100d Idyll could not 
and eorly·summer. there was plenty continue fore~ir. Dy 1830 worlr was 
oI grass ~ior: the Ilorses in the little underway on die new buildings for 
valley below the·ialls, and there was San Diego~Stnle College on the mesa 
water jn'the stream for them to just above ndol>i~,~nlls, ND longer 
drirlk. was it a se;lu'dPci' snn$tunry for boys 

only and iii glamblG~1Pegen to lade. The alls Lliemsc?lFc~s ~vere silu- 
alrtd in a small roclry ampl~ithenter ~j~;, In a lew yeaib;,, :S. 80 knifed 
on an adobr? hillside. A silvery Ll,rough between the,~dllege and the 
Il,l·ead.ol,,r[ater cascaded down Llls, and the last ol.ilj glamour was 
tlllough tne rocks nnd dropped clear gone What. hnd:~ed-,n .secluded 
lor s.fei?lfe~t-jnlo a spal.kli~~g pool scenic spot in Lhe:chaparrel had be- 
below. All around was a ~nntostir come just a puddle in the roclr be- 
jumble oiroclis, even in Ille hollorn side the road. Now even that is rov- 
of the-·pooldjtsell which was quite ered deep tvit)l rocks and earth. Yes, 
deep. Th~atir was I,s~lal)r as clear Adobe Falls is gone, but it will con- 
as crystal except jmmi·rlintel~ alter Ijnuc! to exist in the memories of 
a s(ol·m. Then tllera was a gr·pRt many olus until we, too, conic to 
roaring pndpashing o~ water ~~~~·c,ugll the er,d and bul·ied under earth. 
the narro!~.~I'Fpssage~~ags 

I;ur man~')·ears Adul,e Falls Ileld 5 o~ ~-~ q ~~ ~q /z~C~ L' ~ 
iis pupularilg, but with the coniji,g 
o[ Lhe automobile, picnic parties bc- d-L-r 2' / 9 ~1 
ga~l to Lrat-el~filriher alic·ld to sites. t 
in tile ioothills and Inountoins. The~ 
In115 were left to the bc)?s, and ho\v: 
they r·evelled in their I,el-jla~e. ~'-; 
ery Saturday and ecery Sunday in' 
early spring; and every day dlu-jng 
summer vacation, boys gathered 
there, comjng~by twos and threes, 
or even in 161-RergrDups th9·L had 
hiked out from the city or ridden 
out on their bicycles. 

S~vjnuning was the order of tile 
day, and batlljng suits were. laughed 

at. Tne pool a·i~big enough and] ileep enough for.snilTlming, but it 
had many dangerous ffalures. Shnrpl 
I.ocks jutted out fro,n the sides alld I 
uy from the bottom; the roclrs oI tile: 
br,tlom sloped at all angles so theJ· 
offered no looting, and there were 
narrow cracks between rocks where 
a careless diver's loot'migflt Ilccomtl 
wedged. Iil,was nol,place,lor tbe 
timorous 'swirmner-hbi· -~foi~wad~rs, 
but down stream Ihere~hre shallow 
pools for wading. There:was one 
large level rock justsbovelhe level 
of the water.~.on$lhcr%~hr? bovs 
used to stretch t~Snis~~~jn Lhe 

siln to dry belore.donning. tllrir i clothes for ths.return to SanDiego. 
In the 1920!s, Adobe.P~alls Jvas t~,e 

