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1.0 MANAGEMENT SUMMARY/ABSTRACT

The San Diego State University 2007 Campus Master Plan Revision is a mixed-use
project located on the San Diego State University (SDSU) campus in San Diego, California.
This report is an update of the cultural resources technical report prepared by Brian F. Smith and
Associates (BFSA) for the SDSU 2005 Master Plan EIR. Revisions of the project design since
2005 have resulted in the required update and preparation of this revised technical study.
Because of the historic nature of the area and documented prehistoric human occupation, an
archaeological survey, testing of discovered resources for significance, and an archaeological
records search was required. The goal of this study was to document any archaeological or
historical resources, determine their significance, evaluate impacts to resources resulting from
the proposed project, and recommend mitigation measures for those impacts. The significance
evaluation of all resources and the assessment of impacts were conducted according to National
Register Criteria in conformance with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act
(NHPA), the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) as defined in Section 15064.5, Title
14 of the Public Resources Code, and City of San Diego Historical Resources Guidelines.

An archaeological records search was conducted at the South Coastal Information Center
{SCIC) at SDSU on October 25, 2004 and was updated on February 22, 2007. The records
search identified several previously registered cultural resources within the campus boundaries
including the San Diego State Teacher’s College buildings, Aztec Bowl, the site of the first
doctorate conferred by the California State University system, and Adobe Falls. Under the
revised plan, only the City of San Diego Historical Landmark Adobe Falls is located close
enough to the areas of development to warrant further evaluation. Two isolates, as well as Site
CA-SDI-17,221 (identified during the first phase of this study in 2004), were also reported
within one mile of the project center.

The SDSU 2007 Campus Master Plan project consists of the following six components:

* Adobe Falls Faculty/Staff Housing
* Alvarado Campus

* Alvarado Hotel

* Campus Conference Center

* Student Housing (three locations)
* Student Union

An archaeological survey of cultural resources took place on October 21, 2004.
Additional survey efforts took place for the expanded project EIR on February 21 and 22, and
April 12, 2007. The 2004 survey resulted in the identification of a bedrock milling site (Site CA-
SDI-17,221) and, while not significant alone, was found to be significant by its association with
Adobe Falls. The 2007 survey resulted in the identification of two additional prehistoric sites
(Sites CA-SDI-18,326 and 18,327). Testing of the two latter resources for significance was
conducted on March 1, 2007, resulting in a finding of no significance,

1.0-1
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Impacts to cultural resources within the SDSU 2007 Campus Master Plan Revision will
not be significant, because no significant cultural resources would be directly impacted.
Identified indirect impacts to the Adobe Falls City of San Diego Historical Landmark would
likely not result in any decrease in its significance. The recommendation for mitigation of
potential impacts to Site SDI-17,221 is avoidance. Because avoidance of the riparian area in
which Adobe Falls and its associated bedrock milling feature are located is required as a
biclogical mitigation measure, avoidance does not place an additional constraint on the project.

No mitigation measures are proposed for historic period structures that will be impacted
by this development because none of those structures were evaluated as significant historic
resources. No archaeological monitoring is recommended for the Student Union and Campus
Center locations or for the two new residence halls on the site of Maya and Olmeca Hall because
of their distance from drainages or other landforms typically used by Native Americans
(Kennedy and Peterson 1975).

The possibility for the presence of buried cultural resources exists at three of the six
project components and portions of a fourth. Therefore, monitoring by a qualified archaeolo gist
during grading, trenching, boring for shoring, or excavations for underground utilities is
recommended as part of the Mitigation. Monitoring, and Reporting Program (MMRP). The need
for monitoring by an archaeologist is limited to:

Adobe Falls Faculty/Staff Housing (two locations)
b. Alvarado Campus Park
c. Alvarado Hotel
d. New Student Housing at Lot C, Lot U, and Lot G.

With the archaeological monitoring requirement in place, potential impacts to resources
will be reduced to a level below significant and would effectively mitigate any impacts to buried
cultural resources, if present. The archaeological meonitor should have the authority to halt or
redirect grading or excavation in the immediate vicinity of any discovered cultural resources
until such time as those resources can be evaluated for significance under federal, state, and local
criteria.

A copy of this final report will be permanently curated at the SCIC at SDSU. All
identified resources were documented by submission of the appropriate Department of Parks and
Recreation (DPR) forms to the SCIC at SDSU. AJ] notes, photographs, and other business
materials related to our involvement in this project will be curated at the offices of BFSA in
Poway, California.

=
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2.0 UNDERTAKING INFORMATION/INTRODUCTION

This report is an update of the cultural resources technical report prepared by BFSA for
the San Diego State University 2005 Master Plan EIR. Revisions of the project design since
2005 have resulted in the required update and preparation of a revised technical study for the
SDSU 2007 Campus Master Plan Revision (hereafter referred to as the SDSU Master Plan
Revision). Dudek and Associates engaged BFSA to conduct the update of the cultural resources
evaluation for the revised project EIR. Michael Haberkorn of Gatzke, Dillon & Ballance is the
official preparer of the EIR for the SDSU Campus Master Plan (State Clearinghouse Number
2007021020). This updated study examined the locations of proposed facilities within the
campus and included archaeological surveys, institutional records searches, and significance
evaluations of historic structures and prehistoric cultural resources. Statutory requirements for
this undertaking are included in Section 106 of the NHPA, the CEQA as defined in Section
15064.5, Title 14 of the Public Resources Code, and City of San Diego Historical Resources
Guidelines.

The project is located on the SDSU campus (Fi gures 2.0~1 and —3) in the unsectioned ex-
Mission Lands of Mission San Diego de Alcala, Township 16 South, Range 2 West of the San
Bernardino Meridian, as shown on the USGS La Mesa quadrangle (Figure 2.0-2). The proposed
project consists of the development of six components on the campus to keep pace with the
evolving needs of the university (Figure 2.04) to fulfill its mission. The project will be
completed in phases over a period of 20 years with a goal of adding 500 new students per year
for a total of 10,000 new students by 2015.

To accommodate the projected student increase, the proposed project involves the
development of classroom, housing and student support facilities on approximately 55 acres of
land located on the SDSU main campus and adjacent to it. The proposed project consists of the
following six development compenents:

1. Adobe Falls FacultylStaff Housing — Development of up to 370 residential
dwelling units for faculty and staff housing on a 33-acre site located north of
Interstate 8. Under this project component, which would consist of an Upper
Village and a Lower Village, 50-70 units would be developed near-term in the
Upper Village, and would be analyzed at the project-level of review. In addition,
250-300 units would be developed long-term in the Lower Village, and would be
analyzed at the program level of review. The specific number of units ultimately to
be developed is dependent upon the vehicle carrying capacities of available access
routes to the site. This project component also would include a swimming pool, a
3,600 gross square foot (GSF) community center, and recreation areas.

2.0-1
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1. Alvarade Campus — Multi-phase development in northeastern portion of campus.
612,285 GSF of new space; and demolition of 128,678 GSF of existing space;
resulting in a net increase of 483,607 GSF of new space upon buildout.!

A. Phase 1: D Lot - (i) Demolition of existing structure at 6361
Alvarado Court (12,155 GSF; research and development uses); and (ii)
Development of a new 110,000 GSF 5-story building for academic uses, to be
analyzed at the project-specific level.

B. Phase 2: D Lot ~ Development of: (i) an 85,000 GSF S-story
building to house mixed office/research and development uses displaced in
subsequent phases from Alvarado Core Site, to be analyzed at the program
level; and, (ii) an 85,000 GSF 5-story building, 70,000 GSF to house existing
medical/office tenants displaced in subsequent phases from Alvarado Core Site,
and 15,000 GSF to house mixed office/research and development uses
displaced in subsequent phases from Alvarado Core Site, to be analyzed at the
program level.

C. Subsequent Phase/s: Alvarado Core Site — (i) Demolition of five
existing office buildings totaling 116,523 GSF, to be analyzed at program
level’; (ii) Development of three 4/5-story 100,000 GSF buildings, and one 4/5-
story 32,385 GSF building for academic uses, analyzed at program level
(332,285 GSF Alvarado Core Site net total v. 715,000 GSF, revised to reflect
Redevelopment Plan); and (iii) Development of a 6/7-story 552,000 GSF
parking structure for 1,840 vehicles, to be analyzed at program level. [Note:
(1) 191 existing surface parking spaces + 44 below 6386 Alvarado Court total
2,075 spaces; (2) Three Alvarado Core Site buildings to be retained, totaling
102,715 GSF of retained university projects/medical office uses.]

III. Alvarado Hotel — Development of approximately 60,000 GSF 6-story building, to
be owned by Aztec Shops and operated in cooperation with the SDSU School of
Hospitality and Tourism Management, containing up to 120 hotel rooms and studio
suites, located on approximately two acres of existing Lot C immediately north of
Villa Alvarado Residence Hall. To be analyzed at the project-specific level.

" "Within the Alvarado Road Sub-Area of the College Community Redevelopment Project, a maximumn of 600,000
square feet of office, 110,000 square feet of research and development, and 5,000 square feet of local serving
commercial uses may develop. Maximum height is eight stories. Uses permitted in the Alvarado Road Sub-Area
are... [See, CCRP Master Project Plan, Oct. 12, 1993, pp. 24-27]

*The buildings to be demolished are as follows: (i) 6475 Alvarado Road; (ii) 6495 Alvarado Road; {iii) 6505
Alvarado Road; (iv) 6310 Alvarado Court; and (v) 6330 Alvarado Court.

202
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1V. Campus Conference Center - Development of a new 70,000 GSF 3-story building
on approximately one-half acre located east of Cox Arena (site of existing tennis
couris) for meeting/conference space. To be analyzed at the program level.

V. Student Housing — Development of new student housing resulting in a net increase
of 2,976 student beds, to be developed in multiple phases:
A. Phase 1 - G Lot Residence Hall: Near-term development of a 10-story,
350,000 GSF, Type-1 (reinforced concrete) structure to house 800 student beds,
Building construction would result in the reconfiguration of existing G parking
lot, resulting in a 90% reduction in available surface parking spaces. To be
analyzed at the project-specific level; and,

Office of Housing Administration and Residential Education Office
(OHAREOQ): Construction of a 2-story, 15,000 GSF replacement structure
adjacent to H parking lot to replace the structure demolished in Phase 2. To be
analyzed at the project-specific level.

B. Phase 2 — Olmeca/Maya Residence Hall Demo/Rebuild: Demolish
existing Olmeca (Bldg. 47) and Maya (Bldg. 46) residence halls, with a
combined total of 424 beds, and demolish existing OHAREQ (Bldg. 40). Near-
term construction of two 10-story, 350,000 GSF, Type-1 structures, each
housing 800 student beds, to be built on the site of former Oimeca/Maya
residence halls. To be analyzed at the project-specific level.

C. Phase 3 — U Lot Residence Hall: Long-term development of a 10-story,
350,000 GSF, Type-1 structure to house 800 student beds, to be constructed
atop the previously master-planned Parking Structure 7. The development site
presently serves as U parking lot. The Parking Structure would contain spaces
for 750 vehicles, 250 more than previously master-planned. To be analyzed at
the program level.

D. Phase 4 — Villa Alvarado Residence Hall Expansion: Long-term
development of 50 additional two-bedroom apartments, housing 200 student
beds, in 2-3-story structures, as part of the Villa Alvarado housing complex
located on C Lot. To be analyzed at the program level.

VI. Student Union — Renovation of the existing Aztec Center, including up to a 70,000
GSF expansion, to include social space, meeting space, recreation facilities, student
organization offices, and food and retail services. To be analyzed at project-specific
level.

2.0-3
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3.0 PROJECT SETTING

The 55-acre SDSU Master Plan project is situated in the College area of San Diego,
California. The project lies on a terrace of developed soil composed primarily of weathered
Lindavista Formation. This is underlain by the Mission Valley Formation, which is in turn
underlain by Stadium Conglomerate. The Lindavista Formation is a fossiliferous sedimentary
deposit of Pleistocene age (Kennedy 1975; Deméré and Walsh 1993). Although the Lindavista
Formation is not highly sensitive, fossils from it are valuable because of their unique placement
in the San Diego geologic column.

In prehistoric times, both Archaic and Late Prehistoric cultural groups used this area. By
late prehistoric times, the area around Adobe Falls was important in terms of fioral and faunal
resources as well as a fresh water source. The wetlands around Adobe Falls and throughout the
Mission Valley area, as well as the marine resources available in San Diego and Mission Bays,
comprised an environment rich in varied food and fresh water resources that were available
throughout most of the year. At the time of the first European colonization (1769) and
throughout the Spanish Colonial, Mexican, and early American pioneer periods, Adobe Falls and
Mission Valley were important resource areas for both Native Americans and Europeans. Urban
development of the area prior to cultural resource studies precluded any accurate assessment of
archaeological deposits resulting from human use of this part of San Diego, but historic
descriptions of Late Prehistoric villages and early mission life indicate that this was an important
activity area (Engelhardt 1920; Kroeber 1925).

During the historic period, from the late eighteenth century until late in the nineteenth
century, the region was used for agricultural purposes. A small cobblestone dam (Plate 3.0-1) at
the top of Adobe Falls provided water to the gardens of Mission San Diego de Alcala through a
ditch and a tile aqueduct. Later, the falls produced water for agriculture in the Grantville area.
After secularization of Mission San Diego de Alcala, the Davies Family, who raised dairy cattle,
olives, and produced olive oil, used the Mission lands and may have found the water in Alvarado
Creek useful. Farming continued in this part of the city until urban expansion changed the
character of land use in Mission Valley/Grantville and on the mesa to the south. By at least the
late nineteenth century, the springs above Adobe Falls was used as a water source by those
traveling through Alvarado Canyon. The falls were a popular place for swimming in the late
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries because of the several pools and water availability all
year. Students used the Alvarado Creek area for study, and local community groups were
frequent visitors (Teaze and Ward 1973).

Early in the twentieth century, rural land use gave way to increased residential use of the
College area. The State Normal School became the San Diego State Teacher’s College and was
relocated to its present site in 1931. Subsequently, the college became California State College
at San Diego. Later, it became San Diego State University. In 1941, San Diego State College
purchased the Adobe Falls property from Madge Blunt Waring. The falls were listed as City of

3.0-1
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San Diego Historic Landmark Number 80 in 1973. The San Diego State Teacher’s College
campus was listed on the National Register as a historic district in 1997. The entrance to the
service area of Cox Arena is the location where the first doctorate was granted by the CSU
system to President John F. Kennedy on the occasion of his commencement speech in 1963
(California Landmark Number 798).

Although the Aztec Bowl was listed on the National Register in 1994 as a stand-alone
structure in 1997, the California State Historic Preservation Officer requested it be de-listed
because of the demolition that took place during construction of Cox Arena. The property no
longer retained integrity (Gene ltogawa OHP, personal communication 2004). The San Diego
State Teacher’s College National Register nomination (listed 1997) refers to the bowl as a non-
contributor. The 2007 SDSU Master Plan will impact neither the Teacher’s College National
Historic District nor the Aztec Bowl.

The College area today is a mixture of university, office, retail, and residential uses,
indicative of the ever-changing needs of the university and the neighborhood around it. The
university itself has changed dramatically since relocating to this site in 1931. The SDSU Master
Plan will continue these changes to keep pace with the changing needs of higher education
provided by the university.
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4.0 RESEARCH DESIGN

At the survey and significance evaluation phases of analysis it is appropriate to identify
the research paradigms used to assess the significance of resources. Theoretical research
constructs are not appropriate here because this is not a mitigation level of effort. In order to
establish a baseline for significance of cultural resources, the appropriate legislation must be
identified. In the case of the SDSU 2007 Master Plan Revision, three pieces of legislation will
be used in determining significance. The NHPA Section 106 is appropriate because part of the
development may require a U.S Army Corps of Engineers permit. To evaluate a resource for
significance at the federal level, National Register Criteria is the scale used to determine
significance. CEQA criteria are also appropriate because SDSU is part of the state school
system. The City of San Diego Resource Protection Ordinance and Historical Resources
Guidelines are also appropriate because the project is within the City limits. Thus the research
design for this project is to determine if any of the cultural resources that will be impacted by the
project qualify as significant under any of the established criteria. If such resources are found to
be significant, impacts must be identified. An impact that reduces the significance of a resource
is an impact that requires mitigation. Conversely, if an impact does not reduce or adversely
affect the significance of a resource, no mitigation is required.