Inecra of many.oylScout· ~llgrim- 
ages. Starting fiom;rneetih'g:'places 
i,, ISasl San DiEpo,or,JrDm,lhe end 
oI the old ~d·msl~elilielFa· li·· 
troops wouldL*hlke·J db~wi~hrough 
Irlahogeny Canyon ~vherg Fnlmmount 
street exlensi~n~Tlinit Fdo~vn'~o Xljs- 
sion 'VellcyFLT~iey~ ~ddld~iusuallg 
luln east up N~ounglsp~~~!~!Cnn)orl, I 
and in ~le dsisjbelqr(·E*I~l~~e were 
dynemited by~pollcp:mig·ht· make 
Iheir~ way thro~gh.lh~lge dark p~s- 
sages if sur~lLBLAt.tl~~ hdd~Breliable 
guide.. who would not Ic?selhfs ws~ 
Then iarther along there wns:n sleep 
climh to the top plhesowhere o~Len 
there :vcrp knne;roo,rat buno~s 
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- 9ohn BavPdssn For THE 9P.N DIEGD E~TENSNG TR-6BUN~ 
9un4pers SerPa ~useu~ 
Nosth %an Blego ~ey 21, P937 

H, 9988 

i~i,l, 

t3 AN D % E: a O C O IJ %J T Y ;P & a e E N A plI E s 

No. %65--ADOBE ~FALE~~ 

This is tlze modern name for a favorite nearby pfehfcking 

place in ~vasado eanyon belQw ~d~-issay Lake near ~a Mesa Heiahe. 

a~~ abundenc- oQ spring faoaera and loa&-lseting vt~~usee have 

a&wEiye been sttraetionB to dra~o Boy and ~lrl Scouts and ~ther- 

hlkese, In spite o% the reputed dens of ~a$tleenake colonies In 

the neiglaborhoodl Zllnce 9an Diego State College beaan bulldfng 

on the south aide of the canyon the popularity of Adobe F'all.e 

has greatly increased. 

F. E. oreen, en~9n~er, in PlqY fine seudy of yione~s "nter 

wssbs in v/hat is new 9en Biego Comnty, "The 9an DSega Old Mas- 

e%on Dan and Isslgatlon System," me~%sons thfa piece: 

"The ~9sa90n Ditch an Wlvaredo ereek 

~PA to`tea of Rbo·Lat n5ne hundsed ieet 09 thf/s ditch 3sstlll 

in evidenoe at varfsuts plaae~ alsng -th9e ereelr_. The soui-ce of 

the water supply for this dftck ass a sprina flc~wing several. 
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mlnesa' Inches above what is now kno~pn as Adobe Falls, about 

two miles up the canho~ from the 9an Dlego RPves. One of the 

) main roads from 9An DlegB to El. Cadom In the enrly days went 

up this canyon so es to water the ~aorees at this spring. The 

vicinity of this eprine; dlso was a favorite oa~plng ground for 

the sheep herders. This may have been the soring whlc~a was 

discovered by the Fatl-tera in 1995, and from whiohthey apeelr 

of building a ditch. 

IJ~YIra JHUBBBllld) who has lived cat the mouth bf Alvarado 

Gree~ since the elfSl~t2e~, says he ~1AB found evidence of a dam 

across this creek gust shove his rrsnch, and traces of a ditch 

doPrn the right bank. He also says that qlllte a fen tile water 

pipe were uncovered In the bottom lands on hle place while plow- 
Ing~ 

"The elevation s~ the line of this old ditch Indicates 

$~~at the point of diversion was .somewhsre below &dobe Falls, 

and that tl3e ditch led to the upper bench land& near Qraratviale, 

and not to the alluvial flafe on the north side of the mouth 

of this diech, OF any other ditch, crossing to the south side 

of BL~varndo CanhoP·1. at the present time there is a very fine 

cienaga of four or five acres of meadow land In the lower end 

of this vnlley, which 98 now used Re pasture for a dairy herd, 
and these are a`Lso contflnuous pools of standing water 16 the 

the lower creek cha.%neP, There is also evidence of several 

moa·e OF less co~:~ynsati~yoly recent d9tchFjl~ which took this wseer 

HCP"QBB this meadoru land to the ct~ltlvatedlaaads below." 
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The Sete Eena B. I-hlnolokerr hos leTt theoe noeee: 

"J;LBt helow the falls aeverol fine c'lumpe oP 
tules ha%r e 

EncourH$ed by the ~nolsture that w~ll collect among 
groc·n Upp 

tt~e roc'ks Mhen t·he 
run-oif· PPon! the darn ebove Is e9loc;ed to 

flow down the vaPle~. 
(about P921 I ehou%n say~ a near ~a number o~ yeak~ ~$" 
~lss EllzabPth l;lennllx who I 

·t;rneedy was preventPa hBre. 
bel8evs is the person sending down the warning tells ne ti,o 

story. 9t B"emo thnt one day a party of dea8 mutas ~e~a enJoy- 

~r~hen uuddenly the party w2th whom !Jlss ER, 
4n~ c; plcnqe here, 

97Ra nt the Plop of thR ol%ff above 
Ghe conyora sa'n th~ w~-teF 

Rushing do~sn she prJsrneil, not slthOut 
r·9~chfLnE dosm thee oenyon· 

dlffioultY oQ bhe sn-comina peril· Fortunal;ely theg i~ere made 
saf~ ground hlaher up·l ~.o und,rsi;and and h~.ried up a;0 

Dam contr4butes the mafn 
Ivaeer that escapes Er·om ~I1UFrRY 

ntream of ehe fn199. 
TrAirltlon R"n I:eolo~.fe evl'lence 9h"'Y 

that thfls 
mater hse ~been runninR for t!iousands of y·are. The 

pre aences 
heIesbouls of Blng8 oS Inriisn ocaupation I"nA pol"t 

also to 
the statement th"t an ancient ep'i"R or spr9ni5B Tills~ 

the yaol uhovs 
the caucnde, U"til, o`u'Erflow4nD,, tile c·ater 

spilled oues 
the R'""t ttimble oP rocke.into the lo~er po"l - 

dL C001, deepi 
aelEplltflll e"imm9ng. hole for kene~stions or 

Enafsn boTg a" "ell RR Of our O~n younRsters· 
Kllt~h I·oc~e 

~faXle iraroe 
this bes~n s~F;i:esbara& a ml.nor t~8·tac~YM~ 

Plra eons 

nnSmmers" nuch deBlred prS"KCY· 
pnEP;; suRg&"tlne sPso ~cunR 
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'I'errf (le~l) used to paddle hack and lor(h across the "ol' sn-immin' .i .' 

~I ,,,, .,,~a~,~:r~,:h"~'L;'S,B:R:~,e, ",":l"l~tu;~"~';h~,u.LTlfPePrS~.~;~. ~bt!oud,' · I· I ~lo~e," 

raDher, "snuclr up" and caught some ol·llle lads who "lorsot" lo ii 
"eaqny,_~~_~_ _. 
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PropMly 31 
SAN BIEGO HIS1DRICBL ~O(f~ 

e-eru~ds 3J;1l said Jud&e TerrS. "JI was a Teal! -~.. -- ----- -----------·--~---~~ - -- ~ '~-I-'- - ~~~` 

O11 nnciM~t C"mp sdventnre ~n those days to hike )3Lil~:I; V"J'·~C, 

61'01117d Of S13djanS Over 
tb, long trail out there, ilrst 

passing IhTO"gh yollng's Coves, 

which n'e'e dug out as tunnels 

Dy ]I~JCHAnI) gOUftADE Ll,rouyh chnllr hills bY nn old re- 

Molher Nature went Lo a lot oi Icluse named 

trouble Ulonsal~ds of Tea~'s a601 
adohe Foils was the gozl ol 011 

rockinb the earth,.splltl.lng nsnn- I cnmPin8 trips in yeD'5 gone PJ· 

der bul6ins pranlte hills. spoutln 
r person 

i ; ·~·~·-'~··-'.'.'."' """` :Iwho srew up I" San Djego Zlas 

S~vlmmln. ~lole for kids. Ildived 11110 the rock-cup pools oi 

And then, b~ gosh, what did 

.i Cursetl Dr proercsJ i dn~ledo~~rend Slate ColleeE hu~l~;l For scores oi Sears It was Ihe 
I~ ----llnss atnD ~e o~cr-hnr?ging sole propcrlY of boYs· Then came 