Criteria for National Register eligibility: To qualify as significant in American history, the
architecture, archaeology, engineering, and culture is present in districts, sites, buildings,
structures, and objects that possess integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship,
feeling, and association, and:
A. Are associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad
patterns of our history; or
B. Are associated with the lives of persons significant in our past; or
C. Embody distinctive characteristics of a type, pericd, or method of construction, or
that represent the work of a master, or that possess high artistic values, or that
represent a significant and distinguishable entity whose components may lack
individual distinction; or
D. Has yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria for significance under CEQA: CEQA criteria for determining significance of a
cuitural resource are enumerated in CEQA Section 15064.5(a)(3):
(a) Is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns
of California’s history and cultural heritage;
(b) 1s associated with the lives of persons important in our past;
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(c) Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, region, or method of
construction, or represents the work of an important creative individual, or possesses high
artistic values;

(d) Has yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important in prehistory or history.

Thus, if a historical resource has been found to be significant under CEQA Section
15064.5(a)(3), then Section 15064.5 (b) would apply: “A project with an effect that may cause a
substantial adverse change in the significance of an historical resource is a project that may have
a significant effect on the environment.” Moreover, “When a project will affect state-owned
historical resources, as described in Public Resources Code Section 5024, and the lead agency is
a state agency, the lead agency shall consult with the State Historic Preservation Officer as
provided in Public Resources Code 5024.5. Consultation should be coordinated in a timely
fashion with the preparation of environmental documents” [CEQA Section 15-64.5(b)(5)]. In
addition to CEQA, Title 14 PRC §21083.2 defines “unique archaeological resource” and states
that the lead agency determines whether a project will have a significant effect on unique
archaeological resources. That code also identifies impacts and mitigation measures. Title 14
PRC §21084.1 defines “historical resource” and states that a project may have a significant effect
on the environment if it causes a substantial change in the significance of a historical resource.

Criteria for significance under City of San Diego: The City of San Diego Historical
Resources Guidelines provides instructions on how to address issues of significance and identify
impacts, including mitigation measures for unavoidable impacts. City of San Diego Historical
Resources Guidelines identifies a significant historical resource at the local level as “any
improvement, building, structure, sign, interior element and fixture, feature, site, place, district,
area or object may be designated as historic by the City of San Diego Historical Resources Board
if it meets any of the following criteria:

a. Exemplifies or reflects special elements of the City’s, a community’s or a
neighborhood’s historical, archaeological, cultural, social, economic, political,
aesthetic, engineering, landscaping or architectural development; or,

Is identified with persons or events significant in local, state or national history;
Embodies distinctive characteristics of style, type, period or method of
construction or is a valuable example of the use of indigenous material or
craftsmanship; or,

d. Is representative of the notable work of a master builder, designer, architect,
engineer, landscape architect, interior designer, artist or craftsman; or,

e. Is listed or has been determined eligible by the National Park Service for listing
on the National Register of Historic Places or is listed or has been determined
eligible by the State Historical Preservation Office for listing on the State Register
of Historical Resources; or,
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Is a finite group of resources related to one another in a clearly distinguishable
way or is a geographically definable area or neighborhood containing
improvements which have a special character, historical interest or aesthetic value
or which represent one or more architectural periods or styles in the history and

development of the City.”
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50 METHODOLOGY

BFSA first conducted a survey and evaluation of resources in 2004 based upon
improvements proposed in six separate [ocations as part of the SDSU 2005 Campus Master Plan,
Because that was a programmatic EIR study, the assessment of impacts to significant resources
was based on generalized improvement proposals. As a result of changes to the SDSU 2005
Campus Master Plan, new studies were required and the SDSU 2007 Campus Master Plan
Revision was developed. The revised development now includes six development components
that will be impacted over a larger portion of the campus than the 2005 plan. Because the EIR
will now require both project-level and program-level analysis, impacts and mitigation measures
are included in this report.

The first step in the significance evaluation process was to determine if any cultural
resources were present within any of the areas of potential effect (APE). Once the cultural
resource survey (Phase 1) was complete, a significance evaluation (Phase 1) was needed for each
newly discovered resource. The methods employed to conduct the significance evaluation
program focused on two primary methods: historic structure analysis and archaeclogical testing,

5.1 Landmark and Historic Structure Analysis

Standing structures are the most obvious resources on the campus. For this reason, a
review of all registered historic structures was necessary to separate those that are known to be
significant from those that had not been evaluated for significance. This was accamplished in
two ways; first, a field reconnaissance was conducted to identify any buildings in any of the
APEs that were potentially significant historic sites on the basis of apparent age, and second,
historic registry lists were reviewed to identify structures previously registered.

The changes in project design have resulted in avoiding the San Diego State Teacher’s
College and the Aztec Bowl National Register properties, as well as the State Historic Landmark
location of President Kennedy’s honorary doctorate; therefore, no additional evaluation of those
registered sites was required. Because the Adobe Falls City of San Diego Historical Landmark
could possibly be impacted by the proposed project, that site was evaluated for impacts. For the
present configuration, the Aztec Center, Maya and Olmeca Residence Halls, and the two
residential structures that make up the Student and Residential Life Administration had to be
evaluated for significance using criteria identified in Section 4.0. At the federal and state levels,
a structure must be 50 years of age to be considered historic. At the local level (City of San
Diego), the historic threshold is 45 years of age. Any of the structures that reached the minimum
age threshold were evaluated for significance according to the criteria enumerated in Section 4.0.
Any of the structures evaluated as significant under any of the criteria were considered in the
mitigation measures (Section 8.0).
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5.2 Archaeological Testing (Phase II)

The archaeological surveys of the SDSU Master Plan project resulted in the identification
of three prehistoric sites. These sites were situated north of Interstate 8 near Adobe Falls. The
area north of Interstate 8 is the only undeveloped portion of the project. To produce data for
significance evaluations, the prehistoric sites were subjected to a standard archaeological Phase
II testing program. Field testing was performed by qualified archaeologists from BFSA.
Because of extensive pipeline and highway development, which resulted in disturbances to the
environment, the potential for prehistoric archaeclogical deposits within this portion of the
project was low. All of the archaeological sites identified in the Adobe Falls area were
subsequently tested for significance according to NHPA Section 106, CEQA, and City of San
Diego criteria. ‘

The cultural resource testing program consisted of a surface collection, subsurface
investigations, detailed recordation of all milling features, and significance evaluations. To
initiate this process, a site datum was established as a permanent control point within each site
area. Subsequently, the site datum, surface artifacts and features, and test excavations were
mapped using a hand-held Trimble Geo XT Global Positioning System (GPS) unit equipped with
TerraSyne software. Surface artifacts were collected. The collected artifacts were then bagged,
labeled, and returned to the laboratory of BFSA for further analysis.

A series of shovel test pits (STPs) was instituted at several of the sites to identify the
nature and extent of any subsurface deposits. Placement of the STPs within each site depended
on the extent of the surface artifacts and location of milling features. The shovel test series
consisted of 30-by-30 centimeter excavations that proceeded in decimeter levels downward to a
minimum depth of 30 centimeters, where sufficient soils remained. In addition, one-by-one
meter test units were excavated at two of the sites to test for a subsurface deposit in the areas
where the highest concentration of surface and subsurface artifacts was recovered. Each test unit
was also excavated in standard decimeter levels to a depth of 50 centimeters. All excavated soils
were sifted through one-eighth-inch mesh screens. '

The testing program also included the detailed recordation of all milling features at each
site. Documentation included mapping each feature in relation to the established site datum, in
addition to the individual measurement of each bedrock feature and milling surface. The
attributes of each surface were recorded on data forms developed specifically for the recordation
of milling surfaces; the length, width, and depth of each surface was noted, in addition to the
general overall characteristic of the surface (i.e., slick, oval, mortar, etc.). In certain areas of the
sites, accumulated soils and vegetation were removed from the surface of bedrock features so
that the entire surface of the feature was exposed. All features were sketched and photographed
as part of the recordation process.

All surface collections and excavations were mapped using a hand-held Trimble Geo XT
GPS unit equipped with TerraSync software. All information from the field testing was returned
to the BFSA for processing.
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5.3 Laboratory Analysis

In keeping with generally accepted archaeological procedures, the specimens collected
during the investigations were categorized as to artifact form, mineralogy, and function,
Comparative collections curated in the laboratory of BFSA may have been referenced in
identifying unusual or highly fragmentary specimens. The cataloging process for the recovered
specimens utilized a classification system commonly employed in this region, After cataloging
and identification, the collections were marked with the appropriate provenience and catalog
information, and then packaged for permanent curation. No radiocarbon dating or other
specialized studies were conducted as part of this project due to a lack of appropriate material.

5.4 Archival Research

In order to supplement the information contained in SDSU 2005 Master Plan, additional
historic research was undertaken to ensure all affected historic structures were identified as part
of the resource evaluation process. The goal was to review the 2005 historic structures inventory
on campus and update as appropriate any previous assessments performed for those structures.
In some cases, additional building information was required for the 2007 project EIR to include
those structures that were not previously part of the Master Plan or only recently met the age
threshold to be considered an historic resource. BFSA obtained original nomination forms for
the three landmark sites and the National Register district located in the Master Plan boundaries
in order to identify the exact nature of each nomination, and to identify which listed resources on
the campus needed to be addressed for impacts resulting from the proposed projects.

5.5 Technical Report Preparation

This report is formatted using the Archaeological Resource Management Report
Guidelines (ARMR) as presented in ARMR Recommended Contents and Format (February 1990
California Office of Historic Preservation) and contains a brief history of the area, a discussion
of the potential resources, a discussion of the field and archival methods employed, and the
results of the significance evaluation program. The report also contains a discussion of any
impacts, both immediate and cumulative, as well as mitigation measures to ameliorate any
impacts that would reduce the significance of cultural resources. The report includes all
appropriate maps and tabular information needed to make a complete and comprehensive
presentation of these activities, including the personnel involved.

DPR forms were completed for any unrecorded resources and submitted to SCIC as
required by archaeological and historical convention as well as by the City of San Diego.
Recordation does not indicate eligibility for inclusion on the National Register, a state regjster, or
City Historical Landmarks Register,

All project field notes, photographs, maps, research materials, and business files will be
curated at the offices of BFSA in Poway, California.
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6.0 REPORT OF FINDINGS

A cultural resources study was conducted on October 21, 2004 for the SDSU 2005
Campus Master Plan. Additional studies were conducted for the redesigned project EIR for the
2007 Campus Master Plan Revision on February 21 and 22, and on April 12, 2007. The
institutional records search results are discussed in Section 6,1. The cultural resource survey is
addressed in Section 6.2. Three prehistoric archaeological sites and three historic structures were
identified within the project during the survey and consequently were evaluated for significance.
The testing of the three prehistoric sites is discussed in Section 6.3, and the historic structure
analysis of the three historic structures is discussed in Section 6.4.

6.1 Results of Records Search

A Sacred Lands File search was requested from the Native American Heritage
Commission (NAHC) on February 20, 2007. The NAHC did not identify any sacred sites within
one mile of the project center (Appendix I1I). At the request of the NAHC, letters were sent to
representatives of local tribes requesting any information regarding sacred sites within the
project area. None of the persons contacted identified any sacred lands within a mile of the
project center.

The archaeological records search for the SDSU 2005 Master Plan was conducted at the
SCIC at SDSU on October 25, 2004. Several historic resources are listed within one mile of
SDSU, of which the most notable are the San Diego State Teacher’s College, SDSU as the
location of the first Doctorate granted in the state college system, the Aztec Bowl, and Adobe
Falls, 1n all, 68 listings for historic structures appeared in the record search; most are the result
of focused surveys required by the City of San Diego for resources over 45 years of age.

The archaeological records search was updated on February 22, 2007 at the SCIC at
SDSU (Appendix IT). The record search update included Site CA-SDI-17,221, which was
documented by BFSA as part of the assessment for the SDSU 2005 Master Plan (discussed in
Section 6.2) and two isolated artifacts. Tables 6.0-1 and -2 list the archaeological resources and
studies within the one-mile radivs of the project. The two archaeological isolates were a single
quartzite core reported from the Adobe Falls campus and a metate with associated shellfish
remains in the canyon below Lot U. The two additional archaeological sites discovered as a
result of additional surveys conducted for the 2007 Master Plan did not appear on the updated
record search, but have been recorded and assigned the trinomials CA-SD1-18,326 and 18.327.
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Table 6.0-1
Archaeological Resources Located within a One-Mile Radius of the
SDSU 2007 Campus Master Plan Revision

Site No., : Description
Prehistoric
P-37-015591 Single quartzite core
SDI-9899 Isolated portable metate and shell scatter
SDI-17,221 Bedrock milling feature
Table 6.0-2

Previous Stndies within a One-Mile Radius of the
SDSU 2007 Campus Master Plan Revision

Citations

Kyle, Carolyn and Dennis Gallegos
1980 1995 Cultural Resource Survey Report for the Adobe Falls Sewer Alignment
Project. Gallegos & Associates. Submitted to P & D Technologies. Unpublished
Report on file at SCIC, San Diego State University, San Diego, CA. 92182.

Price, Harry J. Jr.
1981 Phase 1 Archaeological Survey Report for Lane Additions and Sound Barrier on
Interstate 8 11-§D-8 P.M. 8.5-10.4 1203-18982]. Caltrans. Unpublished Report on
file at SCIC, San Diego State University, San Diego, CA. 92182.

Donovan, Mary J. and Don Laylander
1985 Negative Archaeological Survey Report: Proposed Westbound Auxiliary Lane on
Route 8., P.M. 6,3-8.1, 11222-169660. CALTRANS. Submitted to Caltrans.
Unpublished Report on file at SCIC, San Diego State University, San Diego, CA.
92182.

Kelsay, Richalene
1986 Negative Archaeological Survey Report: Proposed Additional Project Limits for
Westbound Auxiliary Lane on Interstate 8, 11-SD-8 P.M. 5.8/9.7 11222-169660.
Caltrans. Submitted to Caltrans. Unpublished Report on file at SCIC, San Diego
State University, San Diego, CA. 92182.
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City of San Diego
1982 1988 Environmental Impact Report for Alvarado Water Filtration Plant Expansion

and Rehabilitation. Lawrence C. Monserrate. Submitted to City of San Diego.
Unpublished Report on file at SCIC, San Diego State University, San Diego, CA.

- 921382

Roth, Linda
1983 1992  Culiral Resources Survey College Area Redevelopment Project EIR 131.4

Acres. Roth and Associates. Submitted to Cotton Beland Associates Inc.
Unpublished Report on file at SCIC, San Diego State University, San Diego, CA.

92182.
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Figure 6.0-1
Cultural Resource Location Map

(Deleted for Public Review; Bound Separately)
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Figure 6.0-2
View of Cultural Resource Locations

(Deleted for Public Review; Bound Separately)
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6.2 Resulis of Cultural Resources Survey (Phase I)

The cultural resources survey was conducted on October 21, 2004 for the SDSU 2005
Campus Master Plan. Additional surveys were conducted for the redesigned project EIR for the
SDSU 2007 Master Plan Revision on February 21 and 22, and on April 12, 2007. All six of the
proposed project component sites were surveyed.

6.2.1 Adobe Falls Faculty/Staff Housing
The Adobe Falls area has been identified as the location of the Adobe Falls Faculty/Staff
Housing developments. Three bedrock milling sites (Sites SDI-17,221, SDI-18,326, and SDI-
18,327) were identified and recorded within the Adobe Falls area as a result of the surveys
conducted for the SDSU 2005 Master Plan and SDSU 2007 Master Plan Revision. A full
description of the sites and testing of the sites in detail is provided in Section 6.3.