50-loot lots, built houses, sll3ve the mesa nnd sold it In 

/1 9an DleBo, the bufldlng 
of State ~_~~~....-. -----·---··--- ··-- - 

-·--·---. lour roads. College, and the gla~sto make tile 

ii And-worst of nll--lorced Il~e falls n ··come-on" for real estate 

Irlds Into bsthlna suits. rsles._d~cn~-~i;ed A lew rc~n:~ 
i 

'---··I ola T~mes necalledhop-swlmski Boys State 
II you have. e~Er 6011e q'bey wear bathing suits. 

[I miag ~ndlsn-lashlon. CoUeeo studenls might drop dov~n 

-------(plng over haired rocks the sun lor lunch. Residents oi tile dIs- 
painting your body an Itching red trlct Tide to tile gully In autos to 
--and what kid I~nsn'dYou'~l plcnfc. 

_ .Iknow ~h'hat It Is like to go swlm- No prlv*cr Lell. 

mlng In the old swlmmfn' 1'01e, Ii STou sneak behind a boulder. 
clad In a bathing suit. discard Tour suit ior a 9Uick 

C---- plunge, loc?k~outl "Here eheu 
So, everything has cl,anped oUr 

at adobe Falls. come," 15 the warning cry Irom 

which slides n"BY to the jtd~eulder.boy guard stationed atop a Nestled In a tlng, nnrrow cnn- 

~Oo:Lh from the: rear of Stale Col- Shucks, a lellow's Bot "O privacy 
]eee, Adobe Falls Is n tumbling t,t all. 

fi 
mn~s ct granitr: roc~s which, ~n The picturesq~ Falls are fed(-~~~' ~ 

y seepage irom hlurmg Dam, 
one spot e~bo~e a pool of plndd, 
runnfn8 water, rl5e to a sheer situated upstream. Tl'e water 

t I~ . IhetgBt of 50 ieet. trlckle~ I,.pool at the north 

I Kid. In Last 
stand 

.Here, in this rocky, oxcitln& end of the cnhYon. and then Lum- 
bles over rocl~s. worn smooth by I-- 

sully, a relatively iew boyY of EH6t 
countless years 

of runrllng water, !1 j~~-.-` San Dlego and La Mesa are mabr- 
Ing the lost stand ol kids ngalnst and reaches the main fails. 

1! tile advance of the monster "de- Here the stream slips between 
i' vclopmen~.'· rocks and drops 30 ieel into a poDl 

But the last line oi delense is ~I ,,ter. Three sides of the pool 
I a barrier of batl~ing sUItS1 are backed with steep rock cliffs. I--·------·---· -----------^~--~`- 

li i Wearing ai dnS--lhe badges or nt tho south end, the water bathing stilts is the 
i; order ot the slides out n ~a~ol IplllP:RY 

and 

slow retreat, continues ~t, n, down the cun- 
Judpr Harkd 1BPct you to the sea. 

i i It was dfllerent· 25 years p.g~- Inaians CDmpea Here 

ask Judge LIDJd E· Grl~lln. Adobe A volcanic dlslurbance. "" 

earlhsnake, ,r some other violent Fallswas still theparadlse ol boys 

jIi I:_ C~Rrence E.Ternl hiked over dusty 
uphesvel, must have termed Adobe 

10, la years a60 
when Police Judge 

---·llhllls to reach t~B cBngon a~d Falls 
mnny thousands of gears 
Centuries aBo Indians pat-i: 

CR~f~SPU,,~I remember .Ado~ Falls." ~eg~oe~d over its TOCkE. pounded me21 overnfght· 

said Judge Gr.fffln. "l'~'e hllred nut In crude ~o~1S ground In boulders 

~I there many n time. 9~'0 used to SpTn~led naturel tnbles end 
ii in ih· ~un. diooa at its 

j j: t dig caves snme~here near 
thel.e. I baked C_.._~- ....-·------ ------ 

--1TYe always thoughPC~Fe 6~e'e renilY Iwnters. realls!.lcnlh. 

out in the ffjlds R'hen rue 
tPrampcd San Ufego boys 

mlmlced their 3ndlan lorerunners i 
to the pnlls." for scores of rears, and then "------ d. 