6.2.2 Alvarado Campus
The Alvarado Campus site is now occupied by a complex of medical offices and research
facilities and parking Lot D. No structures within the site have architectural or historical
significance, nor are any of the existing buildings old enough to be considered historic under
National Register, CEQA, or City of San Diego guidelines.

6.2.3 Alvarado Horel
The Alvarado Hotel will be located on approximately two acres of Lot C. Nao structures
are present at the site, and it is entirely paved for parking.

6.2.4 Campus Conference Center
The Campus Conference Center will consist of a new 70,000 square foot, three-story
building located east of Cox Arena. No structures are present at the site of the proposed Campus
Conference Center.

6.2.5 Student Housing

Student housing is planned for Parking Lots G, C, and U. Lot G is not occupied by any
structures and is entirely paved for parking. Lot C is located adjacent to Alvarado Creek, and
Lot U is at the head of a side canyon that leads to Alvarado Canyon. There are no standing
structures at either of these locations. Two additional residence halls are proposed for the site
now occupied by Maya and Olmeca Residence Halls and the Student and Residential Life
Administration facility. The latter will be relocated to a new building to be constructed adjacent
to Lot H. Maya and Olmeca Halls and the Student and Residential Life Administration facility
were found to be of historic age and were consequently evaluated for significance. The historic
structure analysis is discussed in detail in Section 6.4.
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6.2.6 Student Union

The Student Union component consists of the renovation of the existing Aztec Center,
including up to 70,000 square foot expansion, and will require the demolition of the 5,200 square
foot La Tienda Building. The existing Aztec Center does not have any architectural or historical
significance, nor is it old enough to be considered historic under National Register, CEQA, or
City of San Diego guidelines. According to SDSU records, the La Tienda building is an addition
to the Aztec Center constructed in 1966 and was substantiafly enlarged in the 1990s. This part of
the Aztec Center does not meet the age criteria as a historic structure, Moreover, La Tienda has
been substantially altered by the 1990s enlargement and retains no integrity of original design.
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Figure 6.0-3
Adobe Falls Faculty/Staff Housing Proposed Development,
Grading Envelopes, and Cultural Resources

(Deleted for Public Review; Bound Separately)
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6.3 Results of Testing of Cultural Resources (Phase 11)

Three archaeological sites (Sites SDI-17,221, SDI1-18,326, and SDI-18,327) were
identified and recorded within the Adobe Falls area as a direct result of the surveys conducted by
BFSA for the SDSU 2005 Master Plan and SDSU 2007 Master Plan Revision (Fi gure 6.0-3).

6.3.1 Site SDI-17,22]1
Phase I testing of Site SDI-17,221 was conducted November 9, 2004. The site consists
of one bedrock milling feature.

Description

Site SDI-17,221 is a prehistoric bedrock milling site located on the southwest side of
Alvarado Creek in the northeastern portion of the Adobe Falls/North Campus parcel. The site
consists of a single bedrock milling feature. Since no other bedrock milling features were
located near the falls, this bedrock milling feature may be the one listed as part of the Adobe
Falls nomination as a City Historic Landmark. This site was listed as a contributing element of
the Adobe Falls City Historical Landmark Adobe Falls, a natural waterfall along the Alvarado
Creek drainage. The falls were described in the City Historic Landmark nomination form as a
place where Native American grinding surfaces were found on rocks. The form lists “several
waterfalls, three pools, stream bed of Alvarado Canyon, bedrock mortars and grinding slicks,
flora, and fauna.” Additional historic significance is imparted to the falls due to the historic use
of the area by the mission, pioneer farmers, travelers, bathers, science classes, and community
groups (Nomination Form).

The majority of the area surrounding the site has been completely disturbed and impacted
by numerous construction projects including the construction of Interstate 8, the main water line
from Lake Murray. and a sewage pipeline. Vegetation at the site consists of riparian species and
palm trees along the creek, and native inland sage scrub on the slopes of the hills north of the
creek. The areas to the south and west of the site have been impacted and contain only
introduced grasses and shrubs. Elevation at this site is approximately 250 feet above mean sea
level (AMSL). The general configuration of the resource is shown in Figure 6.0-4. The setting
of the site is shown in photographs provided in Plates 6.0-1 and —2.

Field Investigations
The BFSA field investigations at Site SDI-17,221 were conducted using the standard
methodologies described in Section 5.0.

Surface Recordation

The entire surface of the site was inspected for artifacts and features, all of which were
provenienced from one datum established at the site. The datum was established at a high point
from which the feature and excavations could be measured. Vegetation was dense along the
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creek but was sparse over most of the area near the site; subsequently, surface visibility was
good across the majority of the area. A single bedrock milling feature was identified as Bedrock
Milling Feature (BMF) A at the site. The location of the feature is shown in Figure 6.0-4.

Table 6.0-3
Bedrock Milling Feature A Data, Site SDI-17,221
The SDSU 2007 Campus Master Plan Revision

Feature Location Surface  Type Dimensions
From Datum A

A 1137/ 112 Feet 1 Slick 18.0x 19.0x 0.1 cm.
2 Shick 240 % 26.0x 0.1 cm.

3 Slick 24.0x27.0x0.1 cm.

4 Slick 19.0x25.0x 0.1 em.

5 Slick 20.0x22.0x0.1 cm.

6 Slick 2000x21.0x 0.1 cm.

7 Slick 150x21.0x0.1 cm.

8 Slick 18.0x20.0x 0.1 cm.

9 Slick 150x19.0x% 0.1 cm.

10 Slick 23.0x24.0x 0.1 cm.

11 Slick 17.0x 18.0 x 0.1 cm.

BMF A contained a total of eleven grinding surfaces, all slicks. The slicks ranged in
length from 15 to 27 centimeters. The surfaces of the bedrock outcrops were extremely
weathered; therefore, the edges of the grinding surfaces were often difficult to identify. The
bedrock feature is illustrated in Figure 6.0-5 and shown in a photograph in Plate 6.0-3.
Measurements of individual grinding surfaces are presented in Table 6.0-3.

The entire surface of the site was thoroughly inspected for surface artifacts, yet no
artifacts were identified. As no surface artifacts were located, the mapping of the bedrock
feature resulted in the delineation of the surface expression of the site, which measures
approximately 15.2 meters (50 feet) from west to east by 15.2 meters (50 feet) from north to
south and covers 182 square meters (1,960 square feet).

Subsurface Excavation

The potential for subsurface cultural deposits at Site SDI-17,221 was investigated by
excavating four STPs. Shovel test pits were positioned in areas containing sufficient soil in close
proximity to the bedrock milling feature, in order to test for the presence of a subsurface
expression at the site. The locations of the STPs are shown in Figure 6.0—4. All of the shovel
tests were excavated in decimeter levels to at least 30 centimeters, unless bedrock was
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encountered. None of the STPs were positive for cultural material. The detailed provenience
information for the STPs is presented in Table 6.04. No subsurface component was identified
in association with the bedrock milling feature.

Table 6.0—4
Shovel Test Recovery Data, Site SDI-17,221
The SDSU 2007 Campus Master Plan Revision

Location Azimuth/Depth Quantity/ Recovery Material Cat.
Range Weight No.
I 63°/ 54 Feet 0-10 No Recovery
10-20 No Recovery
20-30 No Recovery
2 114°/ 42 Feet 0-10 No Recovery
10-20 No Recovery
20-30 No Recovery
3 134°/ 53 Feet 0-10 No Recovery
10-20 No Recovery
20-30 No Recovery
4 136°/ 72 Feet 0-10 No Recovery
10-20 No Recovery
20-30 No Recovery
Summary

The investigation of Site SDI-17,221 revealed no surface artifacts and no subsurface
cultural deposits. The single bedrock milling feature present indicates that site activities were
focused on seed processing. A late prehistoric utilization is suggested; however, no distinct
diagnostic artifacts were recovered. The site exhibits no intact subsurface cultural deposits, and
no potential for buried hearth features. Based on the absence of surface artifacts and a
subsurface deposit, the site exhibits no additional research potential. It is, however, listed as a
contributor to the listed Adobe Falls City Historical Landmark, a significant cultural resource.
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Figure 6.0-4
Excavation Location Map - Site SDI-17,221

(Deleted for Public Review; Bound Separately)
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Plate 6.0-1 View of Site SDI1-17,221, facing west.

Plate 6.0-2 View of Site SDI-17,221, facing east.
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Plate 6.0-3 Bedrock Milling Feature A, Site SDI-17,221.
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6.3.2 Site SDI-18,326

Description

Site SDI-18,326 is characterized by a prehistoric bedrock miiling feature located on the
south side of Alvarado Creek within the Lower Village grading envelope. The site was
identified during the 2007 field survey and consists of a singie bedrock milling feature with a
minimal associated cultural deposit. This site was not listed as a contributing element of the
Adobe Falls City Historical Landmark, perhaps because it is several hundred feet downstream.
Elevation at this site is 202 feet AMSL.

The majority of the area surrounding the site has been completely disturbed and impacted
by numerous construction projects including the construction of Interstate 8, the main water line
from Lake Murray, and a sewage pipeline. Vegetation at the site consists of riparian species and
palm trees along the creek, and native inland sage scrub on the slopes of the hills north of the
creek. The areas to the south and west of the site have been impacted and contain only
introduced grasses and shrubs. The generai configuration of the resource is shown in Figure 6.0
6. The setting of the site is shown in a photograph provided in Plate 6.0-4. The project area was
surveyed, and the site identified on February 22, 2007. Phase 11 testing for significance was
conducted March 1, 2007.

Field Investigations

The BEFSA field investigations at Site SDI-18,326 were conducted using the standard
methodologies described in Section 5.0. Testing of the site consisted of the removal of soils
from the grinding surfaces, mapping and recordation of the milling feature, the excavation of
nine shovel test pits, and the excavation of a single one-meter-square test unit in the area of the
milling feature. Excavated soil was screened through one-eighth-inch hardware cloth to separate
artifacts and ecofacts from the soil. Artifacts and ecofacts identified by this method were placed
in level bags with the appropriate provenience recorded on each bag and returned to the BFSA
laboratory for analysis.

Surface Recordation

The entire surface of the site was inspected for artifacts and features, all of which were
provenienced using a hand-held Trimble Geo XT Global Positioning System (GPS) unit
equipped with TerraSync software. Vegetation was dense along the creek but was sparse over
most of the area near the site; subsequently, surface visibility was good across the majority of the
area. A single bedrock milling feature was identified as Bedrock Milling Feature (BMF) A at the
site. The location of the feature is shown in Figure 6.0-6.

BMF A contained a total of five grinding surfaces, all slicks. Slicks ranged in length
from 17 to 27 centimeters. The surfaces of the bedrock outcrops were extremely weathered;
therefore, the edges of the grinding surfaces were often difficult to identify. The bedrock feature
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is illustrated in Figure 6.0-7 and shown in a photograph in Plate 6.0-5. Measurements for
individual grinding surfaces are presented in Table 6.0-5.

Table 6.0-5
Bedrock Milling Feature A Data, Site SDI-18,326
The SDSU 2007 Campus Master Plan Revision

Feature Surface  Type Dimensions
A 1 Slick 21,0x16.0x <1.0 cm
2 Slick 27.0x17.0x <1.0em
3 Slick 17.0x 12.0x <1.0cm
4 Slick 22.0x%15.0x<1.0cm
5 Slick 18.0x21.0x<1.0cm

The entire surface of the site was thoroughly inspected for surface artifacts, and only nine
surface artifacts were identified at four locations (Table 6.0-6). Mapping of the surface artifacts
and the bedrock feature resulted in the delineation of the surface expression of the site, which
measures approximately 61 meters (200 feet) from west to east by 24.4 meters (80 feet) from
north to south and covers 1,042 square meters (11,200 square feet).

Table 6.0-6
Surface Collection Data, Site SDI-18,326
The SDSU 2007 Campus Master Plan Revision

Quantity/ Weight | Artifact . Catalog
Surface Material Type
ur @ Type P No.
1 1/1007.0 g. Mano(s) Granite 1
Core .
2 2
1 1/229.2 g, Tool(s) Quartzite 2
2 1 Core(s) Quartzite 3
Medium-grained
3 1 Flake(s) Metavolcanic 4
4 1/570.0 g. Mano(s) Granite 5
4 4 Flake(s) Quartzite 6
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Subsurface Excavation

The potential for subsurface cultural deposits at Site SDI-18,326 was investigated by
excavating nine STPs. STPs were positioned in areas containing sufficient soil in close
proximity to the BMF A, in order to test for the presence of a subsurface expression at the site.
The locations of the STPs are shown in Figure 6.0-6. All of the STPs were excavated in
decimeter levels to at [east 30 centimeters, unless bedrock was encountered. None of the STPs
excavated at Site SDI-18,326 were positive for cultural material. The detailed provenience
information for the STPs is presented in Table 6.0-7.

Table 6.0-7
Shovel Test Recovery Data, Site SDI-18,326
The SDSU 2007 Campus Master Plan Revision

S,l;g:fl Depth Quantity/ Recovery/Material
0-10
i ;g:gg No Recovery
30-40
0-10
2 10-20 No Recovery
20-30
0-10
3 10-20 No Recovery
20-30
0-10
4 ;g:gg No Recovery
30-40
0-10
5 10-20 No Recovery
20-30
0-10
6 égjg No Recovery
30-40
0-10
7 ;gjg No Recovery
30-40
8 0-10 No Recovery
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S,;l,::f ! Depth Quantity/ Recovery/Material
10-20
20-25
0-10
9 10-20 No Recovery
20-30

To further test for a focused subswiface component, a single one-meter-square test unit
was excavated in decimeter levels to a total depth of 50 centimeters (Plate 6.0-6). A total of
three [ithic production waste (LPW) flakes were recovered from the test unit. The test unit
recovery is detailed in Table 6.0-8.

Table 6.0-8
Test Unit Recovery Data, Site SDI1-18,326
The SDSU 2007 Campus Master Plan Revision

. Artifact . Catalog
Depth(cm) | Quantity Type Material Type No.
0-10 No Recovery
Medium-grained
10-20 : Flake(s) Metavolcanic 39
1 Flake(s) Quartzite 40
Medium-grained
20-30 I Flake(s) Metavolcanic 41
30-40 No Recovery
40-50 No Recovery

The shovel tests recovered no artifacts and indicate that there are no intact subsurface
deposits at the site. This was verified by the sparse recovery from the test unit excavation.

Summary

Site SDI-18,326 measures approximately 61 meters (200 feet) from west to east by 24.4
meters (80 feet) from north to south and covers 1,042 square meters (11,200 square feet). The
investigation of the site exhausted the research potential through the thorough recordation of
surface features and analysis of the subsurface component. The site is interpreted as a limited
use area. The single bedrock milling feature present at the site indicates that site activities were
focused on food processing. A late prehistoric utilization is suggested; however no distinct
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diagnostic artifacts were recovered. The presence of battered quartzite is notable in association
with milling as it was commonly used to sharpen (peck) milling surfaces (Kyle and Gallegos
1993). Site SDI-18,326 exhibits a very limited subsurface cultural deposit. The site exhibits no
unique elements, little variability in milling surfaces and artifacts, and no additional research
potential.
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Figure 6.0-6
Excavation Location Map — Site SD1-18,326

(Deleted for Public Review; Bound Separately)
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Plate 6.0-5 Bedrock Milling Feature A, Site SDI-18,326.
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Plate 6.0-6 Test Unit, Site SDI-18,326.
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6.3.3 Site SDI-18,327

Description

Site SDI-18,327 is characterized as a prehistoric bedrock milling feature located on the
south side of Alvarado Creek in the vorthern portion of the Adobe Falls/North Campus parcel,
within the grading envelope of the future Lower Village. The site was identified during the 2007
Phage | field survey and consists of a siugle BMF and very limited subsurface recovery.

‘Elevation at this site is 207 feet AMSL.

The majority of the area surrounding the site has been completely disturbed and impacted
by numerous construction projects including the construction of Interstate 8, the main water line
from Lake Murray, and a sewage pipeline. Vegetation at the site consists of riparian species and
palm trees along the creek, and native inland sage scrub on the slopes of the hills north of the
creek. The areas to the south and west of the site have been impacted and contain only
introduced grasses and shrubs. The general configuration of the resource is shown in Figure 6.0—
9. The setting of the site is shown in a photograph provided in Plate 6.0-7. The project area was
surveyed and the site identified on February 22, 2007, and Phase 1I testing was conducted March
1, 2007.

Field Investigations

The BFSA field investigations at Site SDI-18,327 were conducted using the standard
methodologies described in Section 5.0. Testing of the site consisted of the removal of soils
from the grinding surfaces, mapping and recordation of the milling feature, the excavation of
nine shovel test pits, and the excavation of a single one meter square test unit in the area of the
milling feature. Excavated soil was screened through one-eighth-inch hardware cloth to separate
artifacts and ecofacts from the soil. Artifacts and ecofacts identified by this method were placed
in level bags with the appropriate provenience recorded on each bag and returned to the BFSA
laboratory for analysis.

Surface Recordation

The entire surface of the site was inspected for artifacts and features, all of which were
provenienced from one datum established at the site. The datum was established at a high point
from which the feature and excavations could be measured. The datum was located using a
hand-held Trimble Geo XT Global Positioning System (GPS) unit equipped with TerraSync
software. Vegetation was dense along the creek but was sparse over most of the area near the
site; subsequently, surface visibility was good across the majority of the area. A single BMF was
identified as BMF A at the site. The location of the feature is shown in Figure 6.0-9.

BMF A contained a total of nine grinding surfaces, all slicks. Slicks ranged in length
from 16 to 26 centimeters. The surfaces of the bedrock outcrops were extremely weathered;
therefore, the edges of the grinding surfaces were often difficult to identify. BMF A is illustrated
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in Figure 6.0-10 and shown in a photograph in Plate 6.0-8. Measurements for individual
grinding surfaces are presented in Table 6.0-9.

The entire surface of the site was thoroughly inspected for surface artifacts; no artifacts
were identified. As no surface artifacts were located, the mapping of the bedrock feature
resulted in the delineation of the surface expression of the site, which measures approximately
19.8 meters (65 feet) from west to east by 19.8 meters (65 feet) from north to south and covers
294 square meters (3,168.75 square feet).

Table 6.0-9
Bedrock Milling Feature A Data, Site SDI-18,327
The SDSU 2007 Campus Master Plan Revision

Feature Surface Type Dimensions
A 1 Slick 26.0 x 15.0 x <1.0cm
2 Slick 20,0 x9.0x <1.0cm
3 Slick 24.0x14.0x <1.0cm
4 Slick 23.0x10.0x <1.0cm
5 Slick 200x 13.0x <1.0cm
6 Slick 16.0 x12.0x <].0em
7 Slick 22.0x17.0x <1.0cm
8 Slick 21.0x13.0x <1.0cm
9 Slick 18.0 x 10.0 x <1.0cm

Subsurface Excavation

The potential for subsurface cultural deposits at Site SDI-18,327 was investigated by
excavating nine shovel test pits (STPs) and one standard one-meter square test unit. Shovel test
pits were positioned in areas containing sufficient soil in close proximity to the bedrock milling
feature, in order to test for the presence of a subsurface expression at the site. The locations of
the STPs are shown in Figure 6.0-9. All of the shovel tests were excavated in decimeter levels
to at least 30 centimeters, unless bedrock was encountered. None of the STPs were positive for
cultural material. The detailed provenience information for the STPs is presented in Table 6.0—
10.
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Table 6.0-10

Shovel Test Recovery Data, Site SDI-18,327
The SDSU 2007 Campus Master Plan Revision

Shovel Depth Quantity Artifact Material
Test (cm) Type Type

0-10

1 10-20 No Recovery
20-30
0-10

2 10-20 No Recovery
20-30
0-10

3 10-20 No Recovery
20-30

In addition to the STPs, a single test unit was excavated to verify the lack of a subsurface
component (Plate 6.0-9). The test unit was excavated in decimeter levels to a tota) depth of 50
centimeters. Only a very small quantity of artifacts was recovered from the test unit excavation.
The detailed provenience information for the test unit excavation is provided in Table 6.0-11.
The result of the subsurface investigations was that no subsurface component was identified in

association with BMF A.

Table 6.0-11
Test Unit Recovery Data, Site SDI-18,327
The SDSU 2007 Campus Master Plan Revision

Depth | Quantity/ Weight . . Catalog
(cm) @ Artifact Type Material Type No.
0-10 No Recovery

Medium-grained
)
10-20 1 Flake(s) Metavolcanic 1
Utilized )
20-30 1/147 g Flake(s) Quartzite 12
30-40 No Recovery
40-50 No Recovery

6.0-28



The SDSU 2007 Campus Master Plan Revision

Summary

The overall site, as identified by the bedrock feature, measures approximately 9.7 meters
(32 feet) from west to east by 9.2 meters (30 feet) from north to south and covers 66.9 square
meters (716.82 square feet). The investigation of Site SDI-18,327 revealed no surface artifacts
and no cultural deposit located at the site. The single bedrock milling feature present at the site
indicates that site activities were focused on floral food processing, The site is interpreted as a
limited use area. A late prehistoric utilization is suggested; however no distinct diagnostic
artifacts were recovered. Site SDI-18,327 exhibits no intact subsurface cultural deposits, and no
potential for buried hearth features. The site exhibits no unique elements, limited variability in
artifacts and milling surfaces, and retains no additional research potential.
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Figure 6.0-9
Excavation Location Map - Site SDI1-18,327

(Deleted for Public Review; Bound Separately)
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Plaie 6.0-7 General Setting, Site SDI-18,327,

Plate 6.0-8 Bedrock Milling Feature A, Site SD1-18,327.
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Plate 6.0-9 Test Unit, Site SD1-18,327.
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6.4 Historic Structure Analysis

An historic structure analysis was conducted of the Maya and Olmeca Residence Halls
and the Student and Residential Life Administration facilities following their identification as
historic structures during the cultural resource survey.

6.4.1 Maya and Olmeca Residence Halls

The Maya and Olmeca Residence Halls, while two separate buildings, are the same
design in mirror image of the other (Plates 6.0-10 and —11). They are separated by a large lawn
and covered walkway that connects the two (Plate 6.0-12). A sports field on the south side of
the compound includes a swimming poo}.

Maya and Olmeca Residence Halls are approximately 48 years old. The architect is
listed as the Office of the State Architect, and no builder is listed in the records supplied by
SDSU staff. The brick exterior finish is the antithesis of austerity, reflecting a trend in university
architecture that is characterized by sleek and angular forms, lacking in adornment. The physical
organization of the structures is meant to maximize the utility of the residential function by
organizing the arrangement of necessary elements within the limited floor plan.

Plate 6.0-10 Olmeca Hall, facing southeast.
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Plate 6.0-12 Covered walkway beiween Maya (left) and Olmeca (right) Halls, facing east.
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6.4.2 Student and Residential Life Administration Facilities

The Student and Residential Life Administration facilities, adjacent to the southwest
corner of Maya Residence Hall, consist of two one-story residences of historic age that are now
attached to one another and expanded to include a small garage structure of indeterminate age.
Both the front and rear of the facility have been enclosed by a fence/wall to provide private
outside space.

The northern-most structure is a National Folk style building with a low pitched roof that
may date to the 1940s. It was originally used as a residence but apparently has been moved onto
the site, renovated, and expanded. It is presently attached to the other structure, a 1950s style
building that was originally used as a residence and Home Economics training facility (Patricia
M. Francisco, personal communication 2007) (Plates 6.0-13 and —14). The very low pitched
roof and the large central beam that supports the rafters (presently only visible from the interior)
are hallmarks of the 1950s modern style. The building is characterized by an assortment of
windows, only some of which are meant to open. The original siding and windows have been
replaced, so there is no indication of their original forms. The building is attached to a small
garage structure to which a false front in the mission style was recently added for the purpose of
providing a place to mount an awning at the facility entrance.

Plate 6.0--13 Student and Residential Life Administration facility, looking northeast
at the old classroom/residence and single-family dwelling.
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Plate 6.0--14 Studenl and Residential Life Administration facility, looking
southwest at the old classroom/residence building.
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7.0 IMPACT ANALYSIS

The cultural resources study of the proposed SDSU Master Plan Revision focused on the
six project elements listed in Table 7.0-1. The analysis revealed that the Alvarado Campus,
Alvarado Hotel, Campus Conference Center, and Student Union elements of the project will not
represent a source of impacts, either direct or indirect, to cultural resources. The Student
Housing component will impact structures that meet the general age threshold to be considered
historic; however, no structures were recorded as historic resources because of the lack of
integrity or architectural importance. The Adobe Falls component will directly impact two
prehistoric sites, SDI-18,326 and SDI-18,327, by grading for the proposed development. These
direct impacts will not be significant as the prehistoric sites were evaluated as not important and
lack any further research potential. Furthermore, neither of those prehistoric sites meets the
criteria for National Register eligibility. The Adobe Falls component may also represent a
source of indirect impacts to SDI-17,221 and the Adobe Falls Landmark by facilitating the
increased visitation 1o the falls by the new residents. A more detailed impact analysis is
provided below.

Table 7.0~1
Impact Analysis
The SDSU 2007 Campus Master Plan Revision

Development Projected Indirect Impacts to Projected Direct Impacts to
Components Cultural Resources Cultural Resources
Adobe Falls Faculty/ Adobe Falls Landmark, including No Impacts
Staff Housing: Site SDI-17,221
Upper Village
Lower Village No Impacts Site CA-SDI-18,326
Site CA-SDI-18,327
Alvarado Campus No Impacts No Impacts
Alvarado Hotel No Impacts No Imipacts
Campus Conference No Impacts No Impacts
Center
Student Housing No Impacts Student and Residential Life
Administration
Student Union No Impacts No Impacts
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Adobe Falls Facultv/Staff Housing: Upper Village

The Adobe Falls Faculty/Staff Housing area has been previously impacted by
construction of two water pipelines from Lake Murray, a sewer pipeline, construction of Old
Highway 80, the refinement of Old Highway 80 into the Alvarado Freeway, and subsequent
construction of Interstate Highway 8. No direct impacts would affect the Adobe Falls Landmark
and the contributing archaeological site SDI-17,221 because this area is located outside of the
proposed area of development on property owned by the California Department of
Transportation and is within a planned biological open space easement. However, there would

be indirect impacts resulting from the construction of the Upper and Lower Villages in this
project component and increased site visitation by new residents. Since Adobe Falls is a
significant cultural landmark under both City and CEQA criteria, any impacts to the site or the
contributing features that would cause a substantial adverse change in significance may
constitute a significant effect on the environment and require mitigation.

Site SDI-17,221 exhibits no intact subsurface cultural deposits, and no potential for
buried hearth features. The site exhibits no unique elements and no additional research potential.
Based on the information derived from the testing program, Site SDI-17,221 by itself is
considered not significant according to criteria listed in CEQA, Section 15064.5. However,
because this site is listed as a contributor to the Adobe Falls City Historical Landmark, the
milling site is considered a significant cultural resource. The local landmark status is the basis
for significance of the landmark under CEQA. Because of the association between the landmark
and the milling station, the bedrock milling feature must be afforded the same protection as
Adobe Falls. This feature is located in a portion of the Adobe Falls development that will be
preserved by open space easement. '

Adobe Falls Facultv/Staff Housing: Lower Village

Site SDI-18,326 exhibits no intact subsurface cultural deposits and no potential for buried
hearth features. The site exhibits no unique elements and no additional research potential. For
that reason, Site SDI-18,326 is considered not significant according to criteria listed in the
National Register, CEQA Section 15064.5, and City of San Diego Historical Resources
Guidelines. This site will be directly affected by grading and development of the project;
however, the impacts will not be significant because the site was evaluated as not important.

Site SDI-18,327 exhibits no intact subsurface cultural deposits and no potential for buried
hearth features. The site exhibits no unique elements and no additional research potential. For
this reason, Site SD1-18,327 is not considered significant according to criteria listed in the
National Register, CEQA, Section 15064.5, and City of San Diego Historical Resources
Guidelines. This site will be directly affected by grading and development of the project;
however, the impacts will not be significant because the site was evaluated as not important.
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Alvarado Campus

The Alvarado Campus development will not impact any known structures or features.
None of the existing buildings meet the age threshold to be considered historic under National
Register, CEQA, or City of San Diego guidelines, nor do they have any architectural or historical
significance. As such, the impact to the structure resulting from the addition will not be adverse.
Nevertheless, the proposed project will impact Quaternary sediments associated with Alvarado
Creek that may contain archaeological resources. Because of the setting, beside Alvarado Creek
and above Adobe Falls, there is a chance for the presence of buried archaeological resources in
areas that will be impacted below the area disturbed for the present structures.

Alvarado Hotel

The Alvarado Hotel component will be constructed in a parking lot that was previously
graded. This element will not represent a source of any direct or indirect impacts to cultural
resources. Nevertheless, the proposed project will impact Quaternary sediments associated with
Alvarado Creek that may contain archaeological deposits. Because of the setting adjacent to
Alvarado Creek and above Adobe Falls, the potential exists for the presence of buried
archaeological resources in areas tht have not been previously disturbed by grading,

Student Housing

The residence halls planned for Lots C, G, and U will not impact auy known structures or
features. No structures are present that are considered historic under National Register, CEQA,
or City of San Diego guidelines, nor are there any structures that have any architectural or
historical significance. Nevertheless, Lot G at this [ocation is near enough to a primary tributary
of Alvarado Creek that the possibility exists for buried archaeological resources. Lot C is
located adjacent to Alvarado Creek and Lot U is at the head of a side canyon that leads to
Alvarado Canyon. There are Quaternary sediments in the drainage that may be masking
archaeological resources. Impacts from grading or excavations could possibly cause an adverse
effect to the significance of such resources.

Demolition of the Maya and Olmeca Residence Halls and the two structures that house
the Student and Residential Life Administration will not impact any structures that have any
architectural or historical significance. The Maya and Olmeca Residence Halls were found to be
not significant under National Register, CEQA, or City of San Diego guidelines because they do
not possess innovative architectural characteristics or unusual use of materials. The lack of
historic events or other historic connections precludes a finding of historic significance.

The two residential structures that make up part of the Student and Residential Life
Administration were also analyzed and found to not have architectural or historical significance
under National Register, CEQA, or City of San Diego guidelines because of possible relocation,
massive alterations, and concomitant loss of integrity. Moreover, the lack of any historic
association was important in the finding of no historic significance for these two buildings.
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Impacts resulting from the removal of any of these buildings would not represent a significant
effect on the environment.

Student Union

The Student Union expansion will not impact any known historic structures or
archaeological resources. The Aztec Center does not reach the age threshold to be considered
historic under National Register, CEQA, or City of San Diego guidelines because it and the
associated La Tienda building had been constructed in 1966. Neither building has any
architectural or historical significance. Included in the impacts to the Aztec Center would be the
demolition of the La Tienda structure. Both the Aztec Center and La Tienda had been remodeled
in the late 1990s with a resultant decrease in original integrity. Because these structures are not
significant historic resources, the impact to the structures resulting from the planned
reconstruction will not constitute a significant effect on the environment.

Campus Conference Center

This project component would consist of a new 70,000 GSF, three-story building on
approximately one-half acre located east of Cox Arena to be used for meeting/conference space,
office space, food services, and retail services. One story will be subterranean and two will be
above-ground. Because this building is planned for a site presently occupied by tennis courts
and no other structures, and because no archaeological resources are indicated at this location
based on landform and land use history, no impacts to cultural resources are anticipated.