"Evergbodp S"Bm without suits." 
,,,,~ benches, trash cans, and so Il; Nc nomp~~ng C~of~hegl ' i Ip.P j orth, for family picnics. -I 

1~ ----- ---------- ------~`- -- 
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SAIU DIEGO ~ZISTORICAL SO(;,- c~'~ ~ ;I;r -.- 1 
"l!''~y ·-- ', . ..i ' I·I·· IIBOBE ~LS · !· '·1 I· 

Adobe FePPrJ are beattrp:t~le Mur~b~j.Dnm ncoP La I·;esa I~iehs 
"~,~.~Bd :gi~e iocatea ~n %N~aaet~""lj: ~Alparndo CaoyQn, 

~i,z-·~l 
; 'Tlliis has fo~t· many ea~s been a favorite picnlcklng soot 

for filhers, the oountr·Tjj~B; sgsiag.abounding In mrtny var ieiiea 

of nild f%owc%8B 

6 ~.hs Coy Scouts &avo~ a well w03 tr %1 here and oftera ease 
this %Iguia~, 

Just bsPoPt the Polls 90vera9 fine clumps of tules have 
y &ro~n up, oncouraeod b9 the moisture that will colloot among 
::i tile rocks when tile run-off from the dam a~ovo is allowed to 
ii; rlf147 rlr~i7n the ;~ileyo 

ijl : S of :.enrs ny,s (obsut 1821 1 shoula ~3ay) a noor number 

ie: tra~edy was p%e~ented here, MisB 3i~azaboth L:onniK ~h(-p I 
'.believe is the poPson ssnaine domP1 the narnine tells me the 
II 

ons doy a parry of deaf mutes ~cro enjo-i;, I;l;gtgp~J-, It seems tllat 
:jl~.iging c picnic hoPe, vJlla4n su8donlT the !.1EI~ty r;ith Pihon M%os M, I~.;.,XI.'~'":·;:~t~X~~~ 

was at the top of t~ie clffP·nbove the cnnyon san the neter 
~' rushing ao~B tha can$on, RushinC; do~n she ~~RPneil, not ~ith--i~.~~:;l;~ii~'I~~~:~:: 
i: out,difficul%$ of the oB-csmlnG pcsil, Fortunutolg they rr@re~i;j.::,,:- ~,.~%~ij 
,~'mcde to uade%stnna en8 ]zussiod up to safe f~rc~und hlpJleP up,''` '~~'';';il.':;''-''~'"~F';~~,1· 

~.::,Ydasrrirnp~s~ gaas_olaBG,~Xlls cenyon aala~that oocnsiongil~-th. :.:: k?·· ·r;j~i:~~ 
:-"-:- · 

,c·-, (TF L 

,!... -ii"-i-. 6" ·: 
i ;·- ·:~·~·_- i· 
;:·: ·jl··.:rj~;-~·~: r-· 

:·::.·;:-.~I~';E~?Green's Ms. Pn the Migsion D~un and Aqueduct: \~~?~~5·'; 

Ij,lij.-: ~:ll~i~~The :(~$991on Ditch on Alverado Creele ..g The so~arce of 
th~Cliatepp supply for this ditch s~as a sprine flo~ing several 
miners' Inches above what is no~ knov,n as ~dobe Falls, about 
tNo miles uplthe cnnyom from the San Dieeo River, One of 
the main roads from San Diego to ~1 Cajon in the earlg days went 
up this csnyon so as to water the horses at this Spring. The 
ricinity of this spring also was a favorite camping ground 
for the sheep herders9 This may hnve been the spring which 

was discovered by the Fethers in 1795, and from which theY 
speak of build~n6 a ditch,,.. 