Summary

Anticipated effects of the six components comprising the SDSU Master Plan Revision
will not represent direct impacts to any significant cultural resources. Access roads into and out
of the Adobe Falls facilities have been identified as existing streets with short connectors to the
SDSU facilities. Primary and secondary impact areas as well as staging areas have been
identified as located within the areas to be impacted as shown on the Project Development Map
(Figure 2.0-3) so that an accurate APE could be identified. As a result of the impact analysis,
two non-significant prehistoric sites and the modified historic residences will be impacted
directly. These direct impacts will not constitute a significant effect on the environment because
the resources are not significant.

None of the components of the SDSU Master Plan Revision were found to have any
direct adverse effect to significant cultural resources. Because of anticipated excavations for
footings for necessary retaining walls for slope retention, soil stockpile areas, as well as grading
and excavations for building footings and underground utilities, buried cultural resources may be
encountered and potentially impacted. These impacts are anticipated in the Adobe Falls
Faculty/Staff Housing, Alvarado Campus, Alvarado Hotel, and a portion of the Student Housing
areas. The Adobe Falls Landmark is in a position to sustain indirect impacts as a result of
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increased population and concomitant increased visitation. The site is presently being degraded
by graffiti and trash disposal associated with visitation which detracts from the site’s historic
significance and natural beauty. This effect will likely be increased by the location of housing
units near the falls.

7.1 Cumulative Impacts

Impacts to cultural resources located within the six project components include visual and
physical changes. The identified resources fall into two basic categories: prehistoric and historic.
The prehistoric resources within a mile of the project include three bedrock milling features
identified, tested, and recorded as part of the present project and two isolates identified in the
record search for this project. None of those resources can be considered individually significant
under National Register, CEQA, or local criteria. Collectively those resources would not
represent enough research potential, due to lack of variability, to be considered significant under
federal, state, or local criteria. The two prehistoric isolates could not be relocated and are
presumed lost or previously collected. Two of the bedrock milling features will likely be lost as
a result of the proposed project. Since none of the prehistoric archaeological resources could be
considered significant, individually or collectively, their loss would not constitute a cumulative
adverse effect on their significance. Therefore, no cumulative impact to the environment would
result from the loss of the two bedrock milling features.

The historic resources identified in the record search include 68 listings within one mile
of the project, but only four were identified within the project boundaries. Individually and
collectively, those four resources represent significant properties under federal, state, or local
criteria because each is registered as a landmark. No direct adverse effects are anticipated to
result to any of the four landmarks on campus and only the potential for indirect adverse effects
are anticipated at the Adobe Falls landmark. Of the four historic properties on the campus, only
the Adobe Falls landmark is partially within the SDSU Adobe Falls Campus. The majority of
the Adobe Falls landmark is located on CALTRANS property. The potential for adverse indirect
effects to the Adobe Falls landmark, when added to previous adverse impacts to that resource,
would not constitute a significant adverse effect if the recommended mitigation is employed.
Therefore, no additional cumulative impact to the environment would result from the proposed
development associated with the master plan.

There were four structures not previously registered or evaluated for historic or
architectural significance that would be directly impacted by the proposed development of new
student housing. Two of these were the existing resident halls identified as Maya and Olmeca.
These two buildings are not old enough to be considered historic under any but the City of San
Diego guidelines. These buildings were found to be not historically or architecturally
significant, and their loss would not adversely affect that significance. The two structures that
make up part of the Student and Residential Life Administration facilities were of sufficient age
to be considered historic under federal, state, and local guidelines. Those two structures were
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likely relocated to their present site and have been altered both inside and out to accommodate
their present use. They could not be associated with a builder, architect, or historic event or
person. For those reasons, the two buildings that are part of the Student and Residential Life
Administration facility would not suffer an adverse impact to their significance as a resnlt of
removal. Because none of these four structures were found to be significant under federal, state,
or local criteria, the cumulative effect of their loss would not result in an adverse effect on the
environment.
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8.0 MANAGEMENT CONSIDERATIONS

In general, the SDSU Master Plan Revision will have minimal affect upon cultural
resources. Impacts to cultural resources within project will not be significant, because no
significant cultural resources would be directly impacted. The Student Union, Alvarado Hotel,
and Alvarado Campus components of the Master Plan will not affect any known resources. The
Student Housing component will affect historic period structures, although none of the historic
structures were identified as significant. The Adobe Falls component will directly affect two
non-significant prehistoric sites (SDI-18,326 and SDI-18,327) and potentially have an indirect
impact on the Adobe Falls Landmark and the contributing bedrock milling site SDI-17,221. The
impact of increased visitation to the historically significant Adobe Falls Landmark identified in
Section 7.0 can be mitigated by restoration and maintenance of the site. Potential impacts to
unrecorded archaeological deposits resulting from grading and excavations at the Adobe Falls,
Alvarado Hotel, Alvarado Campus, and Student Housing at Lot G components can be mitigated
by the adoption of a Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program (MMRP) as a condition of
the Master Plan. The mitigation program is discussed in Section 8.1,

8.1 Mitigation Measures

The nature and extent of twentieth century development in the College neighborhood
precludes an accurate assessment of archaeological resources representing prehistoric or even
early historic times. This factor is exacerbated by the lack of intensive study of the area by
archaeological researchers prior to that development. Because of the proximity to known natural
resources such as the fresh water supply of Alvarado Creek and focused prehistoric human
occupation in the vicinity such as the Native American village of Nipaguay (Engelhardt 1920;
Nipawai Kroeber 1925), it is possible that cultural resources have been destroyed or masked by
impacts from modern development in the College neighborhood. The area adjacent to Alvarado
Creek has documented evidence of prehistoric human use. While this stream has been altered by
previous impacts, the potential for buried or masked archaeological features or deposits must be
discussed and any mitigation plan should include a monitoring option to prevent the loss of any
buried resources.

Mitigation measures for identified indirect impacts to the Adobe Falls Landmark and to
the contributing Site SDI-17,221 include designing the project to avoid impacts to the landmark,
incorporating the landmark in an open space easement, and improve the landmark condition.
The proposed measures to mitigate indirect impacts are provided below.

1) Project design: Any development of the Adobe Falls parcel will likely result in indirect
impacts to this feature, based upon the close proximity of students to the waterfalls. It is
not realistic to assume that redesign of the project would reduce the potential for indirect
impacts; however, incorporating fencing and signage to limit access could provide a
means to minimize the pedestrian traffic around the falls.
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2) Placing the Landmark in an Open Space Easement: the landmark will be included within
the biological open space easement that is designed to protect the riparian environment in
which the landmark is located. This option does not mitigate existing or future inipacts to
the landmark from pedestrian visitation. By placing the feature in a protective
archaeological easement, the feature would be recognized for its importance and
hopefully avoided.

3) Repair and maintain the landmark: As part of the development of the Adobe Falls parcel,
plans should be included to perform work specifically targeted towards the clean up of
years of trash and debris accumulation, reversal of the gradual degradation of the feature
through the removal of paint of other modern elements that detract from the natural
condition of the feature.

The preferred mitigation for identified indirect and cumulative impacts to the Adobe Falls
Landmark and to the contributing Site SDI-17,221 is to repair and maintain the landmark. This
option is preferred because it is proactive and will result not only an improvement to the existing
condition of the landmark but will also mitigate indirect impacts. Access and signage should
also be provided to create an awareness of the historic importance of this resource for visitors.

No mitigation measures are proposed for historic period structures, because no historic
structures were evaluated as significant.  Archaeological monitoring is recommended as
mitigation for potential impacts to possible buried archaeological deposits in drainages for the
Lots C, G, and U portion of student housing, the Upper and Lower Village development in the
Adobe Falls Faculty/Staff Housing development, the Alvarado Campus, and the Alvarado Hotel.
With the archaeological monitoring requirement in place, potential impacts to buried resources
will be reduced to a level below significant and would effectively mitigate any impacts to buried
cultural resources, if present. The archaeological monitor should have the authority to halt or
redirect grading or excavation in the immediate vicinity of any discovered cultural resources
until such time as those resources can be evaluated for significance under federal, state, and local
criteria. No archaeological monitoring is recommended for the Student Union or Conference
Center locations or for the two new residence halls on the site of Maya and Olmeca Hall.
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Table 8.0-1
Cultural Resources Impact and Mitigation Summary Table
The SDSU 2007 Campus Masier Plan Revision

Development Significance Potential Mitigation
Components Resources Present Evaluation Impacts Requirements
1. Adobe Falls 1. Significant 1. Indirect 1. Open Space &
Landmark including Monitoring*
Adobe Falls SDI-17,221
Faculty/ 2. SDI-18,326 2. Not significant 2. Direct 2. Monitoring™
Staff Housing 3. SDI-18,327 3. Notsignificant 3. Direct 3. Monitoring*
4. Possible buried 4. unknown 4. unknown 4. Monitoring#
resources
Alvarado Campus Possible buried Unknown Unknown Monitoring™
resources
Alvarado Hotel Possible buried Unknown Unknown Monitoring*
Tesources _
Student Housing
Lot C Possible buried Unknown Unknown Monitoring®*
resources
Lot U Possible buried Unknown Unknown Monitoring®
TeSources
Lot G Possible buried Unknown Unknown Monitoring*
Tesources
Muaya Hall Historic structure Not significant Direct None
Olmeca Hall Historic structure Not significant Direct None
Res. Life Building Historic structures Not significant Direct None
Student Union None Not significant None None
Conference None Not significant None None
Center

* Monitoring for potential archaeological deposits will be required as a condition of the mitigation monitoring
program.
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9.0 PERSONNEL

Larry J. Pierson prepared the archaeological/historical study of the SDSU 2007 Master
Plan Revision under the direction of Brian F. Smith. Mr. Pierson conducted the impact site
evaluations, historic research, field survey of historic sites, and drafted this report. Field
Archaeologists under the supervision of Mr. Smith conducted the archaeological surveys and
testing of prehistoric resources, BFSA staff that participated in the project included James
Clifford, Charles Callahan, Ryan Robinson, Brad Comeau, Justin Houghton, and Shaun Murphy.
Report editors for this project included Melanie Lytle, Nora Collins, Dylan Amerine, and Mr.
Smith. Clint Callahan prepared the graphics.
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10.0 CERTIFICATION

The information provided in this document is correct, to the best of my knowledge, and
has been compiled in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act Section 106,
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) criteria as defined in Section 15064.5, and City
of San Diego Histor' al Resources Guidelines.

-——

/L W May 24, 2007
\L/rry J Ple Date
Principal Investl gator
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Based unomy resciureh done moslly at the Serra Muscom Library,,
I beticve Adobe Falls (zavly name Alvarado Creek) woas Lhe maoin sonrece of [he
witter Tor e Sun Dingo Mission from 1795 until 1816 when Mission Dim &

Agueduct were finished, In support of this are the follewing quoles {aken froin
1

snurces as indicnted:

I, GRELN, 7', &, manuscript, THE QLD MISS10ON DAM

ERRIGATION SYSTEM, studies done Tor the Cily of San Niepgo, daled 1853,

1772-31793 Numuoerous ditehes witl sane @l
Lrush diversion dams

1793 Tirst menlion of use of tile
1813 Worl: begun on aqueduct system
1816 The dam and agueductl ware Tinishod,

(I'his information wns contained in lellers written by
IFr, Lasuen and 'r, Palou, )

2, ERNGELHIARDY QFM, TR, ZEPHYHIN, 5AN DIEGO MISSTON,

Publisher James I, Barry Co,, San I'rancisco, Ca,, dated 1820, pps. 148

aned [49:
"In 1795, lhe Fathers {o their gresl joy discovered a epring
wlhich produced so much woter that lhiey decided (o use il
for irripuling the land. Unforiunately, Lhe report does not

indicale ils localion, ... .. Sinee more waler was needed



for gission purposes the Tulhers built & ditch 1, 300 varas o
yards Jong thul hronght waler tu the establishment, 'The wall
alonp the arroyd wWas lengthened wilh masonry io o dislance
of eighly varas, R O D GRIEERN in the above menlioned
manuseript commented: rhig reference may be lo Lhe spring
and dileh in Atvarado Canyon, southeast and across Lhe river

[roin Lhe Mission, judging from ibe length of the dilel, ")

3. GRIEN, 17, 1B,, manuscript, THE SAN DIIZGO QLD

M]_ngﬁ@ﬂ_@_gg_@umu"}cm S3YS5T M, daled 1033, pgs. 55 and 56:
Mihe Mission Ditch on Alvarade Creci

A lotai of ahout nine hundred feetl of ihis ditch is still in evidence
at various places olong Lhis creck, The source of the waler
supply Tfor this dilch was a spring [lowing several miners' inches
above whal is now known as Adobe Iralls, a_lmul 2 miles up
ihe canyon [rom the San Diego River. One of the main rozds
from San Diego to [ Cajon in the enrly days wenl up Lhis
canyon sv as to waler Lhe hiorscs at Lhis spring. The vieinity
of this spring also was a favorile camping ground Jor lhe
sheep herders. This may have been Liie spring which was
diseovered by the Falhers in 1795, and from which they spuak
of building a dilch. "

q, PDAVIDSON, JOHRN, Serra Museum, ADOPBE Falls,

research done [or the San Liegn Evening Tribune, May 21, 1937:
"Ny, Jaussaud, who has lived at the moulh of

f

Trrn T'wn



Alvaranio Ureel ginee The eighlics, says he has Jound evidence
of a dam acress Lhis creek jusl abave his ranch, aml trares of
a difch down the cight hanli, e zlso says Lhal gquije a few

Pile waler pipe were uneovered in the hoallom [ands on hig place
while plowing,

The Elevidion of The Hine of this old diteh indicates Und Lhe
point of diversion was somewhere below Adobe 7alls, and that
the dilch lod {o the upper beneh lands near Grantville, and nol
to Lhe alluvial flats on the north side of the moulh of Alvarado
Creel, There was no evidence found anywhere of a branch
ol this dilch, or any olhoer dileh, crossing o [he south side of
Alvarado Canyon, Al Lhe present time there is a very line
cienayga of four or five acres of meadow land in the lower end
ol thig valley, which is now used as a pasturce fur a dairy herd,
and lhere are alse continuous pools of standing water in the
Jower crech channel, There is also cvidence of several more
or less comparalively recent dilches which took LLis waler
across this meadow land to Lhe cultivated Jands below, '

9. WILIEN, CONNIE, Sjierra Club’ Files, ADODBRIE FAILS

CAMYQN, {his was a briefl sludy dane as a geography class prd_]'ecl, at C.5. U, -

probably done In 19869, page 3:

LI

Dr-, I"aul Ezell made an archeelogical study of Hie
arca seversl years ago,

e, 1PPaul Ezell, chairman of lhe Anihropology Deparlment,

nneovered artifacls of lhe Digoelio Indians in lhe Adobe Falls area, When inleresi

130 = . 1y



in ihe area bhrooghl the matler apain lo hig attenlion, M. Erell innde an

archenlngical sludy of the nrens hut could Tind no indjication of a major
Lhipueo gile, =ocu Alnehed Stalement prepared by Dey Panl 11 Tzl

G. FRRARY, Vrank 17, p]'op:;iel.or' of San Diego and Julinn

Clity Stagpe Line, NIARIES, Wednesday, Junc 14, 1876, and Sunday, Juiy 10,

1077, [ranl pagce of Niarics say San Licgo, Calilfornia:
"Wednosday June 14, 1876, Gol up abioul 7 this morning
alive wilh eur scalps on Lhe dag harked about all niphl

I think there was Indians aropnd., T.ots of folks herc

been going up to the fulls aboul 11 miles zbove here

0

have been B or T rigs wenl up, A, I Herion & 4 or
ladies & Capl. Wilcox and oiher rich San Dicgo Lloods.
Sunday, July 15, 1877, Went in swimming up to the Falls
with some boys Irom the Vienn ha.d a splendid swim
waler aboul 30 fi. deep one boy came near drownding
would have if it had nol been for me and anniher boy

jumping in stayed all night here, Jaclk Lhe bulldog gol

siricknine and died tonight. "

Palricia I&, Tenze

Pape IFour
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r
Prbiary Sonrces:

FRARY, FRANE P; DIAIIES, 1876 Jone 14 and 1877 Jaly 15. in files al
San Dicpo Hislorical Socicly, Serra Museum Library,

Secandery dourcgs:

YALLLS, research done for the San Diego

DAVIDSON, JONIN, ADONBI ]
1937, Vile #1173, San Divgo Historical Seciely,

Tvening Tribune, May 41,
Serra Musecum Library,

ENGELIIARDT OFFM, R, ZEPHYRIN, SAN DIEGO MISSION, Publisher
James I, Barry Co,, San Fraacisco, Calilornis, dated 1920, Vapes
148 and 149, Serra Museum Library,

GREEN, 17, K., manngeript, THIZ SAN DIECGO Q110 MIS5ION AL &
IRRTIGATION BYSTEM, waler studies made for Lhe Cily of San Diego, 19305,
pages 16, G and 56, Manuscript al San Diego Historical Socicly, Serra
Museam Librayy.