:!; Thea~n~hprk ele~tPation of the line of this old ditch indicat·es 

tl;af,~~he·po~nt of aiversion vas somewhere beloa~ hdobe Palls, and 

the~l;fhe ditch led to the:~pper bench 1~EL~7d9 near Grantville and 

,,~.;i nBe:·r. o tbs elluvial Elots~:~oP1:~-th.e north side of the mouth of 
·: ~qara~o. cl·eek. :.:: 

;~-.'?';· · I·-~. :··~`:'i ~·li·ij·i.: ·-~··:- 
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~dobe Falls 

I;or the first ten years of the Thizd..R~g~_m_e there was a 

beloved and much used beauty spot a few hundred feet from the 

northeast edge of the campus. It was affectionately called 

"8dobe Falls." Here a very small stream trickled over an oue- 

cropping of veil rounded rocks and boulders and formed pools of 

varying shapes and sizes. 'L~his unusual forniation in a sage- 

covered waste was hardly more than ?5 by 70 feet in size, hut 

the streamlet flowed continuously throughout the y~"r. 

The students expressed a desire to develop a four or 

five acr-e park around the "PFalls" so that recreational oppor- 

tunities could be extended. No funds during these early 

economically pinched depression Bears were available for 

purchasr of the potential park. Off and on over a period of 

several ?:ears the rresi.dent approached the owner of most of the 

land adjoininR :hE Irampus su~gestjne how appreciative srl·dents 

and Faculty would be if a three to five acre plot were made avaii- 

able to them for their Ildot?r Falls Park. ~ie o~er. ~~as ii:ce rested 

,BQ 
SPfi~~K"$ Time passed. Hard times continued. Eventually an agent 

in transferring title but not as a donor! 
BO 

.6: 

knB 
ffQ approached the President with the statement: that the title to the a~e 

o~Jner s large holdinR of la~~d was becoming cloudfd by the accumu- 
~ r. gs 

mHI lation of delin4uent taxcson the unproductive property, tl,af 

'4 President 
""' inEerest in Adohe Falls vas knowi-i, and that if tl,e 

Ik~<W~ ~ 
r-ou!d 3nd vtiuld frrnnp,cl ;tll i!ie apprDprjnte procedurr~ in 

d 
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Sacramen-to the College could have tile AdQbe Falls and all the 

additional land needed to equal in value the amount of delinquent 

taxes-about $2,200. ~That a surprise! GJhat aboon! 

SubsEquenf action resulted in the acquisition of adobe 

Falls and about ')6 acres of land. Some of this land extended 

about three-lourths of the distance across the \ralley floor on 

the north side of the canipus. 

The idea of a park expanded into a "dream" of a lake for 

fresh-water swimming and for sun-bathing on an artificial sand!' 

beach. This development raj.sed the question about the quality 

of thg water since its source had been unknown. Tt~e County Hea~th 

nepartment analvzfd the water at our request and found it to be 

contnninated. ~Iilf Prrsident, Business Manager and Cl~ief Custodian 

j took a truck trip up the canpon over a rocky trail, since there 

~~fre no roads. it ~~as a rough unhappy exploration! Tile trick!in~ 

sparkling water of beautiful ~dobe Palls was the effluent of 

dozens of cesspocls insta.lled a!cne tile several ndlec of can,on 

rim! 

Three thing have helped to ease our disappoj,tment: (1) 

A year or two after our discovery of pollutj.on the flood water of 

an exceptionally severe storm completely destroyed MobE Falls; 

(2) a ccnsiderab!e acreage of the newly acquired land has been 

utilized for College puaposes;'(3; more recently the College is 

in· tile process of acquiring uer~ expensive additional land on che 



utilizing sorneth~ng 
over a million 

south side Of the canlpus by the valley 
e~tends across 

dollars Of "alue fram 
the land that 

current freeway· 
floor 3"d "Ot used for the came 

~dobe Falls "a5 first 
.borrowed SP')t TOr fun. Ihen 

lake and sunning 

It of a park and later Of a fresh-water 
,he "dreem is the actual~tY OI~ a 
beach for more fU"· More 

recentlY there 
Here is a modern 

for additional campus· 
deal of n~oneg 

great 
and his Lamp! 