WILLEN, CONNIE, ADOBE FALLS CANYON, a sludy done as a
geoyraphy class project ol C 8 U, - 8. 1., probally done jn 10488,
Pape 3, Sierra Club Files, .

Imxhibils Atlached:

THESAN DILEGO UNION pape B-3, Saturday, May 25, 1968, Assemblyman
Pete Wilson, R-8an Dicgo, preoposes a plan for lhe developmenl of Adohe
Tralls as an hislorical pork,

TIHE SAH DIEGO) UNION - Readers Viewpoint, April 20, 10649, fHartan 1.,
Wilson recalls the good times lie had al Adebe IYalls, including the day

pround was broken for Son Niego Stnle College when everyone hiked down

ithe trail to a grove of sycamores at Adobe Falls for a barbecue, 1 have
tnlhed o Mr, Wilson and olhiers that were al e groundbreaking day barbecue,
hut so far ] have nol Jocated a pholo of this occasion,

HISTORICAL PHOTO COLLECTION, Tille ) nsurance and Trusi Company,
photo, Adube [falls, 1952,

Slatoment prepared lor Jislorical Siles Board, San Diego, California, by
Paupl i1, Ezell, professor, Deparimten of Anthropology, Califarnia Slale
Universily - San Dicgo,

Feporl on Mroposed Park et Adeobe Fallo-11/30/72. Prepured Ly
the Park snd Recrezlion Depariment, City ol San Dispgo.

o

4 Thole;ropha lelen el ddebe Fellp Februery 19, 1973, by Roberi &. Tonzo

Tty qn Wivn
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. ' REPOKT 04 TROTOSED PARK AT ADORE FALLS S

1 ’
RETENRR R
Yhe Clty has been nilemoting for several yeurs Lo pequire a park site in the subject
nrea, eilhoer by purchase o3 Jong-ierm lease,  There arc npproximately thirtty-seven
vweres pbt Adobe Foils whiich aprenr e Le sudleble Tov pork purposzs; thirty-1vo mcres
are ownod by Collfornio Slote University ot San Mepo, with opother five owned by
dwan Constructors, lnc./ﬂhrjﬁtjann Commuilly DBullders.

Cnlifornin State University ab Son Diego has bees nulhorized te lesse, not sell, o
portion of their property Lo ihe City fer a parlk. The University hus nlso been
nuthorized to trade n pariion of their properiy Lo Supn/Chiristizna for radiftional
perenpe Which can be besned Lo Lhe Cily. Snun/Chrstﬁmua 1s currcubkly proacessing

0 reyuest for Adobe Fadls Uolt Do, 2, a omlll-famdly duelling compluex Lo the wesl

et adjaeo et Lo the Stoetue propervly. The City hns roservoed opproxinalely Tive oeres

on Enun/ﬂhrjﬁtjana'ﬂ enbivision map; Lhe portion of ihat property remaining, follcving
Lhie Lredde, would be combined with thal Jersed frow’ the Btate. Perk fees nre avoilabde
jur scuuisition of the privabe screnge.

The leased jpoition ol the park would he ulillzed as o netural park; that porbion purchnsed
vould proviae for Bccess, pvarking, aAnd & plonic eren. The felloving maleriokl is
oxbracted Frowm the University's propessl for the nite's ntilizaticn, as approved by

Lhe Paik znd Rocreatleon Bosrd in 1970:

"1t 5 Lhe wich of San HHepo Siale Collepge thet Lthe Adobe Tnlls Fark
remain n semi-reiurel area which would be snitable for s limJ{icd
amonpl of environmental resesrch Lhnt conld de carrled cul by studenls
pnd racully. liovever, the College Commnity also cailsiders Lhat the
region would Le suitoble ns a "noturnl” community psrk. In orider Lo
aecomulisi Lhene purposes, Lhe folloving resiriptions and Tiwitalbions
should Be imposed end dmprovements complebed:

1. The wverk wvould remain baslenlly p wildlife srea wiih
hiking paths throwgh Lhe chaparral to provide wccess
1o 1he ponds, f6lls, ete. This wonld still permit
gorne ccological study ond rescarch to he carried oul
in the parh.

o, The river bed shovld Le cleared of foreigo watter
throughoul its course in the pork. |

The sewapge line constructed through the park bas left
grears on the landscape; lhesze should be reebifled in so
Inr ns possible.

10

L, Sone planting should be oceomeplished Bs 500N &5 possilble,
including lhe aren neor the bridge at the falls and come
grould resistant irees {such as ¥uenlyplus) mlong Lhe
coull Tence adjacent Lo Nighway 8.

S Two suall pools now exdst that serve aos a resting nrea for
n number of wildlowl, ducludiag mipgrating birds and o few
rare specles. These pools shoold be cxpunded lo mmall
nature ponds.

6. A semtl piende orca may be developed in Lhe flat JInnds on
Lhe westerly porlion of 1he park, A sll parking lot
adjacent Lo thiz pienic nrea chould le developed Lut chould

t e e 13 rreima Tay ommra e O cars.



T. lo wotorcyecles or mini-bikes should be permiited In Lhe pari.

1n order Lo provide pccess {oc Lhe parking-plenic nren fron exdsting slyeets, 1t
will he necessary La citber: (1) negotinte on exchunge wilh the developer
of vdjecent properly of npproximabely equal acreafe on o knoll nl Lhe northuenst
corner of the State College lond for A Tinger of 1nnd whieh compriscs lhe river
Ved region, nod uoned by {hot developer; or (&) yecowmend Lhnt the City of
San Diego purchaze the finger of land from the develaper, The inelusdon of ihis
Tinpger of Tand in Lhe park area will incorporute b Aesirable prea nnd provide
sceess from existing strects.”
The exchanpe would provide ooanore naturnl wesbern boundory for ihe park, and provide
for bellpr public weeis=s. The 1lsnd exchange hns not yel boen conswamalced, et baned
upon recent conversalions with the Slote and the develaper, jt appears lhat progiess

i5 eguin being made onb the matier.

T4 is felt that hdole Palls Park, os proposed herein, will sobisfy the necds of ihe

prea lor n recreationnl fpeility, ond nlso protect o valuolble natural resource.

Prepared by Lh= Parl enid
Recrealion Bepartlment
City of San Diego
11-30-72



ADONE A LIS - ADDITIONA L COMMIENTS

From Dr, Walley Iay Hepoer, The Sun NDicgo Hlatd College, The

il fiepgime 1835 - 1052, pgs. 54 - 56, Adobe alleg:

- e —

nphere s a much beloved and much used heauly spol & lew
bndeed fewt Trom Lhe campus affectionalely called Adohe T'alls, This

unusual formation wis Liardly more Lhan 25 Ly 70 Jeet in size, but the

slreamlet ran conlinuously throughoul the yoar {rickling nver an ouleropping

of rocks and houlders Torming pools of varying shapes and sizes, The

students expressed a desire Lo develop a four or five acre park around Lhe

Nails,

Only Difteen minutes [roam downlown San Diega Adobe TFalls has
N 2y,

beon ideseyiberd as auniguely pieturesgue and valvuable in ils wildness and

seclusion, A large number of Tacully and deparbments of the college have

for many years used {he Adohe IFalls site as 8 laboratory, and are redis-

cavering this land as one of Lheir mos! valued leaching aids.

] have talked with many of lhe Universily professors conlirming

ihe nse of Adehe IFalls as a laboralory sile by the Department of Hislory,

RBiolopy, Zoolopy, Bolany, Engineering, Geopraphy and Grology, Dr. Rebert

O'lBrien, (Goopraptiy), accompanicd me Lo Adoire Fulls on Febroary 7, 1073,

17e hag been aclive in an Adolbe Tralls Preservalion movement and had torned

over his Tiles Lo the Sierrn Club of San Dego before leaving for England,

Lr. Alyena Slorm, (Gropraphy), retired, direcled me lo the Department’'s

collection ol Topographical Maps and Aerial Pholos, ¥r. Blorm indicated



since she visited Adobe Falls as a girl in 1013, thercmay he lilerary

material in early perjodicals, skelebes or paintings to be found, She saiil

cotne af thuse who eame lo Sap Diepgn were pol a pioneer fringe, bul pooels,

wrilers, arlisls - aesthelics, who mny have recorded a visit to Adoboe "alls,

Farly photographs scem non-exisient duce in the following: Turn

of lhe cenlury cameras were combersome, popuilar access o Adobe Falls

required a trolley ride lo e end of Atlams Avenne, a lonpg hike down

Mahogany Canyon, throualy Yonng's Uaves, downa precipilous decline o

Lhe Alvarade Canyan and stream,  An all day [amily outing required the

crrying of onfy essenijol supplies.

Mrs. Frances Harvey, (Holany), relired, said thal the larger

palms at Adobe Falls were planied in 1934 by Dr. Myrlie Johnson, {Bolany],

now deceansed,

Or. Dudley Preslon, (Bolany), said an ecology vhange was

glfected al Adobe Tralls following Dr, llepner's alleration of the Litlle Murray

Dam,
I'r, Baylor Brooks, {Geology), sec allached letier daled

Februnry 20, 1973, stales thal lhe grey volcanic rocks exposcd at Adobe [Falls

sireamline and nbove ere the oldesi rocks exposcd in San Nicego County. He

gays Lhat streams do nol often malke right angle lurns, and lhis one does,

targely because the Black Mounlain Volcanics arc joinled and slightly faulled

in places which gives o patlern which the stream lollowed. Until recent
[reewny construction, three of these turns could be scen, Now, only onc
remains, and thal is in the area of the IFalls.

D, Nichard L, Threct, (Gieology), staled that the Adaobe Falls

rock eomposile are the Black Mountain (or Santiago Peak) volcanics of Lhe

Jurassic Age and Friare Formalion, which is pale preen sandslone and

mudstone of the Bocene Ape,



The wild avray ef animals thoal inbahil the canyon are slil

unlisted,
The Adobe Folls strcam originales Trom many sources,

including vne fork of Take Murray, one fork from Zasl La Mesa, frem Hie

Helix and Lakesile arcas, and (he Graossmonl Samimit,
Cily walrr records document hal a covenanl was made allowing
a measured amounl of waler Lo be released Irom Morray Dam each monih.

The qualily of wiler has been questioned from Lime Lo lime., The County

Health Depavtment analyzed the wat er al the requesl of Dr. Waller R, Hepaer,
and Teund il 1o be contaminaled, Since that time, exceplionally severs

starms have fooded the site, and now the walers of Lhe eascading lalls and

erysiat clear pools are withoal odor. A current invesligalion may prove

there is no longer 2 condilion of pollution,

The atizched Chain of Tille neccessarily Lo _'r-ni.".a[es in 1041
when San Diego State Collepe acquilirzd ihal portion of Lol 67, Rancho Migsion,
City of San Diego, Counly of fan Diego, Stale of Californin, from Madge
Blunl Waring. Title {o portions of Lol 67, Rancho Migsion, now owned by
Chrisliana Builders was transferred in 1923 by M, Iall and Georpe Herrizon

to Bruce Waring, State of California Division of Bighway Rights of Way have

nol been researchad by me,
When Lhe Adobe Falls survey is completed, I will be happy to

provide a comnplete Chain of ‘T'itle and legal properly deseriplion,

Respectlully submilled,

Mary IF, Wurd
Rescarech Cormnmittee,
City ol San Diego,
Historic Site Board
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INFEg y977 ' p-3 . o : : .
; down the stairs and through the tum

THE COUNCIL has voled (g “HORSES USED to water
spend §61,000 (o acquire what there on the way ta Julian,"
was described s e *'ta) Milliken ndded. He sald i1 is ,
water” area by Moson Milliken assumed the folls are spring fed

L5§er the Ig

i HMyougnion remote nmarking
ol at San Diegn State Univer-
:' sity, walk down some stairs and

j B0 through n large tunnel under ‘
: Inlerstpte 8, you will lind some af the County Park ang becouse there is waler there

virtually hidden waterfalls and Recrentfon Department, year-earound.
It wlll be & resource-bosed The cily's general plan,

- The urea; Adobe Fﬁ]]s, Is

scheduled to become a park pite, ~ park,' Milliken said, *'ihe

resource being Adobe Falls adopted in 1972, showed the site

ijnnds.
|

and the Son Diego City Council
-has nuthorized e city atiorney
fv acquire o portion of the site

hrough condemnation

He =nid there are five or 5ix
walerfalls sbout six feet high

as o park.

The Navajo plan also showed
the area os a park, and

—_— e a e . -

[pceedings. and severnl ponds Jelnlng them.

requested that i be dusignated
lI‘_:a.-; such as soon gs possibile,
+ Milliken sajd, - :

H
.

! THE ADORE Falls site js ¢
betwean Woring Road gnd
College Avenue pnd between
Interstate § ang Del Cerro.

[4

i/ Milliken sait “nequisition of
- tall waler' sipsvonld provide

. 'reasonable public heeesst g i
v the site. . -

-




eity. 1t would seem only falr to have
both sldes listened 1p In the resuit of
.an lhnpasse, and kave an nentral
arbilralor help make (he declsion,
Tam a {ireman, and 3 member of
* the negotlaling team for our fire.
| men's assoclatlon, and the word
" slrike leaves o bad {aste In my
" mouth. But (o P all power Ix thp
! hands of 2 elly sl right. Write to
| Your congresstnan ard Senator, Tej
him you're in Iavar of arbltratjon,
not strikes,
. . JEFFNEY CARLE
N ’ Escondldg

Adobe Fa”s

I liked the hendiing "Collector
i Plan Faces Obslactes” an the ariie)e
i (Nov. 20} aboul the proposed splar
! energy collector for San Diegd Slate
1 Unlversity, plamed for Ihe ares
}' Lehind the homes on Are Drive n
¢ De} Cerro, Hopefully, the plan faces
Insurmeuntabie obstacles. Nol the
least of whieh ig e problem pf
‘ Ingress and BETCSS [rony the area,
bolh wowld be from College Avenue
between Dgj Cerro Bomevard and
the access Tamp (0 Inlerstate §
; Wesl, treating a traffic hazarg
} there.
Tons of earih and rock would hsve

——Qur Readers Write T |
o Falls Naitral pary ;Its app.rnv;sd:ln' .

T 250w /
to be re-arranged g the site In ordey
to build a reag, malntenance butg-
ing and the fay concrele surface (hat

.+ Would sopport [he 200,000 square fool

chrome mirrors, e slze of
A major grading

field of
four football fle)ds.

project such as this would be g .

disasler for t)e nearby Adabe Faj)s,
Adobe Falls could ngi sirvive anpth.
er attack. The pools below (he fajls
are still clogged with bouiders from
when Inerstale § wag pul in,

Since thal tme Adobe Falls has
been desigmated pp Historie Site by
the San Dlego Historle Sites Board
and has a right (g
Mary Mittn warg and I did Ihe
Tesearelt necessary for g lo be sp

esignated. We foung that Ms magt
historicaily significant featyres were

thal Il was used 553 primitive waler )

surce by the Dleguenp Indians. Also
a5 a souree of waler for the Misslun\
Kitchen pardens between 1795 ang
1816. In 1818 the Padri bam any
aguaduet syslern wag completed,

be prolecied. Mrs.