version Of~Aladdin Chimes and 
~-the Fletche' 

Two featurer; of the campus and generos- .f interest 
of special types 

I--came by way 
"Mon te z uma 

ity· 



.,~a~lobe FaPls - Oamr 
r;j CIi~y s FgrgQtf·en pgrk o =bB, ,I 

First in.8 SePie$ 

B~I I; Maude M[adsenn 
Bombarded ~J-y boulders from freeway eonstn 

ravaged by paging p~tirmwater, invaded by a polluting 
line and marred by ~afPlti and years ofneg]ece, Adob~ 

i' s~iF~F~'`~i~~i~a~·~f~i~~-· ~n · ~ Open Space Park is crying for help. 'I%lis series will I 
its picturesque past, the present state of affairs, a 

~PJ~kZI~Be~l~L~:'~a~;t.· :a~a~a~a~a~a~a~a~a~a~a~a~a~a~a~a~a~a~a~a~a~a~a~a~a~a~a~a~a~a~a~a~a~a~a~a~a~a~a . - hopes for the futuPe. 
Relatively few people in modern San Die~o al·e : 

ofAdobe Falls although it is included in the Navajo 
munity Plan as an open space park. Its time of glor 

- - duringtbe pre-World War II days before the rush ofg 
i and development. Thanks to the efforts of Patricia 3 

the park's staund~est supporter, and the late M~ 
Ward, who did extensive research on its history, 1 
Fails in 1973 was designated as Mistorical Site No. 
the City of San Diego's Historical Site Board Rq 
Adobe Falls boasis the artly natural waterfall withj 

yonwhich have been proposed for the park, whic. 
north of Interstate 8 and west of College Avenue. Tj 

.. . tP~O acres are owned by San Diego State University an 
''·j] ·~ -; acres have been designated by the City for the park 

- · - status of a lease agreement between the Univ ersit~ sr 
:.- City and acquisition of the five acres from the develop 

: -' the multi-family housing project to the west are m: 
[ still tbb;e resolved. Let's reflect first ors thehistsry of~ 
Falls. ;··''` 

One of the most poi~nant descriptions of the are 
written by historian and author Richard fPourade 

Phac: clg a~ Sso Diego column for the San Diego Sun on September '9, 
ILittle ~ne~irla and hard to reach Adobe Falls has "Nestled in a tiny, narrow canyon, which slides aw~g ' 
been a treasure for many in the center ofa busy north, fPom the rear of State College, Aolobe Fall~ 
naetropolis. tumbling mass ofg~taniee rocks w 

- in one spot above a pool of P- 
.-, ii IlilLI11C JI·UUY al-ea anu Duy Nnnin g water, rise to a sheer hell -'- .·,n,l thn ere2 rr~r mRTIV 

50 ~et....Adobe Fails was the g~ 
ah camping trips in years gon 

~ ~ij~-B~ij~i-~fed on ga 

Weprc~~bel fr~sr, t~ ~PsBefing~ ~i SC~e~ei~ GQ~BCUWs end On~verSLly Archi~e~, %~gFI ~r~E~ Ste~e~ Unia~e'SHy hi~rary. ~fb~ ~rP~Qlsi~e~ hta 
fho R~inczs Of /PiP·Othnr rePBSibFy. 



L ~s~LLSB cgnf'd f~e~r~ frgnt p94ge 
/' @ver3' prominent person who grew up in San Diego has dived inl 

cup pools oiwater. For scores of years it was the sole property pflhe 
~n came the development of that section of San Diego, the building of, 

~ollcge, and the plans to make the falls a 'coma-on' for real eState dev 
ment..... 