SDEU could pul the solar Cherpy :

colleclors atop fts pew parking ga.
rage and on other bulldings near the
boiler house, There 1g

this project should
prevent the people of

be alloweg tp
San Dlegp ang

N0 reason hat -

SISU students from enjoying Adope , !'

the Navajo Community Piap, This is
the only natural waterfa) tn the city
of San Dilegp. The surrounding
rocks, Black Mountain volcanies arp
the oldest recks EXposed at surfape
In the county, |
Friends of Adobe Falls pleass
wrile {o your councilman, Navajo
Community Planners and lo Trevor
Colbourn, 1he 5DSU'S acting presi.
denl and jet ithem know ol your
objertlons to this project.
PATRICIA E, TRAZE
San Diego

H
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‘Adobe Falls’ Memories 1

A new slgn en Alvarndoe Free-
way polsts enst snd  states:
“Adobe Falls"

To mest San Diepans the slgn
Is a surprise, if they even hother
to read It, lor few know of a

alle” 5o rlose to settled areas

Tl 1o “old {lmers” who prew up
In San Dlege the sign stirs mem-
orics of bovheod wonders.
Adabie Falis was the mecca of
San Diepo youngsters In the days
hefore Stale College was erecled
on Its present site, nnd only o
virtue! yjlderress lny  belwecn
ihe end of the old 335 T slrest ear

lne snd the {own of La hiesa.

ACCESS CUT O0I'F

Adobe Falis lies In a narrow,
rocity gorge behind Slaie College,
but access from thatl direetlon
Nas been cut off by construce
tlon of Alvarado Freeway. Slaie
College sindenis made 1 plenle
prounds put ol the {alls area, un-
{1t the Wghway was buill.

But It 1s to 1he old {imers that
Adobe Falls brlongs.
“The narraw "5 canyon known
ps Adobe Falls spills Inte & small
valloy which in turn flows inlo
Mission Valley at the foot of the
Alvarado Frecway. A

Scepape water from the Mur-

¥ny reservoir bosin flows Inle the|

ranyon, tumbling aver an erup-
tlon of boulders, ercailng, In wel
vears, three swimming lieles ond
a talls. Whater has ran through

this porge since {lme {mmemerial|

and the lower boulders, some as
bip ns small bouses, hove been
worn sioeth as glass by the con-
stant flow, ;

FOOL DISAPPEANIS -~

At one place, near ihe cenler of
the rocky gorpe, rocky e up
atmost 30 fect high, creallng 8
waferfall which tumbles inte
guiel, partielly shunded pool,

But the olg fzvorile swimming
linle was higher up the gorge, but

undernealh  dirt npd boulders
spilled from the construcllon of

{he Irecwny. )

In the vld days, ns Iong-time
residents ke to say, young San'
Diego found In Adobe Talls the
kleal "happy hunling ground.” T|:||
reach It was an adveniure

ids, with overnighl packs ont
Iheir Backs, hlkett over the hilis)
and then wonder of wonders,
wallted  omd crawled through!
caves in chalk ciiffs, known as,
Young's Caves, now rlosed by dy-
namile blasis. i

DANGER RECALLED |

The caves were cut lhrough
ore of the hllls on the route to
the falls. i

Adpbe Fulls was the favorlic
carnping spol for Doy Scouts and
other legs [ormzl bands of kids:
They slept on lezf-pacied beds an’
toulders and lsicned, under the
stars, (o the sofl sound of Ilow-
ing waler. )

In the day, clothes were donned
only to escape lhe sun or al the
warning ery of o laoktoul And
there was an element of danger,
ton. Rattlesnakes, Few were seen,’
but you never knew, Indlans
were Jong slnve pone, so there
had lo be soine Unscen enemy. J

it now seems to have disappeared
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| Geology Talks, |
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By Miseiin
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B:rnia . Stale

-

» dre the remnants of a waierfall

: dans,

Trips'Starfed

FLIn the caryon” below' Call.| -
Unversity,’ San
fego, fust narth of Injersiale g/ :

fince | well-known -1o dan Die-|:
:

J-+ During the

1920y and '30s fhe

{ malerfoll w
+ 8118, One w
it was'lo ridp

sireetear 1p

85 a favorite picalc)’
ay peaple got there| -
Abe Adams Avenie|:

the end vl the line

fn Kensington,

then hike to 1he

tafls  vin

Misgion

Val-

a0 &
Bnoay |
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Ayoar

MOLIEL 31

fey—carying. a wHermielon 1a
rool in the sireqn,

: The Talls .werp  knnwy as
, Adnle Falls, 2 misnomer be-
Cause the precipitnus rocks ex-

Husml by the siream that once
Hoed thrvuph the conyon are
: snlidl hasat, .
¢ The rocks arp nolable, from a
standpoint of eary, scirnce, buo-
v cause they are amnng he apty
videpnies surfacing i Lhe west-
- &rn parl of {he chunly.
Mare fmpnriant, perhaps, s
"1hal the racks give pvldence of

he diversily wy gewlopy (o bef:

fund 1n the hinteyland eyond
ihe succession yf a1, mnripe
lerraces pear shore,

s as i nwaiure fachinned
the, area ntn 3 cmnpileie kibo-
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ridary for the esrn scienlist, ! -
complele with mlnerat fraves,' ;

carthquake sears, anlecedent'
rtvers, lossil heds, sphmarine
SCanyots and seores il nther
classic terresicial foatures.

- Wnlortunatety, many San Iip..
gans lack (he

tinn nf these winders.
The Muscum nf Natural His.
"Mory In Bathoa Park Is nitempt-
ing 10 help close this pap by
providing a concise series nf
v+ leclures and fjpld Irips civering
+ Lhe geology and paleontolngy of

P ihe county, i
' " The Serles began lasl week
:and meefs al 7 jn1 Wednes-
Ydars in the Bluserm Audilo-

Jium. -
¢ § Fuluve sessions th the course
* will caver minerale g mining
“dn the area, the coasial zane,
i gjn\'r:lupnmnl of the cwmrrent
i dandscape, environmental geu-
i fogy and maring geolngy, .
T The (iest ol Gy pe whi-day field
\ irips Is planngg Salyrday in ihe}

fnrromn arena
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FAREWELL ADODE FALLS

By Fronk E:. Gupdar of Escondide

J‘&ngl‘hurd:é };}”'-‘. ‘u;ied under
Jeh§iplfroc) arit=Roon n sup-
‘e bRy (hE ettt U, S, 6D

directiyraverfihat sife near
n SBlale CollegéyYes, Adobe
fOheo hove

i
58n Ii
Fallhssrgone, Focithds
bEEI?:"I_ILlhe areatfor ger cen-
lun“'ffgr_".mure, lhls'm'rm%w the dizap-
Doarng g.of a well-loved, landimark,
anoth E?]ink with the' past wiped
out by the March of Progress.

In the'early part ol this cenlury,
a5 I remember reading in_publica-
Hans oi that peried, Adobe Falls was
exilelled as one of the scenic alirac-
Hons of the SanDiego atea Through-

11 the horse and buggy days, it was
i lavorile - piendc} spol, Families or
Eroups ol friends well supplied with
hige baskels!ol; food, would drive
vuti there Ig'spend the doy. In spring
and enrly summer, there was plently
of pruss Jfortthe horses In fhe little
valley below the [alls, and there was
water fn *the' glream for them lo
drink, i

The falls (hemselves were silu-
aled in a small rocky amphithester
oh an adobe hillside. A silvery
thread | of water  cascaded  down
thiough 1.}{l tocks and dropped clear
fur v feiwwf{t¢t-dnto a sparkiing pool
below. All around was a funlastie
jumble of rocks, even in the bollom
of the.poolgifsell which wns guite
deep, T%Q’;,\»{%le:wns usually as clear
as crysinl except immedialely sller
a4 sltorm. Then there was a preat

roaring pnd dashing of water through

the narrof¢fprssageways,
. For many years Adobhe Falis leld
s popularily, but with the coming
ol the autamobile, plenic parlies be-
gan 1o lravel.farther aficld lo siles)
in the foothills ond mountsins. The)
fulls were lef{ {o the boys, and how!
they revelled in their heritape. Byt
ery Saturday snd every Sunday in’
early spring, and every daoy during
summer vacation, boys gathered
there, coming Ly twos and threes,
or even in Isyfer-greups that had
hited out from the eily or ridden
oul an {heir bicycles. .
Swimming was the order of the
day, and bathing suils were laughed
2l. The popl was big envugh and
deep enoupgh for swimming, but i
had many dangerous features. Sharp:
rocks julted out from the sides and
up from {he hotiom; the rocks of thel
bollom slaped at 8l] angles so they
offered no fooling, and there were
narrow cracks between tocks where
a careless giver's foof 'might hecome
wedged. It,was nopploce.for the
timorous "swimuner- nor, for “waders,
bul dewn siream therawere shallow
pools for wading. There -was one
large level rock justabove the level
oi the waler,,_und_}l;{;r:i_th boys
used lo sireleh themiselvesfin the
sun lo dry before’ . donning . their

"-i-l_nd in .l;prlng. pools of waler in ihe

clothes for the.return io San Diego. !

in lhe 1820's, Adcbe.Falls ayas Lie
inecra of many . Boy IScoul pilprim-
ages, Starting fromimeetingsplaces
in East Ssn Diego,or, from,the cend
of the old AdamsjAvend: b:nr Jing
troops  would:® hikesdowhiathrough
Msahogany Canyon avherg Fairmount
streel exlensipnanimg Mewn’ o Mis
sion - ValleyH-Theyd sdodldsiusually
turn east up: ¥Young's«Gaye! Conyon,
and in the dn'i«l:efur{?,‘{l’;}ﬁe were
dynamited by police; *might * make
thelr, way thrp g"-[ these dorl pas.
sages 1 sure'thA Alléy had Al reliable
guide, who would not losa,hls way
Then farther nlonp there was'n sleep
climb fo the lop pf tnesn,where oflen
Lherg were Jienparons rat . burrows

ow places thal were leeming with

nolywogs, yalnfe g “
When thetr if: gmntéﬂgﬁhg“adge
of the meshy;

down — ongis. ¥ igple
gradual dn?}cs[;,g{m AMmE TF Bn?pq,
the olher,._%gnjwugrpg\g"gpgi! [y
Thiz was j\presipify un,;,_dlpe;i pute
down the uﬁt.gvi‘l):.».mnny nignse
rocks to raple ypeertain,{ooﬂng. i
offered ;r“rq}; ignge , which “muny
boys necedted with plee and vied
wilh cach dther to see whe could
reoch e boltom first without o fall.
There were many spills wilh resuli-
Ing scralches, bruises, and abraded
places, After the Devil's Slide there
was bul a short hike along the val-
Iey floor (o the fnlls,

What happy days the boys spent
there; whal lales were spun as they
lljny streiched pul on the {lat rovk to

.

But this boyhood idyll could not
continue forevér. Iy 1000 work was
underway on the new buildings for
San Diego Stete College on the mesa
just sbove, Adobq Falls, No longer
was it o secluded _sn.ngglm for boys

Py 0 51‘5}1-! LFUBYS5

only, and ils glamour, begen lo fade.
Then, In a few yenrs, 315, 80 koifed
lhrough bﬂlweer\l the,collége and the
{alls, and the lnst of ji€ plemour was
gone. Whal' had® béed~ a . secluded
scenic spol in the chaparrel had be-
rome just a puddle in the rock be-
side 1he road. Now even that is cov-
ered deep with rocks ond earth. Yes,
Adobe Fnlls is gone, but it will con-
linue to exist in the memories of
many of us untl]l we, loo, come lo
the end and buried under earth.

T o, .83 4 Ao S
Toew /559
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SAN DIEGO COUNTY PLACE NAMNES

No. 165--ADOBE FALLS
sk

Thise ie the modern name for a favorite nearby plenlcking
place in Aﬁ&arado Canyon below Murray Lake near La Mesa Height.
An gbundance of spring flowers and loﬁg-laéting verdure have
always been attractlons to dravw Boy and Oirl Scouts and nther
hikere, in eplte of the reputed dens of rattleenele colonies in
the neighborhood. Since San Diego State College began bullding

on the south side of the canyon the populariity of Adobe Falls

hﬁe greatly lncreased.

F. E. Green, engineer, in hls fine study of pioneer water
worka 1n whet 1s now Ssn Dlego County, "The 3an Dlego 014 Mie-
8ion Dam and Irrigation System," mentlons this plece:

"The Mlseion Ditch on Alvaredo Oreek

"A totel of about nine hundred feet of this ditech is still
in evldence mt verious placee slong thls creek. The source of

the water supply for this dlteh was & spring flowilng several




-

miners!' inches above what is now known as Adobe Falls, about
two miles up the canhort from the San Diego River. One of the
mein romds from San Diego to El Calon in the early days went
up this canyon so &8 to water the horses et thils epring. Ths
vicinity B} this epring also wes a Tavorlte oampiﬁg ground for
the sheep herders. Thle may have besn the spring which was
discovered by the Fathers 1n 1795, and from which they speak
of bullding & aitch.

"Mr, Jauesaud, who has 11ved at the mouth of Alvarado
Creek slnce the elghties, says he has found evidence of a dam
ecroes this creek Jjust sbove his mneh, and traces of a dltech
down the right bank. He mlso says thet quite a few tlle water
pipe were uncovere@ In the bottom lande on his place while plow-
ing.

"The slevation of the 1llne of this old diteh indicates
that the polnt of divareion waB pomewhere below Adobe Falls,
end thet the ditch led to the upper bench lande near Qrantville,
and not to the alluvial Tlats on the north eide of the mouth
of this diteh, or any other ditch, crossing to the south sids
of Alvarado'canhon. At the present time thers 1s a8 very fine
clenaga éf four or fi?e acree of mesdow land in the lower end
of thle valley, which 18 now used as pesture for a dalry herd,
and there are elso continuous pools of standing water 1% the
the lower creek channel. Theré ia mleo evidencs of Beversl
nore or leas comparatlyely recent ditches which tock thie wster

pcroas this memdow land to the cultiveted isnde below,*




st TERLE

The 1ete Lena B. HunBloker hes left these notee:
#Jjust below the falle several fine clumps of tules have

grown up; encouraged bY the moisture that will collect smong

the rocks when the run-off from the dam ebove 18 mllowed to

flow down the valiey.

A pumber ol years &0 {about 1921 I should Eay) B Near

tragedy was prevented here. Miss Elilzabeth Mannlx who I

believe 1 the pgraon sending down the warning tells me ths

story. It cecemd thrnt one day a party of denl mutes were enjoy-

ing & picenle here, when guddenly the party with whom lise M.

wae nt the top of the clAf{ above the canyon saw the water

ruohing dovn the oanyon. Rushing down Bhe warned, not without

difficulty of the on=-coming peril. Fortunetely they were mede

to understand and hurried up to safe ground higher up."

water that escapes from Murray Dam contributes the maln

gtrezm of the Talls. Tradltion end geologilc evidence Bhow

that thie water has Dbeen running for thousands of yeare. The

pPreeences heresbouts of singe of Indien occupation lend point

also to the statement that an ancient eprlng oT gpringe T1llled

the pool ehove the ceacsde, untll, overflowing, the water

gpllled over the great tumble of rocks.into, the lower pool -

a coocl, deep; delightfal gwimming hole for éeneratlons of

Indien boys a8 well as of our own youngsters. High rock

wglls freme this basin sugizesting & minor cateclymnE in eons

paet; suggesting plpo young swimmers' puch deslred privacy.




NATURE'S RETREAT FOR KIDS |
+|Days Of Suilless Swimisfig At "Dobie Falls
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It's Just the same iodny 55 when Judge Griffin (rlghl) and Judge
Terry (Ieti) used fo paddle back and forih acress {he “ol’ swimmin'
hole,” However, ibere's some sort of order out now {hei neobody.
goes swimming witheuf balhing sulis, but Eahm, The Sun’s phelog-
rapher, "snuclk vp" and cavght pome of 'the Jlads who "forgot” io
B . v Wear nmy, e ” — -

;

l

!

%

|

I
ek

ey

:
i
T i

NI A T,
:;" MACAVIEY {-. N L



e e

JRETERYE

i
!

— -
\
i
!
.

State ‘Coliege “Crowds In

On Ancient Camp

_ Groun

d

5

1

L

ming Ind}

helght

d of Indians

Dy RICHARD TOLRADE
nplher Moture went to w ot of

{Fouble thousands of YEATS ngo— |
rocking the earih, spiitiipg nsun-
der bulging pranie Riils, spouting |
glont bonlders—io meke n swell
swimmln® hole for kids. I

And then,
nd do?
He spread

o-lfoot lobs,

oul roads.
, And—worst of all—iarced the
kids inlo bathing sulls

1 0ld Times Recalled

1{ you hnve, ever gone swim-
sn-fashion, hop-skip-
ping over baked rocks ihe sun
palnting your body zn itehing red
—end what kid husn’b—yuu'll
Siknow what 1t s ke to go swim-
ming in the old swimmin' hale,
cled In o bathing sull,

by posh, whal did,
'SLnI.E Collegé bulld-

Ings atop the over-hanging hill,
cut wp the

mese and sold It In
butlt houses, shaved

S

So, everything has chnnged out

at Adobe Fnlls,

Nestled in o liny, naIrow can-

cge, Adobe

.Here, In

But the 1

siides ownY to the

norih from the rear of State Col-

Tnlly 1s o tumbling

mnss of gronile Toeks which, In
one spob above B pool of placid,
running woler, rise  fo & ElleeT
of 50 Teel. '
Hids .In Laost Stand

{hls rtocky, exciling,
gully, o relelively fpw boys of Ensk
Snp Dlego and Lo Mesk nre mak-
Ing ibe losk sland of kids npelnst
the advance of the monster “de-
velopment.”

ast lne of defense 1s

a barrer of bnibing suits]

_Wenrlng of Lathing sulls §5 the

order of the dny-—\he badges of
stow relreab,

Judge Harkd Back
1L wns differenb 25 yesrs nEo—

figure, Ir

asie Judge Lloyd B, Griifin. Adobe
Fells was still the perpdise of boys
10, 11 yenrs ago whet Police Judge
Clnrenee I, Terly hiked over dusly
{hifls Lo remeh the cRAYon and
cnmn overnight, :

pmember Adobe Falls"

sald Judge Griffin, “1've hiked out
Lhers maoy o thne. We used Lo
dig coves somewhere near there.
We nlwnys thoughfwe Were reelly
put in ibe wilds when we traomped

to the Falls”

No Oampering Clothes

vgverybody swam without sults,”

el g e

———

Mroperty of
SAN DIEGO HISTORICAL S0G

sold Judge Terry. »1t wos n resl
sdventure in those ¢nys 1o hike
over the Jong irail out there, $irsh
pssing {hrough Young's Coves,

t

whieh were dug put. ns lunneis-

{hirough challe nills by np oid Te-
cluse named Young,” .
Adohe Folls vms tho goal of nll

| complog trlps in yenra pong hy.

Heoarly . BVETY prominent person
who prew up in Son Dicgn has
dived into the rock-cup ponls of
water. ]
Curtsed By Progress
For scores 0] Years it. was the

{zple property of boys. Then came

Lhe development of ihek sectlon of
gapn Diego, the buliding of Sinto
College, ond the plans tu moice the
fnlls a “come-on” for rond estate
saled, o oo

Poys decamped, A Jew remaln,
They wear bathing sulls. ‘Blate

for lunch. Resldents of the dls-
irlck Tido io ihe gully in putos tn
plenie.
No Privasy Left
1f you enenk behind = boulder,
discerd your oGuib Jor & quick

lplunge, - Jook putl “Here they

come,” Js ihe warplng cry from
ine boy guerd statloned ptop B
boulder.

Shucks, a Tellow's gol 10 rivac
left nt all'. r Y

The pleluresque Falls sre fed
by ceepage [rom  Murrey Dam,
siiusied upstrenm. The wnler

[P S .

ples over rocks, worn smooth bY
countiess years of rupning water,
ond reaches the mein fells,

Here the slream slipa hetween
rocks and drops 30 Tect inlo n pool
of woter. Three sides ol {the nool
are bncked with steep rock clifis,
At ihe south cnd, lhe water

yon 1o the &£
. Jndlans Camped Tlero
A volcanic dlsturbnnee, On

uphecavel, musl have formed Adobe
Folls mAny \housands of years

tered over s roeks, pounded meal
in crude bowls ground In boulders,
sprawlied on nelyral iobles snd
peked in the sum, dronk of Ms

Collego students might drop down i

irickles in = popl G Llhe north

end of Lhe enhyon, ond Hhen tum- |

slides oul n DAYIOW gpitimny nnd |.
continues its Tun do¥n the cun-

earthgueke, or some other violent |

ngo. Cenlurles ngo indlens patb- i

——rn

:

=

wiieTs. . w

Snn Diege Dbnys reallstichll¥, iy - = e T

mimiced their Indlan forertnners iy

for scores of yenrs, And then {y [

fences, benehes, trash cans, end 50 | St sy

li‘orth, tor tumily plenies, ¥ R

T - — it f
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T Adobe Talls are below' the Murfy'Dum neor La Mesa Hightae

t‘and ‘aTe located in what is;knownjﬁs}ﬂlvarado Canyon. : :
. Do i N M ' .

G -
e 1

“Yipnig has for many ﬁeﬂrslbeen o favorite plenicking spot
)

for hilkers, the oountry'an spring abounding in mony varietles

i of wild Tlowers. 3

. ihe Doy Scouts havo & well worn tr 11 here ond often uss
> this trail. ’ ) o T

i Just below the f£ells several fine clumps of tules heve
¥ @groOwn up, encouraged Ly the molsture that willl colleot omong
2. the rocks when the run-off from the dmam above is allowed fto

. f1nw fown the :a@iley.

-ears ono {about 1921 I should BAY) 8 near

?ﬁs A number of
¥ tregedy wos prevented herc. Mise Elizabeth bennix who I -

y

0.

: “believe is the person sendiny down the warning tells me the Joae
.Il Sh ]

iistoryn 1t seems thet ons dsy a perty of deaf mutes were en jo- AL

“ ying & plenic here; when suddenly the party with whom IMlses Mui

m“Jwas gt the top of the clifrf .obove the canyon saw the weler :
' rushing down the cunyon. Rushing down she warned, not with=i
v out,difficulty of the on-coming peril. Foriunately they were:
" made to understand end hurried up to safe pround hipgher up.””

}LWarningfsignsnnlongfihia*oanymn said_ihat“oocusiQna}ﬂy“the
Cerov P tif i aqa < ba-® o e f
J

-

X :‘_!:?3 g 2w .r_-~.. B !
F'Efg£§§ﬂ75 Ms. on the Mission Dam and Agueduct:

yaingﬁyiTha;Miséion Ditch on Alvarasdo Creek ... The source of
the water supply for this ditch was a spring flowing several

miners' inches above what is now known as Adobe Falls, about

{wo miles up the cenyom from the Sen Diego Fiver. One of

the main roads from San Diego to L1 Cajon in the garly days went

up this eanyon so &8 fo water the horses at this bpring. The

vieginity of this spring also wats & Tevorite camping ground

Tor the sheep herders. This may have been the spring which

wss dlscovered by the Fathers in 1795, and from which they

{  speak of building & diteh....
g ”1 The'pﬁiﬁi elevation of the line of this old diteh indicates
.7 that. the point of diversion was somewhere below Adobe Falls, and

" that?the ditch led to the upper bench lands near Grantville and
! the north gide of the mouth of |

not to the =lluvisl Tflats’on

i,

l"ufarado' Creek. ,.;
oy

T,




Adobe Falls

For the [irst ten years of the Third.Repime there was a

beloved and much used beauty spot a few hundred [eet from the

northeast edge of the campus. It was affectionately called

"pdobe Falls." Here a very small stream trickled over an out-

cropping of well rounded rocks and boulders and formed pools of

varylng shapes and sizes. This unusual formation in a sage-

covered waste was hardly more than 25 by 70 feet in size, but

the streamlet flowed continuously throughout the year.
The students expressed a desire to develop a four or

five acre park around the "Falls" so that recreational oppor-

tunities could be extended. HNo funds during those early

economically pinched depression years were available for

purchase of the potential park., Off and on over a period of

several vears the President appruached the owner of most of the
land adjeining the campus suggesting how appreciative students

and faculty would be if a three to five acre plot were made avail-

The owner was interested

them for their Adobe Falls Park.

=8 able ro
5EES -
mgg % in transferring title but not as a donor!
cC.a 5
S50 8 F _ . .
o~ Time passed. Hard times continued. Eventually an agent
.z'g.g
o o Mlégig . , .
£ n Q& 3 approached the President with the statement that the title to the
E
e 2 g.g a 1 s - .
=B i owner's large holding of land was becoming clouded by the accumu-
S 1o
@
. EEJ . . .
":E‘b lation of delinguent taxes on the unpraductive property, that
]
) our interest inm Adebe Falls was known, and that il the President

Rep- -
Spec ;.
Arcl,

all the apprepriate procedures in

Lk
e

could and would arrange

54




Sacramento the Collepe could have the Adehe Falls and all the
additional land needed to equal in yalue the amount of delinguent
taxes~about $2,200. What a surprise! What a boon!

Subsequent action resulted in the acguisition of Adobe
Falls and about 76 acres of land. Some of this land extended
about three-fourths of the distance across the valley floor on
the north side of the campus.

The idea of a park expanded into a "dream" of a lake for
fresh-water swimming and for sun-bathing on an artificial sandy
beach. This development raised the question about the quality
of the water since its source had been unknown. The County Health
Department analyzed the water at our request and found it Lo be
contaminated. The President, Business Manager and Chief Custodian
took z truck trip up the canyon over a rocky trail, since there
were no reads., 1t was a roupgh unhappy exploration! The Lrickling
sparkling water of beautiful Adobe Talls was the effluent of
dozens of cesspocls installed alenpg the several miles of canyon
rim!

Three thing have helped to ease our disappointment: (1)

A year or two after our discovery of pollution the flood water of
an exceptionally severe storm completely destroyed Adcobe Falls;
(2) = considerable acreage of the newly acquired land has been
utilized for College purposes; (3) more recently the College is

in the process of acquiring very expensive additional land on the



couth side of the campus by utilizing something over 2 million
dollars of value from the land that extends across the valley
and not used fer the current freeway-
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- Adobe Falls - Our
City's Forgotien Park

First in-a Series
By R: Maude Madsen
Bombarded by boulders from freeway const
ravaged by raging rainwater, invaded by a polluling
line and marred by graffiti and yenrs of neglect, Adob:
- - Open Space Parl; is crying for help. This series wil ]
* its picturesque past, the present state of affairs,
+" hopes for the future. -
Relatively few people in modern San Diegoare:
of Adobe Falls although it is included in the Navajo
munity Plan as an open space park. Its time of glor
-+ during the pre-World War II days before therush of g
and development. Thanks to the efforts of Patricia
the park's staunchest supporter, and the late M:
Ward, who did extensive research on its history, .
Talls in 1973 was designated as Historical Site No.
the City of San Diego's Historical Site Board Reg
Adobe Falls boasts the only natural waterfall withi
I RPRTe R PO SIS TR breEF A e rndo
yon which have been proposed for the park, whic
~ north of Interstate 8 and west of College Avenue. Tj
. two acres 6re owned by San DiegoState University an
+-~ncres have been designated by the City for the park
-.~ status of a lease agreement between the University a
- City and acquisition of the five acres from the develop
tbe multi-family housing project 1o the west are m:
- " still tobe resolved. Let'sreflect first on the history of £
- FB]]S. it ;,"

One of the most poignant descriptions of the are
R St : written by historian and author Richard Pourade
Phoio: Clly of SeaDiego  1mn for the San Diego Sun on September 7,
Little known and hard io reach Adobe Falls has . "Nestled in a tiny, narrow canyon, which slides away -
been a treasure for many in the center of a bnsy - north, from the rear of Siate College, Adobe Falls
tumbling mass of granite rocks w
= o Lure sLuuy area and ooy in one spot above a pool of p
“eootm aend dha oaras far many running water, risetoasheerhey

50 feet.,..Adobe Falls was ihe g
all camping Lrips in years gon
! Confinued on pP?
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& FALLS, coni'd from front page
/ €very prominent person whoe grew up in San Diego has dived int
‘cup pools of water, For scores of years it was the sole property of Lhe
en came the development of that section of San Diego, the building of,
s0llege, and the plans to make the falls a ‘come-on' for real estate dev

"The picturesque falls are fed by seepage from Murray Dam, sitr
upsilream. The water triclles in a pool at the north end of the canyon, angd
tumbles over rocks, worn smooth by eountless years of running water,
reaches the main falls. Here the stream slips between rocks and drops 3¢
into a poal of water, Three sides of the pool are backed with sieep rock dljff
the south end, the water slides out a narrow spillway and continues its run g
the canyon to the sea.”

Since Pourade's 30's deseription of Adobe Falls has come the consiruc
of Interstate 8 which encroached on the canyon and litiered the ares »
beulders. Then, of course, the infamous sewer line which brought Adobe Fa}
the ailention of the public when iis manhole cover was dislodged Spev
millions of gallons of sewage. A contractor is working around the clocl (s I
the line under 1-8. .

The information provided when designating it as an Historical Site in 1
staled that artifacts reveal that —— — — = )

Adobe Falls was used by Digueno
Indians and was a primitive wa-
ter source, as well as a prime !
water souree for the Mission and
for the piongers of San Diego. :

In addition 1o its use as a
recreation site by residents of San
Diego since its earliest days be-
tause of its natural beauty and
year round water supply, it has.
alsu served as g natural ‘study
area for students of the Univer-
sity. Students of geology, anihro-
pulogy, botany, ecology, zoology
and geography have found it Lo be i
a rich area for scientifie expicra-
tion. Hearst Elementary School
students have used Adobe Falls
as 4 nalure study area and Boy
Scouls used the area for many
years as a study site and camp-
ground. .
In 1968 San Diego State zo-
ology professor, Dr. John Tadd,
wreie 4 memo to the administra-
tiun urging the preservation of
the site for the Universily. He
wrote "a large number of the fac-
ully in the physica} and natura)
sciences are rediscovering this
land as une of their most valued
Leaching aids, and a growing nusg-
ber of facully and studenis wallk
there tocontemplate in these har-
ried. violent times. The need {or
this kind of property becomes in-
creasingly urgent as we are foreed
te put more earth under
concrele...,..., As recently as the |
first half of this decade we were ,l
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CLULIED LICw wae e L .
yeuars as a sludy sile and camp- b
Eround, .
In 1969 San Diego State zo-
alogy professor, Dr. John Todd,
wrote a memo (o the adminisira-
tion urging the preservation of
the site for the University. He
wrole "a large number of the fac-
ully in the physical and natural
sciences are rediscovering this
land as one of their most valued
teachingaids, and a growing num-
ber of faculty and students wall
there Lo contemplate in these har-
ried, violent times. The need for |
this kind of property becomes in- .
creasinglyurgent asweare forced |
to put more earth under ’
concrete....... As recently as the
first half of this decade we were
nol as cognizant as we are now of
the rapid deterioration of our en- f
vironment, or how much we need |
a natural area on the campus for ||
teaching. Further, 1 think thatit
is importani that colleges lead !
iheir communities in creating ;
sane and model environments. We
should be willing, within ourvery
limited budgets, to explore new :
ways of finding abalance between *
development and man's need far
solitude and isolation. Adobe Falls
Canyon seems to be the greatest
assel we have for exploring this’
conee, and it is a gem."

The present status of Adobe
Falls and eventls since its desig-
nation as an Historical Site in
1973 will be explored in our next
issue. :
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