"The pict-ureaque falls are fed by seepage fiorma Mun·ay Dam, sie,: 
u ps Iream. The water trickles in a pool at the north end of the eanyon, and 
Llllrlbles over rocks, worn smooth by eounlless years of nurning W~a~r, 
reaches t.he main falls. Here the stream slips bet-ween rocks and drops 36 
into a pool ofwater. T~~ee sides of the pool are hacked Lyitll steep rock cliff 
the soul-h end, the water slides out a narrow spillway alld con tinues i es pun d 
the clanyon to the sea." 

Since Pourade's 30's description ofAdobe Palls has come the constrple 
I,!` Il~lerslate 13 whicl-l encroached on the cangron and littered the area i 
boulders. Tl-len, of course, the infamous sewer line which brought Adobe Fal 
the 8Ctention of the public when its manhole cover was dislodged spev 
~n ii lions of gallons of sewage. A contractor is working around the cloak to re 
the line under 1-8. 

The informat;ion provided when tlesigrmatingit; as an Historical Site in I 
staf.ed that artifacts reveal that -- 
adobe J'alls was used bJI Di~ueno I Indians and was a primitive wa- 
tcr source, as well as a prime 
watel- soul-ce for the Mission and 
for ti~e pioneers of San Diego. 

In addition to its use as a 
reoreation site by residents of San 
r)iegn since its earliest days be- 
causr: of its natural beauty and 
year T01117d water supply, it hasr 
also served as a natural.study I 
nr·es for students of the Univen= 
sit.y. Students ofgeology, anthro- 
poloRv, botany, ecolog~, zoology 
and geography have fountl it to be 
a rich area for scientific esrpldra- ~' 
tron. Ncarst Elcn~enlarg, School 
sludents have used Adobe Falls 
as a nature study area and Rogr 
Scoul.s used the area for many 
gears as a study site and camp- 
b'roll~~d. 

In i 96'9 San Diego State zo- 
olug' I'ro~'essor, DI·. John Todd, 
wr-ote a memo to the administra- 
tic,ll urbing the preservation of 
Ull! sit.e for the University. He i 
wrote "a large number of the fac- 
ull~:· in tile pllysicaj and nat.ural 
sciences ar·e rediscovering tf;is 
land as one oflheir most valued 

teaching aids, and a growirlgn~am- 
brr offacully arld students walk 
i.her-p 1:o L'ontemplate in these ha~-- 
I-iecl. violent times. The need ~ol· 
~llic kind of propePt~, becomes in- 
creasi ngly urgent as ~E are forced 
to pul more earth under 

concl·ef.e,.......as rer:enl(y as the i 
r~rst half of this decade we were 



years as a study site and carup- B 

In 1969 San niego State ao- 
c,io~ pro~'Essor, D1-. John Todd, 
~vrote a memo to the administra- 

tion urging t.he preservation of 
the: site for the IJniversitr. He 
wl-ote "a large number of the fac- 
ulty irl the pl~q·sical and natural 
sciences are rediscovering tl;is 
land as one of their most valued 

tea ch ing aids, an d a g~-owiDg num- 
ber of faculty and students wallr 
there l.o contemplate in these har- i 
riedl \riol@nt t.imes. The need for 
this Irind of pr·operty becomes in. 
creasingly urgentas weareforced 
to put more earth under 

concrete........As recently as the / 
firsl half of this decade we were I 
not. as cognizant as we are now of 

the rapid deterioration ofoplr en- 
vironment, or how much we need 

a natura.l al-ea on the campus for:l 
tead~ing. Further, I think that it 
is important tfiat colleges lead 
their communities in cre$ting 
s~~eandmodel environmen~t~.We i 

should be ~vjlling, within ourvefg, 
limited budgets, to explore new 
ways of finding a balance between. ·i 
development and man's need for 
solitude and isolation. tadobe Falls 
Canyon seems to be the greatest 
asset we have for exploring this 
concept, and ii; is a gem." 

The present sta tus of Adobe 
Falls and events since its desig- 
nal.ion as an Historical Site in 

3 973 will be explored in our next 
iSSLIC. 
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